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In life I — ^we skim the surface of the deep, 

To battle with our countr3r'8 foes. 

In death ! — we sink beneath the curling wave, 

Leaving but a circling eddy 

To proclaim our restbog^place, a&d fate. 



<. 



IN THREE VOLUMES. 
VOL. II 

LONDON: 
RICHARD^BENTLEY, NEW BURLINGTON STREET, 

Vvbli^tt in (^rttmars to 1^X5^ $&B\t^Xig>. 

1834. 




V.d. 



LONDON : 
PRTMTED BY SAMUEL BENTLEY, 

Dorset Street, Fleet Street. 



^ 



CONTENTS 



THE SECOND VOLUME. 



CHAPTEE I. 
Sespatches frDin Sheemess. Tlie Surgeon's Ides. ArriTal 
" at Sheeniesa wUli out Prize. Out 'Royal Visiters. Congiatu- 
lationsof mj Family. Capture of La Guemere by the Ameri- 
cans. Particulara of that.eveni, and reflections relative thereto. 
Desertions consequent on our mode of Impressment, Severity 
of Ameiican discipline. Rejoin the Blancbe. Return In 
Spithead. Bid farewell to my messmates and friends. Re- 
join Csptain C. Expedition to Buenoa Ayres. An acci- 
dent. Appointment of incompetent mea to ourSliips-of-War. 
Fatal mstance of this, Noble presence of mind of Captain 
Hickey. .,,... page 1 
CHAPTER II. 
Activity of our Fiist Lieutenant. Arrive off (lie Island of Si. 
Jago. A strange Schooner. Precautions against a suspected 
danger. Amusement at St. Jago. Hospitality of a Portuguese 
Peuaot. Fishing at Porto Praya. Embaikation of Cannon. 
Anchor in Fayol Bay. A Dangerous Situation. Return to 
Portsmouth. A ppointed to take charge of the East India Convoy. 
Interference of the Leadenhall-slreel Establish ment. Dilliculties 
allendmg the choice of a Convoy. Join Sir S. Uood's Squa- 
dron. Peak of Tencriffe. Loss of three men by falling over- 
board, llefi^oni. Repair to Madeira. A bill for BreaUasl. 
Diving. A natraw Escape. < ■ . 31 

CHAPTER III. 
Placed OD board Ihe Achille. Blockade. Master's iUSxs,. 
A Cnclf-pil Ofphfiu. Jracas wilh tlie Catetw ot vVe "Nlss*. 
aaplaint to iJie Captain. Joc\ilar Revenge oi ftie'W\4'i»»- 
joeDlparlii/on or the Larboard Berth. EoUov«-TO^-\jBaAK.T- 
•"blowing, _ _ . 5fc 



^ 



CHAPTER IV. 

Ordered inio Port. Moored in Cawsand Bay, Join Caplain 
C — in the Pompfe. JIj new Messmates. Proceed off Roch- 
fan. Frolic in I'lsle du Rli*. A Gnemsej Privaleer aground, 
Eierliong to saie her. Ordered to perforin the duly of a Liaii- 
renanl. Befledions on the propriety of accustoming joung men 
10 the command of the Declt. My new honours threatened with 
B speedy termination. An Accident. Inquiiy snd Acqailtal. 
Fall in with a suspicious Schooner. Bejoin the Impelueux, 
t nexpected present of Wine. A strange Sail. The Chase. 
I'he Capture. A Recognition. Sent wilh Lieutenant M — to 
talie charge of tho PriTe. The Yellow Fever on board lier. 
Terrihie ravage of the disease. I am itcized by the contagion. 
SMth of nir. Booth, 1 he Black Vcmil. My convalescence. 
Yellow Jack. A Preseutiment. Beflecaons. . 63 

CHAPTER Y. 
Cruise in Fort Royal Bay, Marlini<iue. Successful manoeu- 
vre of (he French Frigate I'Amphi trite. Recapture the Lord 
Cranston, a letter of marque. The late Mr. Maxwell's hosjA- 
talities. A Dignity Ball. Mulatto Beauties. Their Coquetry. 
Nancy Clarke, Attention and kindness of Mulatto Nurses, 
Negroes at Bridge Town, Birbadocs, An Affray, Danger 
from fire of a Prize Vessel. Rejoin the Pompfe, Interi:liaage 
of courtesies. Ship cleared for action. A narrow Escape. 
Captain P-li-U's action with La Topaie. Melancholy occnr- 
rence. Arrival of the Eipedilion for the attack of {Martinique. 
I'igfon Island reconnoitred. Fiplosion of a Shell. DifBcult 
formation of a Jliii-Batlery. Reduction of Pigeon Island, 97 
CHAPTER VI. 

Lieutenant- General Beckwith's decided action. Take posses, 
sionof Fort Royal. F.rection of Batteries. AnAccident, Lues 
of life during the construction of the Sailors' Battery, Manccu- 
vTes 10 avoid the Shells. Conveying the Guns to the Battery, 
Alulsiro Giris. A dangerous Adventuie. Cool and intrepid 
rci.duci ofCaptaia S— -th of the Engineers, TVe Eatjeries com- 



pleted. The Bomliardmeat. The Enemy's sdly tepul&ed. 
t neElected, A Truce. HoBtilities recomaienced. The 
Author wounded. Kindoess of his messmates. He is removed 
m hoard- Surrender of Fort Bourbon. Author visits the Fort. 
Tlie captire Garrison embaried. Court Morliat on the Officers 
udMeDoftheCarnatioit. The Senleni^e. Reflections. The 
Execution. ..... 139 

CHAPTER VII. 

Quit the Fomp^e. Reception of the late Governor and suite 
on hoard tbe Belleisle. Billsof Kxchange for Ptiie.iuoiiey. De- 
paiture from Port Rojal. Devotion of hii UiHccis to Napoleon. 
t Arrival in Quiberon Baj. Negotiation for Exchange of Prison- 
tn. A Frenchman's Trick. Departure of the French (jovernor 
and mile. My aniiely to proceed to London. An unlucky meet*, 
ing. A Kebuke. LuekyEscape. TheexpeditioDto Walcheren. 
Diaembaiealton of the Troops. Invcstmentof Flusliing. Gal- 
lantry of the Raven brig. Force the passage between Cadsand 
and Flushing. Completion of tUe Batteiies against Flushing. 
The Bombardment. Surrender of the Town. A French Ser- 
geant's remark. Horrors of War. Freedom of England from 
it* Devastation. Claimsof our Defenders on the National Gra- 
titude. . . . . . IQS 

CHAPTER VIII. 
Treaty for the evacuation of the woiks of Flushing. Attempt 
by the Enemy's gun-boats. Our flotilla. The Army moves 
tonards Bathi. An iuvilation. Unpleasant result. Agreeable 
UFpnse. Appointed LieutenauL to the Rceolution. Attacked by 
Ihs malignant fever. Nominated to His Majesty's Ship F — che. 
Proceed U) iW Downs. Ordered into haibour. An altercation 
and Court- Martial. Return home. Appointed to the Myrtle. 
Captain Napier. Arrive at Lislion. Turned over to the Barfleur. 
Ward-toom mess of that ship. Scenery about Lisbon. Condi- 
tion of the city. Approach of the Dulie of Wellington towards 
Lisbon. Superstition. lilack Crosses. Frequency of Murder 
LisboD. Arrival of tlie Mjrlie. Captain Cowan. V 



I 



VI CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER IX. 

Trip to Cadiz. The French open afire on us. Touch at Gib- 
raltar. Proceed to Algiers. Our Jewish friend. A Dispute. 
Bathing. Fidelity and sagacity of a Newfoundland Dog. Re- 
turn to Lisbon. A bereaved family. Trial for High Treason. 
Terrible Execution. .... 226 

CHAPTER X. 

Convoy a merchant vessel to Madeira and the Cape de Verd 
Islands. The Dog and the Turtles. Put into Porto P^ya. 
Slave ships. Send Boats up the Gambia. James's Island. 
Land-crabs. Horrible resting-place. Fall in with a Goree 
trader. Enormous Ant-hills. Flamingoes. Capture a Slave 
Schooner. Traffic in human flesh. Liberation of Slaves. 248 

CHAPTER XI. 

Remarks on the Slave Question. . . 260 

CHAPTER XII. 

Rejoin the Myrtle. Precautions to preserve the health of 
the Ship's Company. March of a body of White Ants. They 
are molested. Their revenge. Descendants of the Maroons. 
'* General Montague." Fruit at Sierra Leone. A Slave-brig. 
Tragical Occurrence. A White Negress. A captive boy taken 
as a Servant. His incorrigible propensity to theft. Parrots. 
Polly and Blacky. Ordered to the assistance of the Arethusa. 
Tornadoes. An Accident. A second trip up the Gambia. A 
Black Trafficker in Slaves. Bivouac on James's Island. De- 
leterious atmosphere of the Gambia. Arrive at Goree. A 
Native shipped as a Landsman. Anecdote • 301 



.t 



RECOLLECTIONS 



NAVAL LIFE. 



CHAPTER I. 



Beipatdies from Sheera«B» — The Surgeon's loaa — Arrival it "1 
SheemeM nilh our Prize — Our Roys] Visilera — Congratula. 
tions of inj Familj — Capture of Lb Guerriere by ihe Ameri- 
cana — Parliculers of thai event, and reflections relative thereto 
— Desertions consequent on out mode of Impreaament — Seve- 
rity of American discipline — Rejoin the Blanche — Return to 
S[Htheid — Bid farewell to niy messmates and friends — Rejoin 
Captain C. — Eipedition to buenoa Ayres — An accident — 
Appointment of incompetent men to uur Ships-of- War— Fatal 
instance of this— Noble presence of mind of Captain Hickey. 

The rettiTD of post brought despati^hes ordering 
us to SheemeSB to repair our damages. On pass- 
ing Up Swin, we recognized on board a Scotch 
Bmack our ill-starred suigeon, wlio had been left 
behind at Yarmouth. He bad hurried off to 
London, whence the Admiralty had ordered him 
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to Leith, to await our retuin. The mortification 
he experienced on meeting the victorious ship 
■ ushering in La Guemfere, may be divined ; loas of 
professional credit and a pretty amount of cash 
was sufficiently stunning to this hapless disciple 
of Galen : such a misfortune must be felt in all 
its poignancy when the monitor within tells us 
that we have been tlie architect of our own disap- 
pointment, by listening to the dictates, or adminis- 
tcring too freely to the indulgence, of any en- 
grossing passion. 

On arriving at Sheemess, the prize was ordered 
lip to Chatham, our vacillating ci-devant pilot 
taking charge of her. We had not rounded the 
first point of the reach before he succeeded in run- 
ing us ashore, and there we were planted until the 
following tide ; but by lightening the ship of 
her guns, we succeeded in getting off without sus- 
taining any very material damage. As the prize 
passed the French prisoners in the hulks, we were 
assailed with a smart volley of groans, hissing, 
bowlings, and sacrea : we afterwaids lekmed that 
these revilinga were intended for their partners in 
misfortune, the trim appearance of La Guerri&rc 
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having created the painful suspicion diat she liad 
prematurely struck her colours, Had they im- 
toediately after the action seen the dismantled 
condition of the Blanche, and the shattered hull 
of the prize, their wounded feelings would perhaps 
liave found some relief. 

The work of diamantling the prize preparatory 
-to delivering her over to the officers of the dock- 
yard, went on rapidly. While thus employed, n 
^^ grand review of all the troops in the environs of 
Chatham, by His Royal Highness the Duke of 
York, took place on the ground immediately over- 
looking that part of the river where wc were lying- 
About noon the mimic fight ceased. We had 
piped to dinner, tfae officers had descended to 
their luncheon, and I was left alone walking thi' 
deck, ruminating on the pleasure and congratula- 
tions tliat were awaiting me at home, when I was 
startled from my reverie by a voice from along- 
side, "I'll thank you for a rope — a rope ;"" — 
imrrying to the gangway, and looking over the 
■«de, I beheld a bai^e full of military officers, 
glittering in their gorgeous suits of scarlet and 
gold. One of the party addressed me, " We will 
b2 



tiiaiik you for a rope, young gentleman." Regard- 
leas of their white gloves, I immediately threw 
over the only side ropes at hand, and scampered 
down to our commanding oiEccr to report the 
unexpected arrival of a boat load of red-coats. 
On returning to the deck, I found, to my asto- 
nishment, already mounted on the gangway — His 
Royal Highness the Duke of York, who was im- 
roedigtely followed by the Dukes of Cumberland 
and Cambridge, escorted by Earl Moira, and a nu- 
merous suite of general officers. Wc were com- 
pletely taken aback, and not a little vexed that we 
should be found deScicnt in those external marks 
of honour and etiquette due to the illustrious 
visiters. The feelings of Ueutenant D — s were 
<juick1y perceived, and his apologies cut short by 
that svaviter in modo, the peculiar and ingra- 
tiating gift of the Royal family, accompanied by 
a polite desire to be conducted round the ship. 
On descending to the main-deck. His Royal High- 
ness appeared much struck with the mischief we 
had committed. " Very pretty shot indeed !" — 
" Capital .' that must have been a wicked messen- 
ger," pointing to traces of blood that by some over- 
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sight still remained too visible on the beams and 
deck overhead — " Hot work for the poor French- 
men !" were the occasional remarks that broke from 
the Duke, as he moved along the decks. After 
visiting every part of the vessel, His Royal High- 
ness entered into conversation with the officers, 
inquiring into the progress of our career in the 
service, and the captains we had served under, add- 
ing to the two Middies, " It is a pity you have not 
served your time ; I hope you will have many 
more claims to swell the amount of those you can 
now bring forward," Our Royal visiters departed 
^ apparently much gratified, leaving us in a high 
state of delight at the unexpected honour they 
had conferred upon Us. 

Captain Lavie proceeded to London, and re- 
ceived the honour of k-nighthood ; the first lieute- 
nant obtained the epaulette ; the warrant officers 
were promoted to line-of-battle ships, and some 
of the best men got warrants. Not one Middy 
had served his time, therefore wc remained in 
statu quo. During the period of dismantling, 
I was oveqoyed at receiving a visit from my 
Either, who could not resist the temptation of 



posting from London to sliare in tLe triumphant 
feelings of liis son. I had the pleasure of con- 
ducting him round the ship, and have never felt 
a purer enjoyment than that day afforded me. 
As the prize was not ready for delivering over to 
the charge of the dock-yard, I was unable to 
accompany the old gentleman home ; but a lew 
days of hard work allowed me afterwards to enjoy 
the congratulations of ray family and friends. 
A pile of the'most tempting invitations awaited 
my arrival ; had my sojourn been six weeks in- 
stead of six days, I could not have availed myself 
of all the flattering attentions that were shower- 
ed upon me : of course the whole battle was 
fought over and over again,^!il I was in a pro- 
mising way of being surfeited with the oft-repeat- 
ed tale, and I positively welcomed the day that 
placed me en route for my ship, 

I gave a parting benediction to La Guerri^rc as 
I passed her in the Sheemess boat, little contem- 
plating that she, who had gained us so pretty a 
share of credit, would be the first ship to fall into 
the power of the United States of America. 

Notwithstanding the inequality of the contest, 
it fffls doubtless a severe b\ow to t\\ft ^nia n^X.'&t 
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Britisli navy to behold one vessel after another 
falling into the enemy's hands.* I am inclined. 
however, to believe that their capture has given a 

* The lorce of the CoDstltution has been already given in Uie 
&rsl yolume, p. til. In her acliDn wiih La Cuecriere, she had 
460 men on board, the latter only 244. La Guerriere and Java 
weK et(aal in slie and melal. Hie British loss amounted Id 
15 killed and €3 wounded, lotal Ta. In Captain Uull'i Jea- 
piteb, he mukes out loss 101, in which ii included 24 missing. 
TbeAmerioD cs^itun thus accounts for his atalciDeut : — " Miss- 
ing, LieuKnaala Pullman and RobertE, and 22 seamen, suppua- 
ed to have gone oveiboanl with the Tna&ts."'^VJde Brefnian's 
[Anierieao] Naoal and MUitaTy Lfllen, p. 51, These oiScert 
and meD had been sent away ia prizes, which fact Captain Hall 
ought to have tnoivp, by a reference to La Guerriere's log and 
Biuiler-books, had he not fell aatisfied with Captain Dneres's 
•rord to thai effect. In the American official despatches relative 
10 the cnptnre of out frigates, the respective force of the contend- 
ing parties is not meatiiawli ivhicli of course leaves the public 
a the dark as to the actMl merits of the capture. I subjinn an 
American description of the respective siies of the' ISlacedoaian 
ud Uuited Slates, after the action which ended in the sapture 
of the former : — 



"Lengtii.. . 
Breadth . 
ToDi . . , 



. 166 feet. 



1405 1325."' 

Kilt'i Rtgisler, Vol. IV. 

Th« Araericnn frigates, President, United Slates, and Consti. 

tution, did not difTci one ton in sire from each other, as is shown 

by the Americon Governmcnl's official accounts ; the armament 

alone varied; the two former carrying 42-pouader ewtOQ«dT,i 
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most beneficial lesson to the navy, and one which 
■we are bound to remember for years to come. A 
forcible demonstration of a very sensible piece of 

on llieir uppet decks, which the Cooatitatian had changed lot 
32'paunderB, previously to hev falling in with La Guerriere. As 
Ihe President was coaductad into Pottsmouth harbour by Cap- 
lain Heary Hope, of the Endymioa, our naval Hrchitects bad 
Kmple leieute to measure and re-measura her. No mistake could 
arise here. In the American compaiison, it will be observed 
that they judiciously keep the [irindpal items of tlie opponents 
out of view, vii. gunj and men. Tbey only modestly add near 
two hundred and fifty tons to the aiie of the British frigate, and 
mlitracl one hundred and thirty from their own. 



fJniUd 
" Broadside guns 



t 8G41bs. 



Tons IS33....,uf lOBI." 

Jama'tSklHil HUlary. Vol. VI. 
It appears that the national legislature of America, in award- 
iaij its vote of Ihaoks to Commodore Decatur and his crew (with 
a gold medal to the former, and silver medals la Lis officers), 
termed it "the brilliant victory gained by the frigate United 
Stales over the British frigate Macedonian." A special com- 
mittee uf the same wise men determined tlie Macedonian to be 
e[|ua1 to the United States. To enhance the merit of the cap- 
tors, the account in the fourth volume of NiU't Register stales, 
that the 241b, shot of Ihe American frigate weighed only 221bs.; 
having made the Java's 18-pounders weigh SI lbs. They cle- 
verly apply the same additional weight to the Macedonian's 
IB-pounden: thus the American 241b. balls are made to ap- 
jiraiimate within one pound to the English 18-pounders. 



advice, which cannot be too strongly cngT^ven 
upon the minds of commanding officers, has djs- 
■greeably intruded itself — " However weak your 
enemy may be, never despise him." 

" It has often happened that a despised enemy 
liis given a bloody battle ; and the most renowned 
kings and nations have been overthrown by a 
small force." 

The Americans deserve every possible credit 
for the line of conduct they adopted respecting 
the arrangement and dis]>osfit of their squadron ; 
no policy could have been better suited to the 
circumstances under which they were placed, or 
more likely to be detrimental to the interest of 
the nation whose fidi they hoped to Bssiv't in by 
coalcacing with the French Emperor. They had 
iriaely prepared for the contest by building fri- 
gates of such an enormous size and calibre as 
would with common prudence and courage ensure 
them a preponderating power over any force of 
the same denomination they were likely to en- 
counter; and instead of sending their whole 
squadron to cruise together, they prudently des- 
patched them to different quarters ; calculating 



upon the many chances that existed of falling in 
with OUT detached frigates, and the multiplied 
opportunities of wounding our commerciftl marine 
which this dispersion of their vessels gave them, 

I have already stated the superiority of the 
American frigates over the English in size, guns, 
and the number of their men ; this was of conise 
well known to us, but we were not aware of the 
judicious attention they had paid to render their 
men perfect in the management of their great 

The many sights invented for our marine artil- 
lery of late years are doubtless great improve- 
ments, and reflect the highest praise upon the 
different inventors ; but the simple one adopted 
by the Americans appearing to me so advantage- 
ous, it has often struck me as wonderful that 
a maritime nation like ourselves should not have 
thought of applying something of the kind to otir 
guns throughout the service. The Americans 
disparted their gims by a piece of deal board of 

e inch and a quarter in thickness, laid edgewise 
from the touch-hole to the muzzle, firmly lashed 
to the piece of ordnance : on the upper edge of 



the boarJ a groove ran along tlie centre, {con'c- 
sponding with the centre line of the piece,) in 
which were inserted small iron arches to carry the 
eighl forward with greater accuracy. The supe- 
rior part of the board being fonned parallel to the 
uia of the concave cylinder of the gun, at once 
afforded the power of pointing their artillery with 
the nicest exactitude for point-blank distance. 
But ^er all said and done upon the subject, 
there is notliing like following Nelson's mode, 
when it is practicable, of getting so close to your 
enemy that you cannot miss him. 

A long career of success had engendered the 
false feeling of security that nothing was able to 
ffithstand our arms, and that the mere sight of an 
English frigate was quite enough to lower the 
pride of any single-decked vessel that ever swam 
on the seas. This faulty opinion unfortunately in- 
creased in growth towards the Americans, in con- 
sequence of the rencontre of the Leopard with 
Ike Chesapeake, and the slight resistance offer- 
ed by the latter ; but more particularly from the 
affiiir between the President, one of the largest of 
tieir frigates, and the Little Belt, sloop-of-war. 




which made an intrepid but of course useless de- 
fence against the cowardly attack of Commodore 
Rodgers. Hia greatest feather during the war 
was, in fact, allowing the BeJvidera, a thirty-six 
gun frigate, to get away from himself and the whole- 
American squadron, after receiving from her a 
dose which the doughty Commodore bo little re- 
lished, that he was induced to decline pushing 
alongside, preferring ratifcr to yaw, giving one 
broadside and then the other, and allowing his 
gaUant opponent by this means to escape. Had 
any other officer in the American navy command- 
ed, the probability is, that nothing could have 
eaved Captain Byron and his gallant crew from 
capture. This brilliant success of the Belvidera 
added to the feelings of superiority, and in an 
equal ratio decreased our respect towards the 
enemy. 

The stoppage of American commerce, arising 
from a state of hostilities and the previous em- 
bargo, threw an immense body of their seamen 
out of employment. The American navy was 
comparatively small, and in manning their ships 
they had the option of selecting the best 
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among whom, I fee] shame as a Briton to confess, 
were many Englishmen ! 

Our mode of impressment induced many of 
these deluded men to proceed to America for the 
purpose of procuring protections, which they were 
enabled to obtain with ease. For instance, an 
English sailor wished for a protection as an 
American citizen : the candidate for this honour 
was placed by his friends in a cradle, and the 
ceremony of rocking him was witnessed by a man 
old enough to be the aspirant's father ; the next 
day the parties appeared before a magistrate. 

*' Are you an American-bom citizen ?" 

" I am." 

" Is there any inhabitant of this city can iden- 
tify you as such P" 

" There is ;" — and the old man who had seen 
him only the day previously, was brought forward, 
and swore point-blank that he had seen him rocked 
in his cradle. This was sufficient, and without 
further investigation the protection was handed 
over to the applicant. 

ThuB were the services of the sons of ouf own 
soil brought into play against us, the '.jp^ater 




immber of vhoni had been inured to the bloody 
combat. The.advant^e of a few veteraiiB to the 
American Government was incalculable, and they 
wisely availed theniBelveB of it. These veterans 
had been led away by a shadow, instead of abid- 
ing by the substance. The captivating sonnds of 
liberty and equality, so disinterestedly professed 
on the Western side of the Atlantic, have led 
astray many a clearer head and sounder judgment 
than fells to the lot of poor Jack ; we cannot then 
be surprised that upon such minds the land of 
freedom and plenty should appear clothed with a 
tliousand charms, particularly for those whq had 
been accustomed to the regular and strict disci- 
pline absolutely necessary in a man-of-war. De- 
prived of employment in the mercantile marine, 
it needed no great persuBsion to induce Jack to 
enter into the American Government- vessels, 
where doubtless he expected to cut a prominent 
figure in the pleasing picture which he had drawn 
to himself of liberty and ei|U3lity, differing totally 
in his own expectation from the course of discipline 
pursued in the ships belonging to his native land. 
Yet 8&me of these men, who had entered the 
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American navy previouBly to the war, were bold 
in {uinciple and stout at Leart, and firmly re- 
Aued to sejTC in anna against their countrymen. 
In order to deter the less Bcmpulous portion 
of their compatriots from following this honour- 
able example, these resolute seamen were tarred, 
feathered, and then sent on shore, exposed to the 
ridicule and ill treatment of the mob. So much 
for the republican liberality of that day ; and for 
the respect they paid to the amor patriie exhibited 
by these poor fellows 1 

I have reason to believe that the greater part 
of the misguided men who remained in the Ame- 
rican service bitterly repented the rash step they 
had taken. It required no long period to elapse 
after putting to sea, before they found out that 
"a man may jump out of the frying-pan into the 
fire." The discipline on board an American man , 
of-war would startle our philanthropists from their 
projiriety, were they to compare it ^ith our own : 
it is infinitely more severe, and every officer, 
from the first lieutenant downwards, has the power 
of inflicting the p)inishment of flogging with the 
colt ; and this unlhnited mode of chaatisement 
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takes place in ships belonging to a country where 
the outcry for the rights of man may be heard 
ascending in every scale of the ganimut '. 

The Americans are a shrewd, clever people, 
and quickly discover the path that is likely to ter- 
minate most beneficially for their interests ; they 
are too sagacious to allow even the phantom idol 
of their worship to interfere with or paisy the re- 
gulations they may enact for the general welfere, 
and therefore they permit on board tlieir ahips 
of war a system totally incompatible with their 
own constitution, and their own cherished ideas 
of republican fi-cedom. They are properly sen- 
sible of the due importance of the authority and 
discretionary power delegated by the Government 
to th« commanders of their ships of war, aitd 
calculate correctly upon the advantages and pro- 
tection that a well-maintained course of naval dis- 
cipline must ensure to their country, 

I wish the advocates of the no-punishment 
system would have the sense to make themselves 
masters of this important subject in all its bear- 
ings ; I cannot admit their competency to judge 
of the expediency or inexpediency of corporal 
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punishment, until they can produce d em on strati vt: 
proof of the practicability of their Quixotic specu- 
lation on this matter. 

Let a couple of dozen of these benevolent gen- 
tlemen be placed on board a like number of his Ma- 
jesty's ahips for three years. Possessing' by means 
of this experiment a thorough knowledge of the 
peculiarities and faults of the crew, the situation of 
the captain, and the momentous responsibility that 
the charge of a ship involves, they would be suffi- 
ciently prepared for argument, and in every way 
authorized to pronounce upon so critical a point. 
I am quite sure that four-and-twenty of the most 
strenuous of the abolition junta (if their zeal eqnoj 
their protestations,) would not hesitate to devote 
themselves to the final settlement of a question 
vhich in its present state can only serve to irritate 
the mind of the sailor, and harass the country at 
lai^e, encompassing, as it does, the sanity of the 
root and heart of British power. 

Yes : these gentlemen will pause ere they lay 
the keen edge of the axe to the life-scat of the 
gallant tree that has for ages defied the beating 
tUam and howling tempest, spreading its gigantic 
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branches to protect the eiiildren of the soil ^ 
nourishes it from Bcathe or blight. 

Having rejoined the Blanche, ceBtted, aitdn 
goodj)ur damages, wo repaired to Portsnioili 
and from thence to cruise in tlie Bay of Biscay, 
An American, of whom we had received correct 
information, was captured witk enemy's property 
on board and sent in. Here our good luck de- 
Berted us 4 for, the prize meeting with foul weather 
and losing all her sails. Lieutenant B — , who had 
charge of her, to avoid a worse fate, found himself 
under the necessity of bearing up for an enemy's 
port in Spain, and surrendering himself and crew 
as prisoners of wai'. 

Ill company with Rear-Admiral Louis's squa- 
dron, the French frigate Presidente was captured, 
and after a four months' cruise the Blanche re- 
lumed to Spithead. 1 here bade an affectionate 
fiirewell to my messmates and friends, and re- 
joined Captain C — , who had then the command of 
the Captain, seventy-rfour. Ten days after my last 
visit to the once fortunate Blanche, slie was wreck- 
ed on the coast of France ! — ^many lost their lives, 
and the rest of the crew remained in a French 
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prison till the formidable power of Napolton was 
broken, which happily restored them to their na- 
tive land. 

The regret I felt on parting with my late plea- 
sant messmates was in a great measure counter- 

I balanced by the satisfection I experienced in being 
again placed under the command of my former 
captain. The ship I had now joined could not but 

I recall the gallant deeds of Nelson while in the 
command of her on the glorious 14th of Feb- 

, ruary, when the lofty San Josef, of one hundred and 
tuelve guns, and the San Nicolas, eighty-four, 
yielded to the superior prowess of the heroic Com- 
modore and his daring band of followers. 

We were quickly ordered round to Falmouth, 
where the expedition to Buenos Ayres was as- 
sembled, under the orders of Captain Stopford, in 
the Spencer. In a few days, in company with 
the Theseus, Ganges, Ncreide, and the Commo- 
dore, we took our departure. Our station was 
that of whipper-in of the convoy, and we accord- 
ingly took our position in the rear of the fleet. 
The officer of the first watch was a young lieu- 
tenant of a noble family, who had just joined us. 
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The Cftptain remained upon deck till past four 
bells, and left the ship in that situation with re- 
spect to the fleet, (about a mile astern of the 
convoy,) which he particularly directed might be 
maintained during the night, accompanied by the 
usual written night orders relative to any change 
of circumstance, &c. The wind being right aft, 
any one would have supposed that it would have 
been impossible to have erred ; but scarcely had 
the Captain left the deck when the wind fresh- 
ened, and, no reduction of sail being made, it 
natumlly enough sent us flying ahead : in a very 
i^oit time we had passed the stemmost vessel, 
and, to the great dismay of the officer of the watch, 
he found himself in the thick of the convoy. Had 
he immediately made known his awkward predi- 
cament to the first lieutenant, or had he paid 
attention to the orders of the night in reporting 
the circumstance to the Captain, the error woidd 
have been speedily rectified ; but, unfortunately, 
pride interfered to prevent this salutary step, and 
poor B — e's confusion increased with his difficul- 
ties. After making many of the smaller craft 
around us sheer off in distnay at our rapid ap- 
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proach, we got so completely hemmed in on all 
sides, that to yaw either to port or starboard 
would have infallibly sent us on board one or the 
other of them. Still it never struck him to shorten 
Mil, and, in the height of his mismanagement, an 
estra puif of wind gave tlie old ship such an im- 
Ipetue that she fairly ran away with him, nor was 
her speed at all diminished till she dashed rudely 
upon the slumbers of the astonished soldiera by 
running stem on, to the stern of one of the finest 
and largest transports in the fleet. The crash was 
terrible for the lesser vessel, and must have pow- 
erfully shaken the nerves of all the officers' ladies 
on board; awSy went her raizen-mast over the 
«ide, and in the twinkling of an eye she was a 
complete wreck. 

The instant appearance of the Captain and first 
Lieutenant prevented further mischief; but when 
all had been done that could be arranged for the 
milled vessel, by taking her in tow and des- 
patching, the requisite assistance on board, the 
luifortunate Lieutenant came in for a lecture that 

should have been sorry to have taken upon my 
own shoulders for a thousand pounds. He had 
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it as hot as )ie could sup it. It nas tlie first and 
last time he was permitted to have charge of tlie 
sliip. I will answer for it, he never saw a tians- 
port afterwards, which did not revive the remem- 
brance of the Btinging rebuke he that night re- 
ceived. Poor fellow ! when he was in command of 
a sloop of WM some yeara afterwards, ahe founder 
ed in the Channel, and every soid perished. 

It was a melancholy circumBtanee, and however 
much I may regret the introduction of the subject, 
I cannot, in justice to my meritorious brother 
officers and syiiipatlusing countrymen, pass over 
the palpable share of blame to be attaclied in this 
instance to one party, and the laBLentable efFects 
resulting froip it to another, without strongly ani- 
madverting upon the cruelty and irreparable in- 
jury done to the service, and to the nation, by 
the appointment of incompetent men to our ships 
of war. My unfortunate friend doHbtless fell a 
victim, not only to his utter ignorance of nautical 
affairs, but to the incautious precipitancy of the 
presiding authorities. 

In conformity with their undisguised and indis- 
creet predilection for the issue of Peers and Par- 
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liamentariaiis, they invested tlie ill-fated B — e 
with the onerous honours of command, naeraiy as 
a pretext for providing him with an irresiBtible 
datm upon their impartial distribution of prefer 
nient. The injudicious ardour of his friends 
went still farther : in order to enhance his plea 
■for speedy promotion, the vessel selected for this 
fiivoured claimant was fitted up as a fire-ship, for the 
porpoee of destroying an enemy's frigate upon the 
4^)podtc coa£t. In this fitting up, I understand, 
the stability of the brig was entirely overlooked, 
And she was rendered so top-heavy, that it requited 
kII the watchful caution and ability of a first-rate 
seaman to keep her upon her legs. Such, then, 
was the temunation of poor B— c's young career, 
olferiiig a painftd but salutary lesson, backed by 
* Crying, fearful warning, to those who suffer tlie 
■ idle damour for patronage and favour to interfere 
with positive duties, and bias them in the disposal 
of important trusts. Such proceedings are not 
only pegnant with direful mischief to the flattered 
individual, but the ramifications of the glaring evil 
extend themselves far, wide, and deep into the 
mass of hiunanitv. 



B^e perished not alone ; in his ruin was in- 
volved loss of life to one hundred and twenty offi- 
cers and seamen, upon whom, again, tested the 
iate, happinesE, and fortunes of so great a number 
of helpless creatines, that we cannot but shudder 
at the awful responsibility that man entails upon 
himself, who, in the plenitude of a discretionary 
but vitally momentous power, suffers his better 
sense to be warped, and his actions stultified, by 
a base truckling to the pernicious domination of 
place and party. 

Let not the distinguished person who guides 
the helm of the naval interests and national pride 
of this country, prostitute himself to the pitiful 
intrigues of ministerial cabals or pohtical preju- 
dices 1 Let hiTTi stand boldly aloof from all such 
chicanery, and do justice to himself and to his 
country, by fearlessly discharging the duties of 
his high office. Let him distrust the claims of 
applicants, if supported from a suspicious quarter ; 
and, in every case, let him pause and investigate, 
ere with a stroke of his pen he signs the parch- 
ment which is intended to lead to the honour 
and promotion of one person, but which may 
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^ve the warrant for the premature dissolution 
|f hundredB of his fellow creatures ! 

It required no extraordinary depth of observa- 
ion, nor the gift of prophecy, to foretell the 
mhappy fate of our luckless lieutenant, should 
Ije ever te destined to command. Peculiar cir- 
wmstances connected him intimately with myself, 
nd had he listened to the dictates of friendship, 
^d abandoned those of patronage, he would have 
laitted a service for which he was in every way 
Bnsuited, and in all probability would have been 
jlpared an early tomb. 

Eiperience has convinced me that many of 
pur ships are lost from the want of proper 
jfeiid timely precaution and presence of mind, 
The latter quality is a precious gift, invaluable 
to the person so favoured, and not less so to 
those who are taught to depend upon their 
ioaptain for guidance in the hour of danger : let 
(the commanding officer then betray but one 
Alarmed glance, or discover vacillation of purpose, 
V&d hesitation in the execution of that purpose, 
<41ie crew in nine cases out of ten may be consi- 
dered doomed men ; fear and want of confidence 
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become epidemic, and riot with noxious influ- 
ence in the iron frames of these hitherto sturdy 
beings, who lose under the withering grasp all 
mental energy and power of action. Such is the 
despotic force of habit, that, should any officer 
among them rise superior to this prostration of 
mind and discern tbe proper and only course to 
be pursued, ere he can summon resolution to 
break through the trammels necessarily prescribed 
by naval discipline, and virtually suspend the 
authority of the captain, the favourable moment 
for the trial of still may have passed away : liope 
buries itself in despair ; and they fell a sacrifice, 
not to the glory of tlieir country, but to the irre- 
solution of one man, placed over them by the 
partial agents of a confiding nation ! 

There are indeed too often cases which no 
human foresight can avert, or prudence baffle ; 
where the skill of man is but as a passing me- 
teor to sparkle on ocean's tempestuous tide ; yet 
leaves its powerful and lasting effects upon the 
well-govemed mind, wliich, rising superior to the 
deprecating influence of particular events, rests 
secure in the belief that the whole is ordained for 
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ithe best. The vast macbinc of the universe stops 
jBot to save a fly from being crushed beneath its 
wheels ; and though men and animals innumerable 
are destroyed every day, yet the grand rotatory 
Motion, and the unconquerable laws of nature, 
awerve not fiora their appointed course, but, hced- 
kss of the destruction they may carry in their 
train, continue to fulfil the all-wise intentions of 
their omnipotent Author. 

The wounded feelings of irritated nature are 
Boothed OS we turn with glowing pride to the page 
of history which records the noble display and pre- 
sence of mind evinced by Captain Hickey, on the 
occasion of the loss of his Majesty's ship Atalanta. 
Can there be a more strikingly illustrative example 
of the happy efiects arising from the combined 
influence. of decision, nerve, and confidence? He 
has afforded ua a beacon of light and strength 
as to what may be successfully performed even 
when suddenly plunged into an apparently hope- 
less situation : it would be criminal did we not 
carefully treasure in our memories this brilliant 
achievement of our brother officer, and it will be 
doubly BO, if we neglect to profit by it whenever 
~ c2 



unhappily we miiy be environud by similar perils. 
With a less decided character, what would have 
been the fate of that persevering, obedient, daunt- 
less C!rew P TLey were Burrounded by death's ap- 
palling terrors, but they knew and relied upon the 
superior powers of their commanding ofBcer, and 
those natural terrors were absorbed in the prompt 
alacrity with which they executed the calm and 
confident orders issued by him from time to time 
as his reason suggested and the difficulties of 
their position required. 

The hope of life, the certainty of death, were 
BO fearfully balanced, that it wanted but the 
demur of a moment to turn the scale in favour of 
the latter; the good genius of hope prevailed. 
The possession of life is a boon so prized by 
poor mortals, that few are inclined to abandon 
themselves to despair whilst a shadow of chance 
exists of combating the force of circumstances. 
I envy the retrospective feelbgs of Captain 
Hickey upon this glorious triumph of human 
skill and decision of pur])ose over the adveiBe 
chances of a wayward destiny ; they must be ac 
a lantern to his path through life, and if ika 



prayers and bleasmga of the fauiiliea of the men 
preaeryed by his means have not been mur- 
mured in his ear, yet have they ascended to a 
higher source, whence retributive justice follows, 
Booner or later, the good or evil actions of man- 
kind.* 

Perhaps there is no situation in life which pe- 
remptorily demands ao large a share of self-pos- 
session as the career of sailors. It is a quality 
that belongs exclusively neither to scj nor sta- 
tion ; it depends much upon the natural tempe- 
rament of the body, and much upon the moral 
cultivation of the mind. It arises from a steady 
equanimity, which enables a man in every situa- 
tion, (whether the danger be imminent or remote, 
or whatever may be the circumstances that call 
for its presence,) to exert his reasoning powers 
with coolness and instant decision, according to 
the exigencies of the ease in which he may be re- 
quired to act a part. 

It is to be supposed that sailors arc bold and 
hardy by nature ; the duties of their profession, 

• See Captain Hall's account of this shipwreck, vol. 1. p. 266. 
— Fragments of Voyages and Travels. 
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and the constant perils by wliich they are sur- 
rounded, lead to euch an inference. It is, then, 
reasonable to expect, that men so initiated should 
in extreme cases be calm, prompt, and decisive ; 
that they should be prepared to encounter 
the dangers of wreck, fire, and other disasters 
with firmness, and to oppose to their often fatal 
consequences ready ingenuity of design and stea- 
diness of purpose. If these are the attributes 
which we would fain believe stamp the character of 
British sailors in general, we are at a loss to ima- 
gine how men who are aware of their deficiency 
on these points, can conscientiously undertake tlie 
government and charge of a ship, when they 
know not how soon they may be summoned to tlie 
performance of duties beyond their ability and 
moral power of control. 
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CHAPTER H. 

Acfirilj of our First Lieutenant— Arrive off the Island of St. 
Jafio — A strange Schooner — ^Precautions against a suspected 
danger — Amusement at St. J ago — Hospitality of a Portuguese 
Peasant — Fishing at Porto Praja — Embarkation of Cannon — 
Anchor in JTayal Buy — A Dangerous Situation — Return to 
Portsmouth — Appointed to take charge of the East India 
Convoy — loterference of the Leadenh all-street Establishment 
— Difiiculties attending the charge of a Convoy — Join Sir S. 
Hood's Squadron — Peak of TenerifTe^Loss of three meti by 
falling overboard — Reflections — Repair to Madeira — A bill 
for Breakfait — Diving — A narrow Escape. 

The activity of our Grst lieutenant, who was aa 
thorough and good a seaman as could be picked 
out in Ills Majesty's na*^, was conspicuously sliowii 
upon the occasion mentioned in the last chapter ; 
he took charge of refitting and repairing the 
injured transport, which we kept in tow: — tlie 
weather was fine, and in one day a new mizen- 
laast was shipped, made out of one of our hand 
mastB, and every thing on board of her all a-tanto, 
and better fitted than before the accident occurred. 
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After mucli beating about, we at length got 
into the trade winds, and in due time arrived 
within sight of the Island of St. Jago, the princi- 
pal of the Cape de Verds. 

The preparation for entering Porto Praj-a Bay, 
and bringing the convoy to au anchor there, had 
so absorbed the attention of the signal officers on 
board the Comniodore, that a strange schooner 
which had joined the ileet during the night was 
unobserved by him. The other men-of-war thought 
it a work of supererogation to draw the attention 
of the commanding officer to a stranger that was 
within a mile ot two of liim ; fancying it possible 
and probable she had been visited during the night. 
The subtle stranger kept on the same course as 
ourselves in the inidst of the convoy, and stood 
into the bay. We had just anchored on the eastern 
aide when the gentleman passed aliead of ua 
within half pistol-shot ; and to the astonishment 
of the whole fleet, having entered upon neutral 
ground, he hoisted French colours, and took up 
his anchorage within the whole of tlie convoy. 
She was a slaver, and the master, finding himself 
just before daybreak unexpectedly in the midat of 
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an English fleet, wisely adopted the bold and 
masterly expedient of steeling the same conrsc, 
snd, observing that they were bound into the bay, 
accompanied them : this being a neutral port, 
placed him in safety. The Jacidaw schooner, whicli 
had Bepfliated during the night, corresponding 
to the stranger in colour and appearance, the 
signal officer was deceived, aud led to believe the 
number of the fleet correct. It was so perfectly 
Judicroua to see this little craft setting at defiance 
array of line-of-battle ships, that any annoy- 
■tacc we might experience was disregarded in the 
admiration wc felt for the tact and presence of 
mind exliibited by the Frenchman. As the 
safety of the fleet might haye been compromised 
by permitting the exit of this intruder, the Com- 
'^nodore contented himself with taking the pre- 
Wution of unhanging his rudder and taking it on 
board one of the ships : this was certainly an 
equivocal act in a neutml port, but necessilas 
I nox habet legem. 

Some good grounds for suspicion, I believe, 

of a French squadron of far superior strength 

being in pursuit of the expedition, caused Uw 

c 5 
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adoption of measures not altogetlier compatible 
with the hne of strict neutrality. The heavy 
ordnance were landed, and batteries erected 
around the bay in the strongest positions, and 
the men-of-war so disposed as to present the most 
formidable front to an attacking enemy. 

In the mean time the work of watering and 
refitting went on. Many of the troops were 
landed, with most of their wives, for the purpose 
of presiding over the washing-tubs ; a r^idar 
bivouac was formed among the few cocoa-nuts 
and plantain trees that grew in the vicinity of 
the beach. This island has been so often de- 
scribed, with a happy expos^ of its ridiculous 
military establishment, that I shall leave the hack- 
neyed subject altogether. 

During our tiresome stay at St. Jago, I join- 
ed some of my messmates in the amusement of 
shooting Guinea fowl, or, more properly speaking, 
in an attempt to shoot them. Armed with ship's 
muskets, three of ua wiseacres started off on as 
broiling a day as the tropics can boast, for the 
l" 'place described as the resort of these birds. The 
•country consiRts of a succession of hills, the acanQ 
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herbage of which was completely scorched ; not 
a blade of green grass was to be seen, nor the 
friendly shelter of a solitary tree. Vainly did we 
search for some less exposed spot, as the means of 
affording us some minutes' repose from the pene- 
trating rays of the fiery luminary, which received 
additional and overwhelming power from the arid- 
ity of the soil. 

We set out for a day's sport ; it was likely to 
end in any thing but sport to us ; — but what 
will not a set of harem-scorem Middies attempt, 
after being cooped up for months in a cockpit ? 
Out ardour for the chase had insensibly cooled, 
and continued to abate as the sun drew forth in 
streams the exhaling moistarc from every pore of 
our bodies. We should have wisely abandoned fer- 
tler pursuit of our game, had not a flock of Guinea 
fowl unfortunately started up, and dipping the 
valley alighted on the adjoining hill. The sight 
of the birds renewed our expiring ardour ; and 
down we descended into the valley, and toiled up 
the ragged ascent of the opposite hill, sufficiently 
alive to the animating feeling of competition as 
to who should get the first shot at, the game, 
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Tvliicli we now considered as safe as if it liad 
been in our bags. Spreading ourselves in line, we 
cautiously and softly approached the spot where 
fhe birds had been marked down, determined 
upon destruction. 

" You fire at those to the right, M— ; Til take 
the centre ; and you, S — , knock down as many 
as you can to the left :" such were the directions 
whispered in a low tone by the leader and planner 
of the expedition. But though we were fully sen- 
sible that the rogues made good use of their wings 
in flying from their enemies, we had not taken 
into consideration that they were equal adepts in 
the use of their legs, which we now discovered 
had carried them off to a considerable distance. 
Our disappointment was soon mitigated by get- 
ting a sight of them on the bare soil. 

" There they are — there they are,"" and again 
we gave chase; but before we had traversed half 
the distance, they took wing and glided over to 
the opposite eminence. " Mark ! mark ! I have 
them exactly," and again we tmdged up hill and 
down hill with the same tantalizing result, until they 
had led na a dance that completely exhausted us.; 
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and I verily believe that we should liave paid 
dearlj for our frolic, Iiad not our good genius 
discovered to us in the last valley a liut belonging 
to one of the natives. Consumed by a devouring, 
igonizing thirst, we with difficulty dragged our 
■weary limbs to the door, and fell prostrate on the 
floor ; the only ery our parched tongues could 
utter was " Aqua, aqua." Our kind-hearted 
liost, however, gave us each a delicious draught 
of goat's milk, and administered all in his power 
■to our relief. 

Our perspiration had been literally dried up 
by the burning fever brought on by over exertion, 
but it now became more profuse, and delivered 
MS from the pernicious effects of our rash folly. 
We could only communicate with our host by 
signs, and, ha\ing tolerably recovered ourselves, 
W6 mode him comprehend the place where His 
Majesty's muskets had been unceremoniously 
dropped, and despatched him for them. In the 
Course of an hour the honest Portuguese had re- 
stored them to us ; but to shoulder these heavy 
concerns, with the long walk before us, was out of 
the question. A rest of six hours, with a hos- 



pitiible and grateful supply of fruit from this really 
worthy being, enabled us to proceed on our 
journey homewards when the sun had quitted the 
valley; andwith the assistance of our host's quadru- 
peds, by the silvery light of a beautiful moon, we 
succeeded in reaching our ships in safety, heartily 
rejoiced that our foolish excursion had ended so 
harmlessly. A shore-boat conveyed us on board, 
where we were greeted with a sharp shower of 
squibs and jokes by our disappointed messmates. 

The night was calm, and not a ripple disturbed 
the sur&ce of the sea. The peculiar transparency 
of the waters in these regions was on this evening 
BO strikingly beautiful, that our in-shore anchor, 
which was lying in seventeen fothoms water, was as 
distinctly conspicuous as if it had been hanging 
at the bows. 

A great quantity of fish may be obtained here, 
but during the day, or moonlight nights, there is 
no chance of success with the seine. We re- 
peatedly tried our luck at an excellent small sandy 
bay, admirably adapted for that purpose, a little to 
the eastward of Porto Praya ; but with little effect 
until we hit upon the plan of lighting a large fire, 
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on dark nights, in the centre of the bay, close to 
the water's edge, when by shooting the net in a 
lemicircle outside the fire, the quantity of fish 
caught was immense. 

The fleet remained here nearly a month, when 
the different batteries erected on our arrival were 
dismantled, and the pieces embarked on board tJie 
ordnance transports, Oa bringing off some of the 
cannon the evening before our departure, by some 
.unfortunate negligence on the part of the lieute- 
nant, Lord N — , two of the twenty-four pounders 
were deposited in thirteen fathoms water. The 
chorgfi of recovering them was made over to our 
fitst-lieutenant, who succeeded in raising them from 
their oozy bed in the course of two or three hours, 
Jnuch to the relief of the Commander-in-chief of 
land forces, and to those concerned in the 
detention of the squadron and fleet for another 
t»cnty-four hours. 

On getting outside the bay of Porto Praya, 
Te parted company from the Commodore, taking 
the Ganges under our orders. After running to 
the westward of the whole group, we hauled up 
to the northward. In the course of a fortnight we 
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came in sight of the lofty Peak of Pico, 
above the clouds : my thoughts naturally reverted 
to the time when I first left England, to the 
changea that had taken place in my own mind 
and prospects, and to the many public events 
that had transpired since the Phaeton lay becalm- 
ed under its magnificent peak. 

We anchored in "Fayal bay for the purpose of 
procuring refreshments. At sun-set the wind set 
right into the bay, and kept increasing ; at mid- 
night it blew a hard gale : it had attained Buch 
a height that it became dangerous for the ship 
to remain any longer in the same position. 
Preparations were immediately made for getting 
out to sea ; the close-reefed top-sails were set, and 
the yards braced up to cast to starboard. When all 
was ready and the order given to cut the cable, 
the wind was about a point on the larboard bow ; 
the last strand of the cable had scarcely been cut, 
when the wind suddenly chopped round six points 
on the starboard bow. We were now in a most 
perilous state; before the yards could be braced 
round, we made sucli a stem board that we could 
not weather the northern bluff of the bay : tile 
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inly practicable alternative was instantly adopted, 
V letting go the other bower anchor, and taking 

the sails as quickly as possible ; fortunately, she 
brought up with her stem close to the breakers. 
In this anxious situation we remained till morning, 
whm the dangers that surrounded ua were disa- 
greeably visible, and they were quite enough to 
MW daunted one of less nerve than Captain C — . 
The immediate neighbourhood of the peak of 
Pico accounts for the sudden changes of wind that 
take place when blowing from the direction of the 
aountain, as was then the case ; shifting from one 
lide to the other in the course of a few seconds. 

The Ganges, which by good fortune had not 
ttactied the anchorage the preceding evening, 
Mt now appeared in the offing, was directed 
by signal to take up an anchorage in a line with 
oureelves outside the headlands, ready to assist us 
•nenever a favourable opportunity should ensure 
the bettering of ourselves. During the forenoon 
toe Sibjlle frigate appeared outside the bay, and, 
'iiile we were lying at anchor in a gale of wind, 
"« becalmed not three miles off, the breezes 
pom the peak passing over her, and descending 



upon us in all their force. At noon the weather 
moderated sufficiently to allow the Ganges to 
BSBist us. By veering away three or four cables, 
and then sending us the end of her stream cable, 
we succeeded in lifting our own anchor, and in. 
getting clear of a danger that at one time assumed, 
an alarming and hopeless aspect ; but Nil despe~ 
randum is the sailor's motto. 

We returned to Portsmouth, and were shortly 
appointed to take charge of the East India con- 
voy, as well as any other vessels willing to have 
the advantage of our protection. 

The sovereign Directors of the Leadenhall- 
street establislmient had been accustomed to send 
to the captains of His Majesty's ships appointed 
to take chffl^ of their vessels, a certain code of 
instructions and signals to be used in lieu of 
those supplied by Government. Fully possessed 
with a keen sense of their own importance, they 
unwittingly fonvarded a letter inclosing the said 
signals to Captain C — , with directions for their 
application. They could not have hit upon a 
man less likely to comply with directions coming 
from such a quarter ; by return of post their sig^ 
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nJs, instmctiona, and directions were returned, 
lilli a letter setting forth the absurdity of their 
pretensions in issuing; sucli a document, and con- 
taining a cutting reprimand upon their assumption 
of dictation. The select few doubtless opened 
their eyes wide at this impugnment of their sn- 
premacy, but they wisely took the hint, and from 
fliU period may be dated the abolition of their 
edicts for the guidance of His Majesty's officers. 

On arriving in sight of Madeira, we mode over 
the command to the senior Company's officer, and 
left them to pursue their route, whUe we bent our 
course to Funchal Roads. There we met Sir 
Sftmnel Hood, under whose orders we were to 
Cniiae, in company with three other line-of-battle 
shipa, for some months off the Canary Islands. 

Of all the duties that devolve upon the cap- 
tains of His Majesty's ships, the charge of a con- 
wy is periiaps the most onerous and annoying. 
The difficulty of making the masters attend to 
tJieir instructions, and the necessary obser\'ance of 
the rignals made to them, can scarcely be ( 



E«ved. No 



sooner is oni 
than another 



stray sheep brought 



44 HECOLLECTIONS OF 

makes too much sail, atiotlier too little ; while yoQ 
are employed in towing up a dull sailer into the 
body of the convoy, others will run bo far ahead 
as to oblige you to chase and bring them back 
again. The East India ships being commanded 
by a superior class of men, approaching the disci- 
pline and order of men of war, are particularly 
attentive, and never give any trouble ; but with 
other merchant-vessels it is one constant scene of 
toil, trouble, and vexation, unless well regulated 
at the commencement, and the orders of the Com- 
jnodore are carried into effect. The responsibility 
is great, and if any of the unruly fold are missing 
through the obstinacy or ill conduct of the masters, 
the owners and underwriters are too apt to lay 
the blame upon the officer in charge of them. 
Too much credit cannot be given to men by 
whose judicious arrangements and watchful atten- 
tion a convoy is conducted in safety to its 
destination. The plan generally adopted by Cap- 
tain C — was to make the dullest-sailing ship the 
leading one of the convoy, making her carry all 
possible sail with safety, and never permitting any 
of the othera to pass her beam ; whenever this 
occurred, a shot was Eiied acToaa \.Vt dffiiadmff 
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party's tawse, the expense of which was paid for 
by the master. As a captain of a man-of-war can 
only be actuated by a sincere and anxious desire 
fin the safety and protection of the commercial 
mteregte of his country, the underwriters at 
Uoyd's cannot pay too much attention to any re- 
preMntation he may think it necessary to make to 
that body respecting the conduct of individuals 
entrusted with the charge of their merchant- 
shipB. 

The squadron having assembled, we proceeded 
to tile southward. When within a hundred and 
ten miles of the Peak of Teneriffe, the weather 
htiBikably clear, and the time near sunset, it 
»Pl)cared to lift its lofty summit far above the 
horiion, resembling a thin blue cloud, the faint 
outlines of which were scarcely two shades darker 
Itsn the heavens. It recalled lorcibly to my 
■■*iind the departed hero Nelson : he had towered 
■l^igj above his fellows, as the lofty pinnacle 
■befitte IIS rose superior in height to the islands 
Winnd it ; it was at its base he lost his right 
"nil! piecemeal did he offer himself to the service 
Mi glory of hia country, and con8vi!nnia\.c4 vVt 
^cfiSce in a halo of brightness w\i\d\ VvW sVei. 
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its piercing raj's into the darkest recesses of 
futurity. 

" To live with fame 



The Gods allow lo many ; but to die 
Willi equal lustre, is a blessing Heaven 
Selects rroiD all the (Choicest boons of fate. 
And with a sparing hand on few bestows." 



4 



A fatality appeareil to attend us during this un- 
fortunate cruise ; eight or ten men were lost ovep- 
boatd. Of all the melancholy scenes which beset 
the-sailor's life, I know of none so deeply distrefis- 
ing as that which attends the loss of life to men 
by (ailing overboard. In the course of one stormy 
night, whilst close reefing the topsails, three un- 
fortunate beings, by a sudden change of winrf, 
were for ever severed from their companions. I 
cannot better describe this painful occurrence, 
than by availing myself of the beautiful lines of 
Falconer, who was himself fated to perish amidst 
the horrors of that element which he has so pathe- 
tically and ably described ; — 

" While from its margin, terrible In tell, 
Three sailors with their gatlant boatswain fell ; 
Torn witli resistless fuiy from their hold, 
In vain their siniggling arms the yard enfold ; 
In vain to grapple flying cords ihey try ; 
The cords, alas ! a solid gripe deny ! 






Thruwn on the midaighl sur^, with panting brealli 
They cry for aid, and long contend with death. 
High o'er their heads the rolling billows sweep, 
Aad down they sink In everlasting sleep. 
liereft of power to help, their cooirades see 
The wretched victims die beneath the lee ; 
With fniitlcEB Kirrow their lost Gtale bemoan. 
Perhaps a fatal prelode to their own !" 

It was dark, and we were unable to afford any 
UBistance to the drowning men. I will not now 
Kpatiate upon the mischief that often proceeds 
from the well-meant but injudicious struggling 
•ad rivalry that instantly prevails when a man ia 
ovnlmard, as to who shall be first in tlie work of 
tumanity, but which end is at times satily de- 
feated by the total absence of method and purr 
pose. The original e\i\ is not imfretjuently ag- 
■gavated by an increase of victims, the result of 
Wnfosion and mismanagement. I once suffered so 
sicraeiatingly in mind after a deplorable accident 
'^ this nature (hut which, not coming within the 
*wpe of this work, will not now be commented 
on,) tliat, should I ever again command one of His 
Majfsty'a ships, I shall give my best attention to 
lliia important subject, and endeavour to devise 
'ome means, not only to lessen the risk attendant 
w these frequent mischances, but to c■(lTO^i^i■^e 
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as miieh as possible tlie art of swinnning, ■ 
is an absolutely necessary part of a sailor's educa- 
tion. The sea is our element, and we should Bvim 
upon its surface, and dive into its bosom, with as 
much sang-froid as we pace the deck, or lightly 
trip on shore. 

At the conclusion of the cruise, which was 
barren in interest, we ^ain repaired to Madeira. 
Here the parties of shore-going reckless reefer* 
enacted their usual part in a gallop up to the 
Convent and down again, at the risk of breaking 
their necks, accompanied by their convoy, the 
master of the poor animal holding on by the tail. 
A good breakfast being leisurely despatched, we 
called for our bill, and were not slightly startled 
to find it amounted to fourteen thouamd five 
hundred and odd reas ! 

" Fourteen thousand devils !" exclaimed all 
aghast : " what does the fellow mean ?" 

The waiter could not speak English or French, 
nor any of us Portuguese ; our host was ac- 
cordingly ordered up. Meanwhile we were com- 
paring notes, and adding up the sum total of 
cash possessed by us en masse. The lowest 
dixieme in the numerical table, which the dollars 
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(orrespondcd to, was aliirming. We were agrce- 
ahly Burprised by the landlord proclaiming that 
the thousands which had so scared us, reduced into 
dollars, would amount to eighteen.: a sum far ex- 
teeding the demands of equity, but which at that 
Boment appeared trifling, compared to our pre- 
Tlously excited fears : — we paid it without a demur. 
During our stay here I very narrowly escaped 
beeoniing food for fishes. The first lieutenant 
aid given ua the jolly-boat to proceed on a bath- 
ing expedition, and we pulled to a rock not far 
from the Loo. Two of the crpw were in the boat, 
one of whom was an East Indian : he remarked 
to Ub, that when in the act of diving, if the liands 
•We joined and raised above the head, we should 
ilioot up to the surface without moving a luub. 
"ic whole party had begun dressing themselves 
Men 1 determined upon having another dive, 
to try the East Indian's plan. I leaped off the 
"Jtli bto twenty fethoms, and, ambitious to outdo 
"11 lily jnessmates in the length of time I could 
"'Wain under water, I allowed myself to sink to 
^ Mrtain depth, from which I fancied I could 

I^lii out till I again reached the surface : accotd- 
njL, ti, D 
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ingly I adopted tlie Indian's plan of holdin^fl 
aons over my head, and supposed 1 was fast 
ascending, when, in point of feet, I waa rapidly 
descending. Greatly exhausted, 1 began to 
strike out ; but, before I attained the Bur&icei 
I had taken in Buch a quantity of water, that I 
■was nearly senseless, and had no power to keep 
myself afloat, and down I went again : I rose a 
second time, fortimately close to the rock, but in 
a perfectly senseless state. My companions ima- 
gined that on my first appearance I was playing 
a part to frighten them ; but during the short in^^ 
terval of my second submersion they became 
alarmed, and, when I again rose, seized me by 
the ami, and hauled me into the boat. After 
disgorging a great quantity of the saline fluid, my 
senses returned. I did not recover the effects of 
this invasion of the deep for a month, and the 
pain I suffered in my ears during the passage to 
England, amounted at times to agony. I ex- 
perienced all the sensations of deatli by drowning, 
which, by the by, I should say were not very 
terrible, and were it not smacking too much of 
Hibernia, I think I might say I have been drowoed^ 



CHAPTER III. 

Placed OD board the Achille— Blockule — iMasler'3 Mates — A 
Cock-pit Orpheus — FmcM witli Ihe Colerer of the ilesi — 
HU complaint to ihfi Captain— JiKular revenge of tliB Mid- 
dles — CoDiequeul partition of the larlioa.nl tierlh — FoUow- 
mj-Leader— Grampus blovriog. 

Captain C — , on tia arrival at Plymouth, gave 
up the ship ; and two other Middies and mjself 
were placed on board tho AcUille, Sir Richard 
Kwig, who shortly afterwards proceeded in com- 
mand of a squadron off Ferrol, where the Spa- 
liiiids were fitting out a squadron. Nine months 
'hd we blockade them, with nothing to relieve the 
"Wnotony of the scene but the everlasting sight of 
»,Cepe Prior, varied only, as the winter gales drove 
1* to tne northward or southward, by views of 
CapeTuriana and Cape Ortegal. Fortunately the 
d2 
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high spirits of young blood broke through the 
ennui that must otLerwise have bound us in its 
withering folda : what with cockpit prants, bull 
dancing, the occasional All-up of a gale of wind, 
and an excellent skipper, we passed away -a 
nierry winter ; for to be othem'ise than merry in 
the cockpit of the Achille, a fellow must have been 
made of impenetrable stuff. 

The two master's mates were rather advanced ia 
years for that rank in his Majesty''B service. The 
eenior of them had charge of the larboard berth : 
he had, I believe, risen from an inferior station ; it 
was at least presumed so from the unsparing man- 
ner in which he clipped and transmogrified the 
King's English. His success in emeiging from his 
primary orbit had certainly greatly tended to raise 
his own ideas of self-importance, and this in a 
much higher ratio than the turbulent reefers, over 
whom he presided, appeared to think admissible. 
His ludicrous endeavours to maintain his position, 
and the miat^hievous tricks of the boys to shake the * 
rooted opinion he entertained of liis own worth,' 
were the cause of constant contention and fir 
. citement tp the inhabitant of the lower regioB|« . 
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As specimens of this class oic now nearly if not 
quite extinct in the navy, and the redoubtable 
hero of the scene I am going to describe has long 
since disappeared from the world's stage, I shall 
ihtroduce him to my readers. He was an awk- 
ward-made man, about forty years of age, but only 
acknowletlged to be something under thirty ; witli 
a lajge sharp countenance deeply marked with the 
^mall-pox ; altogether anything but prepossess- 
ing in bis outward appearance. The only stauncb 
■lly lie could boast of was his brother officer, 
whose penrhant for the fine arts, in the shape of 
xaejuug catgut upon a cracked violin, though all 
Tcry musical to the obtuse senses of his sympa- 
thiiing friends, was any thing but harmony to the 
sensibly acute oigans of the tormented reefers. 
The cockpit Orpheus was an active, well-built 
follow, perfectly .competent to contend with half a 
dwen of his younger brethren ; his weighty hand, 
Wever delicately it might at times draw forth 
inspiring sounds, was e^^nally capable, as many 
^!d testify, of eliciting from the unfortunate 
youngster who fell under his displeasure, notes a.s 
Wmuaical and discordant as any blata.n.t t^wairo^eA 
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could well produce. But for this knowlet 
suspect his solos would have been more frequently 
iiitemipted, if indeed the means of practising them 
had not altogether disappeared by the offending in- 
strument and all its appurtenances being consigne J- 
to Uie care of the Naiads. The self-consequence 
of the one and the musical pretensions of the other 
had separated the two mates from the support or 
sufirages of the reefers, and accordingly an alliance, 
offensive and defensive, was entered into by these 
worthies. In consequence of this inimical state 
of things, they were regarded as fair play by the 
younger fiatemity, whenever the opportunt^ 
eurred of attacking them witli advantage. 

Old Woollard prided liimself amazingly 1 
his abilities as caterer, and viewed with indig- 
nant horror the attempt of any individual to in- 
terfere with his arrangements, orthe presumption 
of questioning any item in the accounts he laid 
upon the table for tlieir inspection. One of the 
most wicked of the cockpit wags determined not 
only to dispute the autliority of the caterer, but 
to overhaul the accounts. 

The shrill pipe of the boatswain had sunuttM 
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all iiaiids to llie work of mastication. Pea-soiip 
piiced the head of the table, and a diali of salt-junk, 
encrusted with a dark coat of saline particles, tlic 
bottom. Taking advantage of the absence of tlic 
rousician, who was detained serving out the grog, 
the miacliief-loving Mid began the attack. 

" Where are the potatoes, boy ?" 

" Tbere are not no more," answered the caterer. 

" Not no more, WooIIard : I am glad to hear 
tnat, for two negatives make an affirmative ; then 
*liy are they not on the tabic ?" 

" I tells you as how there are not no moi'c ; 
m call you a thundering knowing fellow if you 
BSD make 'taties out of your negatives and yoiu- 
Winntives, as yoii call them." 

"All oiiT sea stock expended already! it is 
"•ipossible ; there must be some mismanage- 
afnt." 

" What is that ere you say, Master Nimble- 
^opg? I ailvise you to lap your gruel, and not 
meddle with those there consams you have no bu- 
sies* with." 

" I have paid my mess, and I have a right 
to Imcrw how it has been expended." 
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" Certainly he hnSi — lie lias," repeated ihe 
wliole assembled company. 

Down dropped the soup-ladle from the liunds 
of the astonished caterer, eyeing all around with 
wonder and lll-concealed ire. " Why, what tlie 
h— 11 are you all arter ? Come, no more of your 
gammon, or 111 give some of you a bunch of fives 
instead of your 'taties." 

The operations of the dinner-table were at a 
stand- still, 

" Is that your mode of settling accounts ? That 
won't do, Woollard ; we must have it in black 
and white." 

" I tell you what it is, young gentlemen : if , 
you gives me any more of your slack jaw, I'll Just 
go up to Sir Richard K — g, and see what he'll 
say to thia here nitty — " 

" Go ! go ! go !" resounded from all sides in 
universal chorus, joined in by the members of the 
opposite berth ; and the enraged commander-in- 
chief of the cockpit, being unable to vent hia 
wrath upon any particular individual, started off 
amidst a shower of Bravoes ! whicli accelerated his 
e to an unusual rapidity of movement. FoaaV 
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ing wltii rage he appeared on tlic qiiarter-clcck ; 
his anger had in some degree divested him of that 
awe in which he usually stood when he addressed 
his captain. 

" What ia the matter, Mr. Woollard P'" 

" Why, do you see, Sir Richard, tliose there 
young gentlemen, Mr. D— f-d and Mr. D-^l-fi 
at the head of them, are hullying on nie at no 
rate ; I can't eat my dinner in peace. Sir Richard \ 
they have all set-to upon me, cause as how there 
are no 'taties." 

" Indeed, Mr. Woollanl. But what have they 
been about .'' whom do you complain of in parti- 
cular ?" 

" There are no partiklers among them ; tlicy aj'e 
all alike. Sir Richard. You see it 's more tLau 
three months since we left port, and ifs quite an 
Unpossible thing for the wegetables to last for 
ever." 

It was evident that the risible faculties of Sir 
Richard were in danger of being excited to a 
, pitch that might have exploded in laughter, had 
he not bent his steps towanls his cabin wliile ad- 
•iflBSing the offended dignitary. 
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" Very true, Mr. "VVoolIard, very true ; but I 
have no doubt they will see the folly of such ex- 
pectations : the better plan would be not to take 
any notice of thein." 

The sentry closed the cabin-tloor, and poor 
Woollard took nothing by his motion. The 
scene on the quarter-deck was known in the cock- 
pit before the descent of the mate ; a ckiavara was 
prepared for him that any mob of Frenchmen 
might have envied for the effect it had upon the 
. object it was given in honour of. Not a word 
was uttered as he retook his seat at the table : his 
own communication broke the silence. 

" If any more of this here nonsense is going on, 
Sir Richard will bring you up, my fine lads, with 
a round i\\ra double-bitted, do you see; so you 
had better be <)uiet.'" 

And he took up his knife and fork to proceed 
with his dinner. One of his tormentors sang out 
" W," a second " double 0," a third " double 
L," — " A," repeated a fourth, " R," added a fifth, 
" D," screamed a sixth. The whole of the star- 
board and larboard berths Laving caught up the 
patronymic of our chief, it was rung out inaBttr' 
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a ijnick succession of changes in lus tortured cai-s, 
M in a, sort of bewililerraent he turned from the 
fifst aggressor to the second, third, and so on, for 
explanation of this unaccountable attack, that, 
unable to slide in a word amidst the dcafeniiij; 
chorus of Wool-lard — Wool-lard — Wool-lanI, 
tlie persecuted man found his only refuge ami 
means of revenge in the discharge of a shower of 
biseijits and missiles at the noddles of the offend- 
ing parties. Throwing a scowling look of defiance 
iioiuid, he darted out of the cockpit to make 
kQovn to the first Lieutenant " the unpossibility 
w raoaining in such a den as that ere larboai'd 
berth." 

A regular inquiry now took place, and as the 
"nolejjogse comitalus of the cock-pit were involved 
10 the cliai^e, the cause was, after a patient heai- 
'igi referred to the Captain, who decided that, as 
the laateys could not live in peace with the rcef- 
^1 it would be necessary to divide the larboard 
"^; and the carpenters were immediately set to 
*ork to run up a bulk-head to separate the con- 
'*i*ling parties, the musical mate and Ms ally 
"**!'% up tlieir abode in the smaller one, and the 
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ili scorn fi ted rctfera craniiiiing themselves into the 
other. 

Poor WooUard only increased his ills by the 
chaDge, for the attacks upon his comfort were not 
only more frequent, but carried on more aaccesfr- 
fully under the cover of the buik-head. 

Follow my leader, iu fine weather, was a, favour- 
ite amusement of the frolicksome reefers of the 
Achille ; there was no end to their jokea and 
tricks. At the close of a middle watch the leader 
was. still showing off hia agility and calling upon 
hia followers to perform their part of tlie game by 
strictly imitating all the manceuvres he should 
present to them. As a finale he jumped into 
the windsail, and descended into the cockpit. I 
followed : we were ready prepared with a rope- 
yam to tie up the mouth of the sail, which was 
quickly executed. My old friend and messmate 
R — ds was the first who found himself caught in 
the trap. " Hold fast ! hold fast," came too lata 
to be of any avail as a warning to tliose who were 
rapidly descending upon him. Up the leadef 
and myself scampered to the quartej^deck, where 
under the poop-awning stood all the waal^ 
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buckets, ready filled with water for washing decks. " 
In the twinkling of an eye tte contents were 
burled with merciless wm and relentless purpose 
do™ the winds^. " Oh G-d ! oh G-d ! I can't 
Dteithe. Oh I you — you'll — sufFo — suffocate us : 
"e— we arc dy— dying," sputtered forth the four 
pwimt prisoners. Down flowed another bucket- 
ful, and the hubbub in the cockpit was at its 
lieight, when flop came the whole contents of 
the wmdsail, Middies, salt-water and all, upon 
Uie cockpit-deck ; the happy delivery having been 
eSected by my fiiend Dick's knife, with which 
lis cut his way through his canvass prison. 

Generally speakbg, I know of no ship where 
"i^ Middies kept a stricter watch than on board 
loo Acliille : a breach of the observance was attend- 
« with woful. effects to the lad caught napping ; 
""■ M sure as the eye closed, the grampus began 
blowing; and what was still more disagreeable, 
"W Captain was equally certain of hearing it, 

Aa my la)id readers may not be aware of the 
"lining of grampus blowing, 1 will explain the 
■"ode usually adopted on these occasions. As 
*'*'i ^ information is obtained of the vioktwa 
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of tliis most rigid article of war relating i 
sleeping upon watch, tlie whole band of Mid- 
dies belonging to the watch assemble round the 
sleeping innocent, each armed with a bucket full 
of water. All being duly prepared, one dashee the 
contents of his bucket full in the face of the de- 
linquent, loudly bawling in his ear at the same 
moment " A man overboard !" and before the 
poor dcTil can recover the scaring effects of the first 
dose, he is almost suffocated by the repeated 
shocks that assail him from all parts, and so bewil- 
dered and mystified that l)e is led to believe he ib 
the identical fellow who is overboard. Arms and 
legs are seen striking out in every direction, and 
" Sa — sa — save mc !" plaintively uttered, till the 
streams cease flowing, and permit the affrighted 
culprit to recall his scattered senses. 
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My convaleicenCE — Yellow Jack^A Presentiment — Refltc- 



Obders at length arrived to send us into port, 
I and greatly delighted we were at tliia change 
> of destiny. Nine months, (Timpg which time we 
had never let go an anchor, was no uncommon 
period to remain eruiaing off the enemy's coast 
I during the war. We were soon anugly moored in 
I Cawsand Bay, fully prepared to taste the joys of 
I the shore. Letters awaited the arrival of R — d« 
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and mysolf, informing ua that Captain C — was 
appointed to the Aboukir, seventy-four, at Chat- 
ham, and the day following we were desired by 
Sir Richoid K — g to prepare for joining our for- 
mer Captain. We joyfully set out for our ne* 
ship. Before we arrived at Chatham, Captain C — 
was removed to the Pompee, eighty-gun ship, at 
the same port, one of the finest line-of-battle ships 
at that time in his Majesty's service, and the very 
same vessel upon whose deck, some ten or ele>-eii 
years prior to my present dignified introduction, 
I had made my entree into the service tucked up 
under the sideaman's ami, anned with a dirk 
and fully accoutred in knee-breeches, cocked-liat, 
&c, all according to the then strict etiquette. I 
must have been a perfect figure of fun, and I can- 
not wonder that the little officer was courteously 
dismissed to sup porridge, and con over his hie iae 
hoc. I now trod the deck " chewing the cud of 
sweet and bitter Jancy ;" the flavour of the first, 
however, predominated in the melange, as I turned 
my thoughts from past scenes to present pro- 
spects. My amour prnpre had been deeply grati- 
fied bj receiving a higher rating, and my ii 
tnent us mate of the fiiat walcV. 
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Sflffie of my new mesgmates were Jnjiliing 
blades; bo, after a alight consultation, it was de- 
cided that our berth should be 6ttcd up in a style 
ofel^ance and splendour suited to tlie extrava- 
piot ideas of some of its inhabitants. A moat im- 
posing display of plate was the cooaeqiienee of 
wis sage resolution ; a steward was shipped, and 

the faTour of our Captain tlie berth was en- 
^ed, uid a store-room appropriated to our use. 

Whether an ardent desire to show how things 
wtddbe done in the cockpit, or whether the love 
spitality vas the dominant reason, I cannot 
BOW take upon me to determine ; but certain it is 
Wat the midshipmen of his Majesty's ship Pomptje 
sent their compliments to the lieutenants and 
■IMfBTg of his Majesty's fleet then lying in Toi^ 
'^1 requesting the honour of their company at 
oilnfit on a specified day, (wind and weather 
I^Mitting) ; and it is no less certain that 
Woat fifty guests were on that day assembled in 
tile gun-rooro of the Pompee, which had been 
jrindiy yielded up to their use, and that mirth, 
t^ humour, and cordiality reigned paramount at 
festive board. Doubtless the refined ideas 
Wrf lairarious habits of the elegant -joimg %ct\- 



as 

tlemeii of tlie flag and guard-ships of the presi 
day would lead them to aeout with indignat 
the claims of the Pompee's ofl&cera to distinct 
upon a point so peculiarly their own ; neverthe! 
the entertainment was recherche; it becami 
nine days' wonder ; and if we had any vanity 
was gratified liy the encomiums we received, : 
the matter it furnished for conversation and i 
c\iEsion among our ieas dashing brethren in tun 

Detached from the Ushant team, we procee 
off Rochfort to watch the enemy's vessels in , 
Roods. The numerous opportunities that i 
occurred of chasing the chassc-mareea with 
boats, made the time pass cheerily enough ; i 
were frequently despatched nt night to endea' 
to cut off these coasting craft, and afforded il 
esting employment to the younger hands. 

One dark still night 1 was ordered offwitl 
baige and pinnace under my command. Pla 
the latter in her appointed station, I proceed* 
take up ndne inside I'lslc du Rhe, We 
pulling with muffled oars quietly along the si 
when an old hard-a-weather boatswain's mate, 
was acting coxswain for the night, requested 
ftiniestly that I would aWoii Wn lo ^« oi\ -i 
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'just for the fun of the tiling,"' merely to pluek a 
turf to show Johnny Crapaud, when day broke, 
list with all his patrolling he could not prevent us 
fiom landing. 

" Gfod bless you, Mr. S-^, do ye now, if it is 
wily a blade of grass." 

The proposal of the veteran happening to 
chime in with my own foolish inclinations, the re- 
ipest was complied with, and the boat's head was 
directed to the beach, and in a few minutes her 
fceel grated on the strand. Armed with cutlasses 
Hid pistols, we landed, leaning sis hands to keep 
toe Ijoat afloat, and proceeded silently in a dose 
Wj directly inland : the path we pursued led us 
to a Tmeyard, bounded on one side by a steep 
wk. I began to reflect upon the folly and dan- 
fo of this inroad upon a hostile shore, without 
^ UBtensible object but the gratification of a 
•Wish freak ; when, just as I had determined to 
•rt upon the sensible resolution of beating a speedy 
■Ktiest, one of my fellows having climbed the 
"*nk, sang out, 

" D — n my eyes, if here am't a parcel of woolly 
iMidfi." 

^ to this moment I had kept tliem \tv com.- 
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pact order and strict .sili 
thiB incautious exclamation uttered, tlian ull broke 
loose irom their restraint, mounted the bank, and 
ran off helter-skelter in chase of the supposed 
woolly birds. I now felt the rashness of my con- 
duct in its fullest extent ; and wliat would have 
been the result of it I cannot pretend to divine, 
had not the woolly birds, on close examination, 
turned out to be a knot of low separated bushes, 
which, in the haze and darkness of the night, were 
taken for sheep. I immediately collected my 
Btray flock: we marched off for the boat with na 
mucTi haste as our legs could "carry us, and were 
lucky enough to reach and enter it at the precise 
moment the Frcncli patroles met at the point of 
our embarkation. 

We got clear off, uninjured by the musket* 
shots that were sent after us, though 8everal of 
them struck the boat. Most sincerely did I blesa 
my lucky stars for having extricated me out of so 
foolish a scrape. The turf, and some branches 
of the vine, were maliciously displayed at day- 
break on the boat-hook in the bow, which drew 
upon us the harmless fire of the fort on I'Isle d« 
^ Rhe. So much for juvenile tricks. 
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. While cruising off Roclifort, a Guernsey priva- 
teer, standing too close in shore, grounded on the 
Jile du Rhe ; the barge .was immediately des- 
pildied by Captain C — to her assistance. By 
tbf time we reached her, the ebb-tide had made, 
•hJbU oiir exertions to get her off proved fruit- 
leai. As the water receded, our considerate look- 
out friends on shore brought down a couple of 
'(rfd pieces, by way of keeping ns warm and 
*ff(»ding US ammement. The cutter had heeled 

« much to seaward, in consequence of the 
■tiioreB with which we had endeavoured to keep her 
Dpriglit giving way, that her guns were useless. 
Indeed, the position the Frenchmen had taken up 

1 have effectimlly prevented us &om annoying 
Ihem had we been upon an even keel : it was a 
™Bgi flat, shelving shore, so that at high water 
«Hr shot barely reached us ; but as the tide fell, 
■"d they became more pointed in their attentions, 
*e found our situation by no means agreeable. 
^0 ahandon the vessel without straining every 
?»Ve to save her was not a likely act of Lieu- 
**n»nt B-dges, w)io had arrived with an addi- 
^MWl reinforcement ; it was not to be. thought of. 
"'S^t WHS approaching, and ther was gooi tea,. 
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8011 to hope she migUt be so lightened before the 
next liigh water that the chances would be greatly 
in favour of her eecape. Another boat being sent 
to our assiBtance, her guns, and the greater part of 
her stores, were got out. At low water she was 
high and dry, nearly a quarter of a mile above 
low water mark. It was fortunately dark ; but 
the enemy had now udvanced so near us, that 
every shot they fired entered the unfortunate 
craft. We were pretty well secured by remain- 
ing under the lee of the cutter ; but, fearful of 
being surrounded, which manoeuvre might have 
easily been attempted, we were obliged to throw 
out parties to the right and left, so thai, in case 
of an attack of that description by superior 
numbers, we should Lave been enabled to moke 
good our retreat to the boats. Finding no re- 
turn to their fire, and every thing quiet, the 
Frenchmen approached with an apparent determi- 
nation to get possession of the vessel. Discharging 
their pieces, they came on in double-quick time ; ' 
but a salute of small arms drove them instantly 
back again, and no further attempt was made to 
dislodge us. We were, however, so riddled by 
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llieir round shot before the fiood forced them to 
Ktitat, that the privateer was done over ; her bot- 
ti>m vas regularly drilled ; and the water made its 
wy 80 much more rapidly into her hold than we 
coiild get clear of it, that we found oursclvea 
Uidet the disagreeable necessity of putting the 
finisliing stroke to the Frenchman's work, by 
rfrMtiially placing her hors du combat. At low 
Iteithe enemy took possession of her remains. 

It must have been a galling spectacle to the 
fifficers of the Gallic squadron to see iia taking 
Wter in Basque Roads from the gales outside, 
'rfwliich convenience we invariably availed our- 
Wlves, even striking lower yanls and topmasts 
"■henever the gale rendered such a precaution ne- 
'Wary. The Impetueux became our Commo- 
^, snd in company with her and the Theseus 
w continued to cruise off this coast. 

During the latter part of our cruise, I was or- 
'«Kd to perform the dnty of a Lieutenant. The 
tiisige of an eighty-gun ship raised me a hundred 
P*t«nt. in my own estimation : to stand high in 
'^i opinion of my Captain was one of the leading 
■"•Hta of my ambition, and this confidence on hia 
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part nppcaretl to nic a sign of especial grace and 
favour. 

I am of opinion that there cannot be a more 
judicious plan adopted than that of accuBtoining 
youngmen (wort)iy of confidence) to the comnumd 
of the deck i it provokes a laudable degi'ce of ambi- 
tion and emulation in the person selected ; it cairly 
habituates him to the observance of self-command 
and to the exercise of authority over others; aodit 
tends to allay those feverish feelings of irritation 
that are too often engendered by the dilatory ac- 
knowledgment of services that a long aeries of 
years of patient merit justly entitle to reward, 

The above remark refers more particularly to 
passed midshipmen ; but youngsters who poBsess 
abilities, steadiness, and an axdent desire to excel 
in their profession, cannot too soon, under proper 
surveillance, be included in this desirable arrange^ 
ment. By far the greater number of lieutenants 
never tread the deck as officers ol' the watch 
until they do so by vulue ol' their commissioii. 
One would imagine that the precious piece of 
parchment had talismanic properties ; that it could 
convert the dunderhead into the officer, and 
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rndow him at once with the requisite quantum of 
sbilitiea and experience. 

Mj new honoura were threatened with a very 
speedy termination. It was the middle watch, 
Md we were sailing in line witli the Impctueux 
Mid Theseus, when the Commodore made the signal 
lo tack in succession. We followed in his wake, 
W the Theseus, who, previously to our going 
»hout,was to windward of Ler station three or four 
points on our weather quarter, instead of going 
Utea of us, according to tLe signal, and then 
taeking, endeavoured to pass between us and 
the Commodore, though our jib-boom was nearly 
'>*'« the taffrail of the Impetueus, Not sup- 
pOMng the Theseus would peraist in this mad 
Wiuae, and knowing I was in my proper station, 
I stood on. Too late she perceived her error, and 
Utered her course to pass astern. Finding that 
™c nnist inevitably come in contact with us, I put 
'oe helm down to lessen the shock, and slap she 
*«>i lis on the quarter ; her jib-boom passing 
•l»ft the mizcn-rigging, knocking away the quar- 
"r-boat, and dealing out sundry other damage and 
'if'trinient to his Majesty's ship Pompee. The 

fOt,. II. E 
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Captain was on deck in a trice. Believing, at the 
first glance of affairs, that I was to blame, he was 
on the point of opening out his lower-deckers 
upon me, when I requested him to take notice o€ 
the Commodore's position. The storm that was 
ready to fall heavily upon my shoulders, was shift- 
ed to those of the unfortunate lieutenant of the 
offending ship. Next day an inquiry took place, 
when I was perfectly acquitted by the evidence 
of the officer of the watch on board the Impetueux. 
The culprit lieutenant got off with a few dBja' 
arrest, and the paj-raent of the value of the jib- 
boom. 

Despatched off Cordovan light-house, we fell in 
with a suspicious schooner, to which we gave 
chase. It blew so hard that we nearly buried hei 
under the heavy press of sail she carried on. She 
was within gun-shot, and in a fair way of falling 
into our clutches, when the wind suddenly shift- 
ing brought her on the weather bow, and fell to a 
light air. Whilst we were lying pretty nearly 
motionless on the water, the schooner was creeping 
away to windward ; at dark we lost sight of her. 
We afterwards learned that she was a Bpani||rir : 



lichly freighted with dollars, and succeeded in 
getting into port. 

On rejoining the Impetiieux we were ordered 
into Plymouth, at which place we fitted out for 
the West Indies. The station allotted to ub was 
Dot liigUy relished by the major part of the 
officers, but to the young hands it presented the 
features of novelty : a desideratum quite sufficient 
to secure their approbation ; any thing was prefer- 
ible to sailing in line off Ushant. We touched 
*t Madeira, and this time I liad the wisdom to 
>rai myself with a letter of introduction to one 
of the principal mercantile houses in the island. 
From these gentlemen I received the most hos- 
pitable attention, such as induces me to rccom- 
inenj to all lieutenants and middies the adoption 
•rfi similar politic measure. 

On the morning of our departure from Funchal 
Ilotda, I was surprised at the announcement of 

A cask of wne is alongside for Mr. S — .^ 

"For me, quartermaster? no such good luck, 

w a mistake." 

"Box your trotters, master Jemmy, and see 

bkt ia in the wind," sang out a reefer ; and as 
e2 



I got upon the i]imrter-deck, a note agreeably 
plained the mvBtery. It was a present of fine 
old bottled Madeira from my kind friends on shore. 
Having seen it safely landed on l!ie main-deck, I 
lost no time in gladdening the hearts of my mesa- 
mates with the pleasing intelligence of there 
being no quiz in the case, but bona fide the 
juice of the generous grape. So loudly was it 
praised, and so amicably waa it discussed, that, 
alas \ the remembrance of its balmy fragrance 
alone remained when we anchored in Carlisle 
Bay at Barbadoes. 

We were within a few days of our destina- 
tion, and were roiling down the trades, when at 
six in the morning a strange sail was diBeovered 
on our starboard quarter, apparently in chase of 
us ; we immediately hauled to the wind. This 
manceuvre disenchanted the golden visions of die 
stranger, and, finding us likely to prove an airb- 
ward customer, he likewise hauled upon a bow- 
line. The eliase now began. The lower yards of 
the pursued (evidently a mnn-of-war brig) could 
only be seen from the main-top ; but her manosu- 
vies, and the cut of her sails, at onee annoimceii 
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lier nation. As tin' sun ruse in tlie lieavens, tlie 
™i<I mtreased, and we Imd already gained eonsi- 
nwably on the chase, when she was under the 
neceBsity of reefing in consequence of the strong 
squalls and fiery trade wind. This was just the 
weatLer in which the old Pompee shone to the 
fffeatest advantage, and we hailed the increasing 
S^^ta with pleasure. AH hands were kept upon 
ueck ready to shorten sail at an instant's notice. 
Ifie brig being to windward was a certain guide 
'^ ua as to the strength of the squalls, and we 
Wfe prepared to act accordingly. By noon we 
W her hull up from the deck : she carried on 
icost nobly ; her spars bent like bows before she 
yielded to the blast. As soon as her top-sails 
*0e observed coming down, every man was on 
lie alert, and the instant the squall struck us 
the top-gaUant-stuls were furled, and the top-sails 
down in a trice. The moment its force was ex- 
pended, up they flew to the mast-heads, and the 
upper sails were again expanded to the breeze. 
It was one of the most beaiitifid and soul-stirring 
ehftses it has ever been my fortune to witness. 
The little croft was clearly overpressed ■, nut t.\\ft 
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vantage ground of a hair''8 breadth was lost <m^ 
side. In one of the heavy squalls lier lee main- 
top-sail sheet was carried away, and the sail flut- 
tered in ribbons. We made sixre of our prey— 
" She is our's to a certainty," — ^when that certainty 
vanished by the smartness of the Frenchman, who 
in double-quick time bent another main-t op-sail. 
The Pomp^e's men liad scarcely token in another 
Tcef, when our skilful foe was observed sheeting 
home and hoisting away again. It required no 
great sagacity to discover that her commander 
■was a practically good seaman, who knew fall well 
how to manage bis dashing little barky. In a 
short time, away went both his foretop-sail sheets. 
" She cannot escape now — it is impossible."— 
" By heavens ! he has secured his canvass this 
time — there he is hauling home his sheets again. 
— " Well done — gallantly done, Johnny Cttf 
paud, — the Devil favours his own offepring. 
*' Blow, good breezes, blow,'' (the wind was begin- 
ning to lull.) " Shake out a reef of the topsails." 
And now the fears of losing the brig began 
to assume a palpable form, as she was observed to 
bold her own. No sooner were our men iMdoflt 
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Upon the top-sail yards, than the brig's men ap- 
peared to be occupied with the like duty. " He 
is determined to pve us a run for it." — " Blow 
breezee, blow," was again heard munmiriiig around, 
id, by way of coaxing the airs of heaven, the 
.BiaBter and first lieutenant were whistling to the 
wind, in tune something similar to that adopted 
by ostlers to their horses. All our whistling and 
coaxiDgs iiiiled in propitiating the wind deities. 
The sun declined, the wind dropped, and the 
Freaichinan remained upon the gaining side; 
there vos no moon, and the distance was too 
^eat between us to admit of the hope of keeping 
him in sight when night should close in. The 
ship was kept rapt full to get on her beam, as 
nifording us the best chance of seeing her with the 
night-glasses. Not a vestige of the chase could 
■be discovered an hour after sunset. A further 
pursuit was considered both hopeless and unpro- 
fitable by the disappointed officere. 

expected the hammocks to he piped down, 
and the ship to be kept on her course again ; 
but Captain C — had acquired too much expe- 
rience of our cunning adversary's shiftings and 
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doublings to resign prematurely a quanTifl 
every y-'nj worthy our attention. The plan he 
pursued, displayed the sound judgment that 
always guided his conduct in cases of difficulty 
and uBcertainty, at once inspiring hope, security, 
and confidence in those around him. He noted 
the spot where we had first fallen in with the brig, 
and her precise situation when last seen ; and con- 
cluded that the wary Frenchman would stand on 
under all sail till nine o'clock, then tack, and 
bear up before the wind to take his original posi- 
tion. Accordingly, at the hour he expected the 
chase to tack, we went about, and shortened sail 
to the topsails. The wind had previously fallen 
to a light breeze. In due time we edged away 
to meet him, on the supposed line of his course. 
All hands were ready stationed to make sail in an 
instant ; the main-deck guns were cleared away ; 
officers and men were peering in all directions, 
endeavouring to penetrate the darkness that sur- 
rounded the vessel. Meanwhile the captain, who 
had retired for a few minutes to consult the chart, 
upon which he had marked the expected point of 
meeting, returned to the quarter-deck. 
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a sharp look-out on the weather bow," said he,— 
and turning round to the officers, added, " If 
my conjectures are correct, we ought to be close 
on board of her." 

" Take the night-glass forward, Mr. B-g^l, 
uid keep sweeping the Iiorizon about four points 
on the bow." 

"Ay, ay, sir." — But before that officer had 
reached the forecastle, the welcome cry of a strange 
saJl to windward was heard from the cat-head. 
In an instant the outlines of her extended canvass 
"Ore viaibje, standing forth in strong relief from 
the dark background of a mass of vapoury clouds. 
The top-gallant sails and fore-sail were speedily 
set, and the Pompee in a line with the stranger : 



tlie 



enemy w 



I thus brought immediately under 



tlie muizle of our guns. At the first shot, lie pru- 
•l^tly let fly every tack and sheet, and hove-to ; 
*6 were equally expeditious, and both vessels 
'ere lyhjg so close tliat any attempt on the part 
w the brig to escape would have subjected her to 
Attain destruction. The first boat brought on 
•wffd the captain, who was minus an arm by our 
''^'"rjTiien on a former occasion. The \iriu; 



■was a fine man-of-war brig, Le Pylade, 
Bixteen thirty-two pound carronndes and one hun- 
dred and nine men. Slie had run BuccessfViUy 
the whole of the war, had just left Martinique, 
and was an excellent sailer, of which qualification 
we had incontestable proof. She had afforded ua a 
chase that might have inspired and interested the 
most iastidioua amateur in these matters. Both 
vessels were so admirably managed, the possible 
loss and probable advantages so nicely balanced 
on both sides, that I do not think either of thetn 
could be said to win upon the other in pomt of 
skill during the whole of the morning's manceu- 
vres. Stratagem eventually favoured us, and the 
neat finale to the pursuit was sagaciously planned 
and succcssfiilly executed. The underwriters at 
Lloyd's had paid dearly for the various depreda- 
tions of this industrious little brig. The poor 
Frenchman, it appeared, did not perceive ua till 
we were actually alongside of him, and the 
whisthng of the shot between his masts dispelled 
his dreams of security. At tlie very moment they 
fell into our power, they were congratulating 
themselves upon their escape. On looking OH 
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'l(jg-book belonging to one of the officers, in which 
Jiis hopes and fe.irs during the day Imd been 
carefully registered, I observed that at five o'clock, 
*hen the wind had fallen and the brig appeared 
to hate rather gained upon ns, the Frenchman 
had written down, " Dieu merci, nous ne serous 
pas pris a\ijour-d1nii. Adieu ! Jean Boull— 
adieu ! ros bif !■" 

Our third lieutenant had, some years prior to 
this capture, been severely wounded in a cutting- 
out expedition. He had gained the enemy's decks 
and was engaged hand-to-hand with a French 
officer, when the latter drew hia pistol and fired ; 
the hall passed through both cheeks without any 
iMterial injury, but the muzzle of the weapon was 
^ close, that the charge of powder was buried in 
ni* fece, which remaining there ever after, clearly 
*'*™ped a receipt in full for the value of gunpow- 
der received. At the breakfost-tablc the follow- , 
'"? nioming our heutenant recognized in one of 
lie French officers the destroyer of his beauty. 
"hatever enmity might have subsisted at the time 
of deadly strife, no traces of such feeling could be 
diacovered in the hearty shake of tlie taiiA imd. 



warm greetings that instantly took place between 
the onee belligerent parties. 

I was sent with thirty-two hands, under Lieute- 
nant M-l-d, to take charge of the prize. In the 
hurry and confusion of sending the prisoners on 
board the Pompee, the French surgeons were 
moved off with the rest, and it was not until we 
had made sail in company with our own ship, 
that we discovered several of the crew were ill 
below with the yellow fever. We had soon a 
melancholy proof of itB formidable presence, Du' 
ring the latter part of the middle watch, two 
poor wretches ascended the deck in a state of 
appalling madness ; tliey were secured after a 
desperate struggle, in which they showed a degree 
of strength and power credible only to those who 
are accustomed to witness the paroxysms of insa- 
nity. In yielding to the superiority of numbers, 
their mort^d existence passed away with the anni- 
hilation of the supernatural enei^ that supported 
it. Before daybreak, we had consigned tliree 
victims to the deep. 

As day dawned we made the signal to the 
Pompee for medical aid. The aBsistant who vaa 
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consequence sent on board not iimlcrs tan ding 
tlie French langiiage, I accompanied liim roun<l 
to the hammocka of the suffering Frenclunen. I 
"WM happily free from all feai of infection. We 
had certainly heard enough at home of the pesti- 
lential fever that sometimes swept away whole 
fihipa' companies, and had little heeded it ; but 
now that we beheld its ravaging effects, and its 
ilreadfid concomitant, raging madness, it was suf- 
ficient to turn o]ii congratulatioHB into condolence, 
and to congeal the warm current of our blood. 
In forty-eight hours we were at an anchor in 
CiiMf bay, and I was left commandbg officer of 
«« prize for the purpose of cleariog her ; she 
lavii^been immediately purchased into the ser- 
We by the Commander-in-chief. Brief was the 
time that intervened before six of our own men 
"SB sent on board the Pompee, attacked with 
fcver, The seventeen Frenchmen were all dead, 
Tue Bucceeding morning eight more were added 
^ the fatal list, and conveyed direct to the shore. 
Tte prize was very shortly after our arrival ready 
^ be given up to the lieutenant who was to com- 
■nifflion her, at which period eveij sott\ (A XKa 
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prize crew, excepting myself, had been tranSf 
ed to the hospital ; and half of them were already 
numbered with the dead. 

As a small quantity of gunpowder yet remained 
on board the prize, I was to return in the morning 
to superintend its conveyance to St. Anne's. Of 
the thirty-three men who had quitted the Pompee 
in the enjoyment of life, hope, and health, to take 
possession of Le Pylade, ere the glorious sun had 
five times dipped the western horizon, I alone re- 
turned, a solitary dejected being, to oar ship ! But 
I was not to pass unharmed through this terrible 
ordeal ; the infection was then insidiously lurking 
in my veins. That same night the most frightful 
dreams haunted my imagination, and tlie qiiarter- 
master's report, at daylight, that the boat was 
manned for me, came like a respite from the 
torments of the infernal regions. As I made my 
appearance on the quarter-deck, the lieutenant of 
the watch rallied me on my inflamed and jaded 
looks : suspecting I was not the thing, he inquired, 
" What ails you, Jemmy ?'' 

" I am not well ; my head bums like fire "1 
" Oh .' nonsense ! Eanc^ you aie going t*'fl 
the fever, my boy L"" 



I jaded 
quired, 

I 
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" IndeeJ I am afraid I have it !" 
" That 's right, my fine fe!low '. only think so, 
ftnd you'll do !" and he endeavoured to laugh nic 
out of my feelings, I felt nettled, and remarked 
that 1 had not complained in order to avoid the 
morning's duty allotted to me. 

1 pushed off to tlic Viniiera, for such our prize 
had been re-christened, in honour of the battle of 
that name, the news of which we had brought to 
the West Indies. Having taken in the powder, 
I proceeded to St Anne's. Two journeys on foot 
m shot sun did not improve my condition ; and 
Allien I returned at noon on board the Ponip^e, I 
™ in a raging fever. Captain C — met me on 
the gangway, and reproving me for Laving left the 
*liip when I felt ill, ordered me instantly into 
"ij Cot. Ha\Tng received the surgeon's report, he 
"«it off for the physician of tlie fleet, who directed 
"ly immediate removal to the hospital. Poor 
Booth, the surgeon of the Pomp^e, escorted me 
«>We ; he never again left it : he must have re- 
vived the infection from me before quitting the 
"lip, and, on reaching the quarters destined for 
me, he took up his own in the adjommg Toom, 
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Tlie operation of shaving and blistering the 
head was performed on both ; the partition that 
separated our apartments was not carried up to 
the ceiling, consequently every thing that passed 
in one room was distinctly audible in the other. 
The following evening, I was startled on perceiv* 
ing Mr. Booth enter my room stark naked, 
and as he sat down by my bcd-sidc, I was soo 
made painfully aware that reason had fled her seat. 
Up to this time I had not suiTered my thoughts 
to dwell upon the probability of death, but this 
sudden and witliering devastation of the mental 
and bodily powers of an inmjensely strong atldetic 
man, who had been only a few hours before 
summoned to minister to my own sufferings and 
pronounce upon my fate, gave me a shock which 
no language can describe. I felt relieved by the 
entrance of the nurses and medical attendants, 
who with mucli difficulty succeeded in placing him 
in hie bed again. The ravings of the poor maniac 
were terrible for many hours, when he suddenly 
recovered his senses, sent for the physician, Dr. 
Mc Arthur, and very coolly stated his last 
wislies, which, being committed to papec 



^pe^^ 



ugncd, and in a Few minutes his spirit liad 
;aped its tenement of clay. I heurd liis lust 
'breatli; and as the passing sigh struck upon my car, 
ftlt that it was a startling prelude to my own. 
■ The doctor shortly came to me, when I eagerly 
inquired after Mr. Booth, He replied, " Oh, he 
is easier, much easier, and now doing well." 

" Do not deceive me ; he is dead, I know 
he is." 

" Well, well, it is very true, but do not you be 
alrnned." 
"I am not, sir, but I feel very, very ill." 
The dreadfiil retchings with which I had been 
afflicted now returned with increased violence. 
I tiad my condemnation in the doctor's looks. 
That fetal syn)ptom of mortality, the black vomit, 
had appeared — hope was extinct. In two hours 
nwro I was seized with a species of fit. The 
Unstint surgeon put his head into the room to in- 
qnire after me : " He is just gone, sir," was the 
''ply. At that moment my brain felt on fire ; it 
quivered — reeled. "Good God! I am then 
■Irillg!" Reason tottered on its throne, and sank 
fe > while into the darkness of night. 



< 
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Wheu I recovered my senses, many daya 
afterwards, I found an old black woman Bitting* 
beside me ; the European lad who had attended, 
me, and reported me as " just gone" to the sur- 
geon, was himself a tenant of the tomb. I avoks 
as from a horrid dream, but with no recollection of 
the past. It appeared that my most vehement 
outcries consisted iu begging the bystanders to 
take the gunner firom me, who was thrusting 
a Hword down my throat. 

The old negress went oif to report progress 
to the doctor, who speedily made his appeft^ 
ance. The care and attention of Dr. Mc Arthur 
is well known to those who were stationed at 
Barbadoes and suffered under that cruel malady. 
I owe much to Ills unwearied solicitude and skill, 
and though many years have elapsed, his kindness 
is not a wliit the less vivid in my memory, or my 
pleasure diminished in offering this feint tribute in 
grateful acknowledgment of his worth. 

My recovery created equal astonishment to 
himself and attendants ; it was one of those rwe 
instances of escape, that occur " like angels' visits, 
few and for between." In later years, at Jainaii% ' 
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<riien I was captain of the guard, and making my 
tmr of inspection round the hospital, accompa- 
nied by that excellent and much respected man Dr. 
uing, I recounted the pecidiarities attendant on 
toy own ease at Barbadoes. 

" You may depend upon it," was his reply, " it 
could not have been the black vomit ; recovery in 
dch a case is quite impossible."" 

We entered the fever ward, and he pointed 
out a young lad, at the same time remarking, 
" Thwe ia a caae of black vomit : if he were 
to live, I should eay such an event was possible ; 
but Ihave never, in that stage of the disease, seen 
SB instance of recovery." 

Singularly enough, the poor boy recovered, and 
Lang became a convert. 

I vas deplorably weak ; my head, back, and 
cheat had literally been incased in blisters. Out 
of Hie whole prize crew, consisting of thirty-four 
pereona, Lieutenant M-l-d had alone escaped the 
frTeri two seamen, another midshipman, and my- 
wlf, were the sole survivors. I had been twice 
reported dead to Captain C — before the Pompee 
put to sea ; but the fever having broken out with 
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great virulence on board, she was obliged to I* 
into port. Nearly half of the crew were attadM^ 
but, fortunately, there were not many of Husm 
added to the frightful hecatomb of victims. 

I daily recovered strength, and, soon after the 
restoration of my senses, vas seized with an un- 
accountable desire to view myself in the glass. I 
requested the old nurse to indulge my curiosity. 
I found it difficult to believe that the mirror was 
not cheating me, as I regarded the wretched object 
reflected in it : my bald pate displaying the in- 
roads of the blister cap, a countenance as yellov 
a.s a duck's foot, and the blood still oozing &om 
eyes, ears, nose and mouth, presented altogether 
such a portrait of desolation as to obliterate every 
feature from my recollection. I burst into a flood 
of tears, and, like a child, wept myself asleep. 

As my convalescence proceeded, I became ex- 
tremely quarrelsome, and was hourly combating 
with my patient nurse. I insisted upon getting up. 

" No, massa, you lie till to-day ; doctor eay 
him no good fo' you." 

" But I will, I tell you ;" and I managed to sit 
upright in my bed. 
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" You raally bery silly, for tnie, Masaa, htm 
^llee you lie till," and the old crone very quietly 
(gtrctched her withered arm across me, and I 
jielded to its influence with infantine weakness. 

Ere I was sufficiently re- established to leave 
ijhe hospital, the apartment which had been occu- 
if led by poor Bootli was tftianted by the purser 
.of the Ringdove sloop-of-war, whose malady was 
genera! weakness. We became messmates and 
"lends, and both were rapidly recovering, when, 
'^Ifeing out one evening, we accidentally found 
'JiUBelTea in the burial-ground of the hospital, A 
JtiTe was yawning ready to receive- its inmate, 
Wd, juet as we were leaving the endosuie, we en- 
countered the funeral procession. We remained 
wD the ceremony was over, but, before quitting 
the grave, my companion inquired the malady the 
deceased had died of. The usual reply, " Yellow 
■'sek," startled the questioner, and ■ he turned 
^Tfay much agitated. I *as not a little surprised 
U the sudden change that overwhelmed him, as 
'8 hid become habituated to the daily sight of 
"nxAwt carried to their long home. 
" You are ill, L — ; let us return immediately." 
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" I Jim," was Ills reply, 

" What ails you ?" 

" I have caught the fever from that corpse we 
liave juBt seen buried." 

" Do not ima^iuie such a thing ; it is mere 
fancy : come, let us quicken our pace." 

"It is no fancy ;-*to-niorrow evening I fihall 
rest there ;" and turning round, he mournfully 
pointed to the burial-ground. 

I was unable to chase away the melancholy idea 
that had usurped his mind; and by the time we 
returned to our quwters, Dr. Me Arthur found him 
in a high state of fever. He patiently submitted 
to all the prescriptions ordered for him, but in- 
sisted upon making his will. 

Having settled his little property upon a 
' young wife and child, he became composed and 
resigned. I remained with him all night. At 
ten o'clock the following morning he expired. His 
prophecy was fulfilled ; — that same evening he 
was laid in the bosom of the earth. 

Such a rapid descent from the enjoyment of 
life to the clammy precincts of the tomb cannot 
but create deeply poignant feelings in iioM 
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?lio, enervated by previous sufTering, arc con- 
iemned to behold such awful instances of tlie 
iiiiitability of life. I know not what the conse- 
quences of it might have been to myself, had not 
Dr. Mc Arthur instantly detemiined upon sending 
Die off to my ship. The society of my messmates , 
ttfived my drooping spirits, but I wits unable to 
i> any duty for three months. During this time 
I was an inmate of the Captain''s and firet Lieute- 
lant'a cabins : the considerate attention of the 
fonner, and the nutritious diet he bestowed upon 
me, enabled me finally to sunnount the serious 
rfects attendant on attacks of extreme cases of 
Jellow fever. 

The circumstances attending poor L — 's death 
Tere certainly awful and extraordinary : he hod 
no fear of the fever, and was in good spirits when 
M entered the fatal cemetery, and until the words 
" Yellow Jack*" were pronounced, he had viewed 
»ith composure the interment of the body. Upon 
'W metaphysical principle can we account for 
"le sudden poisonous blight that spread itself 
ovetliun ? prostrating at one fell stroke the powers 
of mind and body, learag him but a wreck to be 
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tossed to and fro by the agitating impulses of a 
disordered iraagiDation, and finally stranding him 
upon the rock which, as he had foreseen, was to 
silence his hopes and fears for ever. I pretend 
not to fethom these mysteries, or to search into 
the physical or moral causes that may produce 
such feelings and disastrous effects, resolving them- 
selves into the word presentiment : I only know 
that auch feelings and effects exist ; and though I 
hare witnessed similar cases, equally calamitoiia 
in their result, yet none were marked with so im- 
mediate a fulfilment of the auguries of the pre- 
scient person. 




CHAPTER V. 



Cnu»ia Fort Royal Bay, Martioiqae.— Succei 

«f the French Frigate rAmphilrite — Recapture the Lord 
CnuiRon, a letter of maique— The kle Mr. Maiwell's 
U[nUlidea— A Digaily Ball— Mulatto Beau lies— Their cd- 
i]iieiiy — N anc J Clarke— AltenlioD and kiodnees of Mulatto 
NuiMB — Negroes at Bridge Town, Baibadoea — An Affray — 
Danger from fire of n Priie Vessel — Rejoin the Pompfc — 
IsterctuLuge of Courtesies— Ship cleaied for action — A nar- 
fo" Escape — Caplain P-h-ll's action with La Topaie — Me- 
IsMboly occurrence — Arrival of the Expedition for the attack 
"f Martinique — Pigeon Island reconnoitred — Eiplosion of 
a Shell— Difficult formation of a Hill-Ballery- Reduction 
Bfl^geoD Island, 

Thk ehip'B company recovered their health, and 
^f took up our cniising-gToimd in Fort Royal 
■tinique, where a strict blockade was 



•"Mntained, preparatory to the meditated attack 
"pon the island. In the night we were always 
^ween Pigeon Island and Casenavire beacU, 

''01. II. F 
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receiving from eacli place occaBionally a ealutei 
unattended witt any serious injury, 

Duiisg a short abseuee off Point Salines, tbe 
French frigate I'Ampliitrite succeeded in getting 
in : her captain discovered so much coolness and 
tact in effecting his purpose, that the manoniTie 
deserves to be related. He got in with the land 
in the night, and, knowing his enemies were cruis- 
ing off Port Royal, prudently shortened soil on 
approaching the Diamond Rock, and stood into the 
bay under his topsails, where he very soon fell in 
with an English frigate. The Frenchman under 
this sail was taken for one of our own cruisers, and 
actually kept company with the frigate the whole 
night, taking care, however, to get the wea- 
ther-gage without any apparent exertion on his 
part. The clever commander was prepared at 
the first peep of day to push for the carenage ; 
and as soon as the grey light of morning streamed 
the horizon, clapped on every stitch of sail to work 
to windward, unfurling the tricolor at his peak. 
The English frigate, on perceiving her error, did 
all that could possibly be done under such cir- 
cumstances i but TAmphitrite vas already under 
the protection of the guns of Pigeon Island' when 
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llie nmning fight began ; and the fire of Case- 
uiire batteries, Fort Royal, and Pigeon Island, 
Minpletely thwarted tte strenuous endeavours of 
oni coiintrymen to repair the overeight: TAm- 
pliitrite anchored in safety. It was an annoying 
tvent, but the credit due to the Frenchmftn was 
*iutted, and his conduct admired by the whole 

Cruising off Point Salines, we recaptured the 
"Td Cranston, a rich letter of marque belong- 
"if to Liverpool, mounting twenty-six guns. She 
*«i sailed in company witli a consort, the Lydia, 
of nmikr force, belonging to, the same owners, 
Bat unfortunately parted company. L'Aniphitrite, 
French frigate, which I Imve already mentioned, fell 
It with the latter, and, taking out the moat valu- 
■We poft of the cargo, burned her. Two days after- 
*wl3 the Lord Cranston fell in with the same 
■gtte, who was, at the time he discovered her, to 
''**Bnl, with her topmasts carried away. Tin; 
Pugnacious propensities of the daring skipper of 
"« Lord Cranston could not resist the tempta- 
tion of trying the fortune of war with him, and he 
*»e most gallantly down on his crippled foe ; but 
**/ ffana in a man-of-war agamat, W\^ \Ioa\. 
f2 
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number in a merchant- vessel, soon brought tte 
brave but unthinking Englisliman to a true sense 
of the folly of the attempt, and, after exchanging 
broadsides with him at close quorteiE for twenty 
minutes, he waB obliged to lower his Sag to his 
superior enemy. It was a rash attempt, and 
demonstrates pretty clearly that there are cases 
where discretion is the better part of valour; 
but one cannot re&ain 6om admiring the spirit 
that urged him on : a man with so much enter- 
]>rise, had it been tempered with judgment, 
would have cut a shining figure in his Majesty's 

The Erst duty I performed after quitting the 
hospital at Barbadoes, was conducting the Lord 
Cranston to Carlisle Bay: here I was detained 
a fortnight before the prize-agent relieved me 
from my chaige. She was an amazingly fine ves- 
sel, and beautifully fitted up for passengers ; her 
invoice amounted to near 100,000^ sterling. 
The French lieutenant, who Lad been prize-master 
of her, on quitting the ship, handed up so many 
English-looking trunks as forming part of his bag- 
gage, that I could not but suspect they had be- 
longed to the cargo ; he assured me they did not. 
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" But they are English : did you purchase thcni 
I France ?'''' 

" Oh no ; they form my share of the g«ods 
.ken out of the Lydia." 

" In that case I cannot alhjw you to retain 
them ; they must be inspected." 

Sacre nam de Dieu .'" broke from the infuriated 
Freachman, " c'est une indigniU abominable !" 

I endeavoured to convince him that any in- 
ilention to insult him was very foreign to my 
sentiments, and that I waa only fulfilling a duty : 
tbat there could be no inju-stice on my part ; 
for on reflection he must perceive that, as his 
liglit was obtained by capture, the fortune nf 
^w had now transferred that right to us, and we 
*oe bound to restore the goods to the original 
PnprietotB. Nothing could persuade the indig- 
nant Frenchman but that he was a most ill-treated 
penonage, and he left me with deep-muttered 
Mttata of revenge. 

The agreeable manner in which the pme-masters 
lived by no means excited any very anxious desire 
to hurry themselves in rejoining their ships. The 
late Mr. Maxwell kept a magnificent table and 
"pen IiDuse at bis place called Passage-, 'bcsviV.e?, 



102 BECOLLKCnOHS OP 

wliicli there was a diirner at his town houae a 
(lay for all tliose whose affairs would not peiiaH 
them to leave town, and carriages and horses were 
ready to convey hia naval friends into the coiintry, 
Each prize-master was allowed ten dollars per day, 
and luB table was abundantly supplied with the good 
things of tLis life : it was a style of independence 
and luxury unsuited to the wild schemes and 
thoughtless extravagance of Middies. I little 
dreamed that I was afterwards to pay so high a 
price for all these superlative delights. 

For the first time, I attended with my brother 
reefers a Dignity ball, very properly so denomina- 
ted. The female portion of the company was com- 
posed of Mulatto girls, dressed out in the first style 
of the last-imported fashions from Europe. Tift 
stateliness and dignity assumed by these ladies 
on being introduced to them were laughable. No 
pale cold beauty of the North could require more 
assiduous attention and respect to induce them to 
enter into familiar discourse, than did these dark 
houriee of the Tropics, The slightest ireedom 
(before the period deemed decorous in thek 
opinion to descend from their high stilts) iras in- 
stantly met by, " Good Goraniity ! why, what you 
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tak me for ? jou no hab court me yet : you raally 
too free, sar." Dancing is their heaven, although 
wcy do not exhibit the animation which their 
devotion to it would lead ub to expect. Dignity, 
•ugimty, restrains them from giving loose to their 
hmumI inclinations. The attention they exact 
TOm those who would stand high in their favour 
B ridiculouB ; and at the time I am writing of, 
tne aasemblagc of military and naval officers being 
pwter than usual, their consequence increased 
"■ proportion to the number of admirers buzzin;,' 
•found them. Indeed, he was considered fortu- 
"•te who could obtain a partner, and it was only 
'7 the most obsequiouB gallantry and flowery 
^•"nplimenta that he was permitted to retain liis 

^t by his charmer.' 

Nancy Clarke, that well known-purveyor of all 
"*t was, good, and whose house might be lookeil 

bad made no allempt to descri1>e ooe of these assemblies at 
*V old Mend Betsy Austia'a ; but a lILe scene, inimitably and 
' ""I^cQy ponrajed by the amusing ' ' Peter Simple," has thrown 
'■y Ownw far into Iha shade that I fee! it wise to obslain rroni 
,f'***Bling il to tha notice of iny readers. — '' I come here for 
™'*Ct, sir. and not for chatter," conveyed me at once into the 
,f'*»eBCB of the Miases Euiydice, Aspaiia, and Co. trippingit 
^ Ae light fantastic toe under the guidance of that Prince of 
^^allo musicians, Massa Apollo Johnson, wliosa ■JiclV UiiveA 
•% »iii appendant foot form the teau ideal o( uegto ajmnanrj. 
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upon as the head-quarters of his Majesty's naval 
subjectB, still continued her hospitable attentions 
and womanly care of tbose inmates who placed 
themselves under her roof. The espenses cer- 
tainly were heavy, but there was so much of mo- 
therly kindness and good humour about the old 
lady, that we felt more gratification in paying 
her bills than would have been experienced in 
handing half the same amount to another hostess. 
If an unfortunate reefer found his funds running 
low, and stated the fact to the good old girl as an 
excuse for not rubbing off the score, her remark of 
" Nebher mind, my son, anoder time all Je same 
ting; — here, you boy, — you no hear 'em yerree ; 
go bring glass of sangaree for Massa," would 
finish the colloquy. I should say from what I ' 
have heard and witnessed, few tavern-keepers (if 
any) were ever less plagued with bad debts than 
Nancy Clarke ; she thrived accordingly, and died, 
as I understand, very rich. Her most anxious 
thoughts were directed towards the education oT" 
her daughter; she procured her every advantage 
K tfiat money could bestow. I liave never heard 
■whether the giri responded to all these matemaL 
Voircs, but the fact cei:taiT\Vy ^iVaiies ■^qik ^xaae.^ 
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an amiable point of view, Tlie universal estinta- 

tion in which this excellent creature was held, was 

■nanifested on her arrival at Portsmouth by all 

nnks in the navy, from the Port-Admiral to tlie 

youngest commissioned officer who had benefited 

"y her attentions. Had she been Queen of the 

""liee, it would have been difficult to have heaped 

more civilities upon her. Admirals, Colonels, 

^'•mBugsioners, Captains, and Commanders, were 

"^^ in her train, as she was escorted roimd 

">« dock-yard, garrison, &c. The simplicity of 

Waacy caused no Utile amusement, and some cni- 

™nrassment, when, on being introduced to the 

iBQii]y of an old officer, and the younger bmncKes 

tieing ushered in for admiiation, she exclaiffled 

"ittt the utmost naivete, pointing to the youngest 

■^nild, " Qood Goiamity ! how like your lily 

"'y to your son George at Barbadoes,'" — thereby 

'^^^Uing most inopportunely to his recollection 

'™^ inadvertencies of his younger days, in the 

I P'^ence of his fiiir lady, whose correct ideas were 

' cocked at this public exposure of her husband's 

.Ji^'eoile indiscretions. 

The attention and kindness of the muhitto 
^'^JKcD to Europeans when sick. Me bc'jQn.i ^ 

F 5 
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praise. Naturally of an imlolent disposition, lliey 
freely indulge in it; but when once they take 
upon tliemselves the charge of a sick person, {and 
they will not do it unless they feel interested for 
you,) no beings can exert themselves more dili- 
gently and faithfully in the discharge of their 
duties, anticipating every wish and want, and watch- 
ing over you with all the solicitude and interest of 
a deal friend, I am sure I owe my life to one of 
these excellent creatures, — my friend Loretta, at 
Port Royal, in 1826, when I was again attacked 
with Yellow Jack. I lodged in her house, which 
was close to the hospital. She concocted a ptepa.- 
ration of her own, composed of lime-juice, ean de 
Cologne, and other medicaments, with which she 
ever and anon sponged my body. It was perfecb 
elysium to my fevered senses, but was kept a pro- 
found secret from the medical men who attended, 
me. Had I not been under a strict promise tw 
the kind Loretta to be silent on the subject, [ 
could scarcely have refrained from communicating 
a recipe from which I fencied I had received more 
benefit than from all the doctor's drugs. At; 
Imight she lay on a sd& in my room, and bo great 
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iiss her watch fulness, that if I moved she was up 
in Ml iiiBtant, and I was soothed to rest again by 
fte magical effects of hei prescription. 

The novelty of having a boat at my command 
frequently led me, in company with the other 
prize-masters, to visit the shore. The negroes at 
Bridge Town, Barbadoes, are noted as the most 
impndent of their race throughout^ the West In- 
•iies; their accuracy in throwing stones is prover- 
bial, and sometimes disagreeably displayed. Re- 
hiraing one evening to our boat in the bay, some 
of Ihrae black idlers, without any provocation, 
lei fly a volley of stones at us, one of which struck 
ffle a severe blow on the elbow. We instantly 
gave chase, but only arrived at the comer of the 
"(Mt in time to see the retreating form of one of 
' tMin enter a house. Finding the door locked, we 
*ca]«l the window, and got into the court, where 
t. Blacky, liaving possessed himself of his mas- 
'*'aCow]ing-piece, defended the head of the stairs. 
Levellmg the gun, he called out most lustily, 
"80 elp me Goramity, massa, pose you come 
™re, me shootee you." Being unarmed, we 
^ely desisted, and made our retreat as we had 
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entered. The triumph of the niggers could 
be controlled ; they hung upon our flanks, and we 
were saluted as we were stepping into our boat 
with another volley. By a skilful manteuiTe on 
our part the blackguards were separated, and my 
friend blaeky with the fowling-piece, Ending him- 
self cut off in his retreat, took shelter in the shell 
of a house building on the beach. Here 1 followed 
my gentleman, and the fellow again levelled the 
piece within three feet of my head, jabbering and 
showing his ivories like a frightened monkey. But 
our positions were now altered ; 1 was armed with 
a good stretcher, and my antagonist pinned to the 
wall. With my left hand I turned the muzzle on 
one side, and with the other aiming a well-directed 
blow on his thick noddle, succeeded in disarming 
and making him prisoner. On inspecting the gun 
it was found to be loaded with small shot, primed, 
and cocked, I was only astonished it had not 
gone off in tlie fright of the culprit. What was 
to be done with the fellow ? I proposed conveying 
him on board, and giving him a sound flogging 
but the strict island laws respectinff carrying 
slaves aJamied my companions, and the fellow 
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tlo-wed to depart, though not Scot frfe. Fifty 
Is were measured off, and being given that 
anee for a start, the contents of the fusil were 
[it. after him, and tickled his back in a greater 
legree than he found at all pleasant. 

It was a propitious event for myself, and for 
"*e Martinique expedition at that time assem- 
bling in Carlisle Bay, (and of course proportionally 
Unfortunate for the garrison of that island,) that I 
I not longer detained with my negro friend on 
sliore. 

On reaching the prize, which was anchored in 
tile midst of the transports preparing for the en- 
twprise, I was surprised at not being hailed, and 
'a\)aoluteIy astoimded when, on mounting the 
side, I found no one on deck. My astonishment 
*M mingled with serious alarm on observing a 
Wlmne of smoke issuing from the companion 
l^der. I darted down into the cabin, irom 
*hich I was obliged to make a hasty retreat, 
being nearly suffocated by the thick smoke that 
filled the apartment ; but not before I had aroused 
we mate of the vessel, and my second in com- 
"^nd, who were both lying £ist asleep on sofas. 
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unconscious of the impending danger. The boat s 
crew had, in the mean time, drawn water. The fire, 
aa I ascended to the deck, broke ont from under 
the ladder of the bolk-head ; before it waa feirly 
ignited, a, plentiful supply of water stopped the 
progress of the flames, and, by following up oui 
advantage, it was happily mastered. A few mi- 
nutes later, and her fete would have beem inevit- 
able ; and from the dead calm that then reigned, 
many of the surrounding vessels would have^ 
doubtless shared in the calamity. It is impossible 
to calculate upon the extent of mischief that 
must have ensued among such a mass of vesseb 
as were there congregated. 

The fire originated from the unpardonable 
breach of orders, carelessness, and downright 
stupidity of the steward, who, when drawing 
off some rum, stuck the candle againat the 
bulk-head, which circumstance he had forgotten. 
The candle soon fell between the rum cask and the 
bulk-head among a quantity of loose bircb, which 
taking fire, speedily communicated itself to the 
cask and bulk-bead. So near were we to de- 
struction, that when the fire was totally i 
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gnislied, on examining tlie nun cask, one part of 
It had been bo burned through, that, on the pres- 
of the finger against the charred part, it 
pawed at once into the vessel, and set the liquor 
fiowing. Had the nun once ignited, it would 
IiBTe spread like liquid fire in the hold, and no- 
filing could have saved us. 

The deplorable loss of the Kent East Indiaman 
oiij^nated &om a Eimilar cause ; and there is too 
audi reason to feat that a want of requisite cau- 
ra hoard merchant- vessels may have contri- 
tiated to the destruction of many of those of 
fhicli no tidings have been received. The strict 
enforcement of the regulations respecting fire and 
%liU on board his Majesty's ships forbids the 
Wnotest chance of such an accident. It appears 
* qiecies of madness on the part of men pos- 
•Wed of common sense, to think of so dangerous 
n attempt in a ship's hold by candle-light. I 
"lionid almost as soon think of taking a naked 
.ligbt into the magazine. 

This serious misadventure made me apply 
OHiBrtly next morning to the agent, to relieve 
Jae of my chai^, and allow me to proceed by the 



York, which was then preparing to get under weigh 
to join the Pomp^e, I succeeded in having the 
responsibility taken off my shoulders, and lost 
not a moment in going on board of her. It re- 
quired some time to elapse before I could reflect 
- upon our narrow escape without trembling, for 1 
had undoubtedly no business to be away from her 
at that hour of the night. 

The Pompee had resumed her station in Port 
Royal Bay, Martinique, and I was installed as 
signal officer. The day after I had rejoined her, 
■we took a French cutter from France, on board of 
which was a large quantity of every description of 
stock belonging to the governor Villaret Joycuse, 
despatched from Iiis own estate in Normandy. 
Captain C — immediately desired the governor's 
stock and personal property to be valued, and, 
paying over the amount of tlicm to the agent, 
sent the whole in with a flag-of-truce to his 
Excellency. Such a mark of attention could 
not fail to have its due effect, and a letter of 
thanks, expressing the highest gratification, ac- 
companied by a present of rich liqueurs and 
noyau, acknowledged the handsome conduct of 
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his gallant foe. It is by sucfi interchange of 
cdurteaiea among noble spirits that the narrow 
prejudices of personal animosity are swept away ; 
for they lead to that chii-alrous feeling between 
contending foes, which ennobles human nature 
wiidst the sanguinary contests of the battle-field, 
iind tends to soften the asperities of actual warfare, 
Tlie arrival of one French frigate, and the 
knoffledge of others having quitted Europe for 
"le express purpose of throwing in supplies to the 
Strictly blockaded island, kept us constantly on the 
"lert. The report of two lai^ sail seen to lee- 
"Md aent the old Pompec in chase, and the signal 
sfficertfl the qiast-head to reconnoitre the strangers. 
The first that came within the field of my tele- 
'Wpe was so completely English, that I reported 
M once two English frigates. My cursory glance 
fleaerved rebuke, Wlien their upper sails were 
^fBt seen from the deck, the Captain's glass fell 
ipon the stemmost : he instantly turned round 
*" fic, saying — 

"Do you tail those English-cut sails, sir ?'' 
I acknowledged I had only examined the head- 
'"•'st, and received my deserts. 



114 RECOLLECTIONB OF 

On the fiist report of their being in si^d 
we had made all sail, ajid, as we approached 
the strangers on an angle with their course, we 
quickly came within signal distance. The pri- 
vate signal was hoiatcd, but no answer returned, 
and we cleared ship for action ; the guns were re- 
loaded and double-shotted. The evening waxed 
late ; we fancied they kept more away, and Were 
endeavouring to avoid us. Two bells in the fiirt 
watch had struck, the private signal for the night 
hod been twice repeated, without acknowledgment. 

" They are enemies, — not a doubt of it," -waa 
whispered from one to the other j " who conld 
have thought otherwise ?" 

Captain C — immediately determined upon the 
adoption of decided measures to prevent the 
possibility of their escape. "The unfortunate one 
astern was destined to receive the whole of our 
broadside, which, if it did not send her to the 
bottom, must have so crippled her, that she must 
at once have been placed hors du combat, and wo 
were then to pass on to secure the headmost. 

The captains of the guns stood with the 
laniards of the locks in their hands, as we ninged ,i 
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up abeam of the Btemmost frigate : when so close 
lliit our yard-arms nearly projected over each 
Otter,' the Captain hailed her — 

" What ship is that ?" 

" This is the French frigate La Topaze," — was 
^<ra heard. 

"Stand by !" repeated our chief, and the arms 
sfall the captains of the guns were simultaneously 
isised. One untoward jerk, or had one gun 
JWia off by accident after closing him, the whole 
nndEide would have been poured on her decks ; 
whinately, our commanding officer waa calm and 
i^-^BBesscd, 80 that before he issued the fatal 
WiniBand ' Fire !' he asked — 

"1b she a captured ship ?" 

"Prize to the Cleopatra ahead ;" — and the hopes 
^ » fight, prizes, and prize-money, quickly re- 
wlved themselves into nothing. 

We passed on to the Cleopatra, and Captain 
™wJl soon made his appearance on board. Cap- 
Wn C — 'b devotion to the welfare of the service 
"^ biro to spare no man, however high might be 
"* ank, or conspicuous the abilities of the 
J*O0ii meriting reproof; and his vexation at 
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having been drawn far to leeward of an import- 
ant point, thereby leaving it angnarded and ac- 
cessible to the entree of tlie enemy's vessels, was 
a aufEcicnt cause of irritation to one who was 
rigidly feitliful and strict in the discharge of his 
duty : his feelings may therefore be supposed to 
have been anything but mollified at finding " jii'iV 
avail couru aprhs la lunej" and found only the 
shadow just ^ he had believed himself secure of 
the substance. But if the gallant officer who hod 
tlien so lately distinguished himself by the capti 
of La Topaze, did meet with a reproof, owing 
to the unfortunate circumstance of his having for 
a time mislaid the private signals, and not having 
stood towards us when he found we were English ; 
annoying as it must have been for the moment, he 
doubtless placed the reproof to its true souice, 
originating on the ]);ut of the superior officer &om 
exceeding anxiety to adhere to the duties pre- 
scribed by the serrice ; and, as such, he must have 
naturally dismissed it from his mind. 1 afterwards 
understood that, on the preceding night, Captain 
P— h-11, having occasion to refer to the private 
signals when in his cot, had slipped them und^ 
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lis [}illow instead of returuing tliem into the box 
kept for that purpose, as was his oaual habit. In 
the morning the cot was of course lashed up, and 
the aignala were not thought of again until they 
Wl in with us, when tiiey were not to be found, 
liis disposal of them in the night haying quite 
waped his memory. 

It only shows in what jeopardy we may be 
Simetimea placed even by our friends, though be- 
longing to the best-regulated ships in the service. 

Captain P^— ll's action with La Topaze was 
J Biariied by peculiar judgment and ability. In 
company with the Hazard he came upon the 
enemy, who was at anchor at Point Noire, Gua- 
oslonpe, under the protection of a battery on 
Atire, while he was busily employed discharging 
t qnsatity of flour and landing troops, ha\-ing 
giten up the hope of euccceding in getting it 
*ndlhem"to their destination, Martinique. In 
the hurry of getting ready for action, the French- 
laan had cleared away that side of the deck op- 
posed to his enemies, in doing which he lumbered 
■»¥■ Uie other next the shore; The manner in 
rhich he had evidently been employed did not 
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escape the penetration of Captain P— h-U, irlifc 
following the example of Nelson at the Nile, ia& 
alongside of the enemy in shore, shot a,iacy ]iis 
spring, and took the unfortunate Frencbmu 
at an advantage he had not foreseen : before lie 
could get his guna to bear, the fire of his ad- 
versary had deprived him of the hope of succcBsfiillj 
prolonging the contest. The arrival of the Jason 
settled the buaineas, and the gallant Captain of 
the Cleopatra bad the gratification of reaping the 
fruits of his bstant decision and correct judg- 
nent, by conducting La Topaze to the ComnBan- 
der-in-chief. While pursuing hJs course for thii 
purpose we fell in with him. Fortunately, tie 
melancholy effects that might have occurred from 
our meeting, were avoided by the cool and steady 
conduct of the Pomp^e's chief; otherwise, the 
very circmoBtance which was a source of honour 
to Captain P— h— U, and of pride to his brother 
officers, might have turned out a never-failing sub- 
ject of poignant regret, as leading to a cataatrophe 
which would have been for ever deeply deplored. 

A melancholy occurrence took place off St. 
Pierre at this period. The Mome Fortunee,.a 
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sniiiU brig commandeil by a lieutenant, sta- 
tioned off the town, was directly to leeward of the 
ttlsnd, and the water aniooth as a mill pond, when 
saniEclen squall, arising from the laud, is supposed 
to have taken her aback, and sent her down stem 
foiemoet. Out of a crew of nearly seventy men. 
lb* only beings saved were a master's mute and 
the new of a boat that had been sent in-shere 
to Bttack 3 small craft, two or three of whom, 
*iUt the master's mate, were wounded before they 
jot clear off with her: not a vestige of the wreck 
flf the Morae Fortnnec was evei; discovered. 

Tke anxiously looked for expedition for the 
attack of Martinique at length arrived. A land- 
ing, under the able management of Capt. Beaver, 
"M immediately effected without opposition inCnl 
«* Sac Robert ; followed, on the part of the 
eDemy, by the destruction of the Carnation, which 
Mtl been captMed by them, and had taken re- 
'"gein the neighbouring liarbour of Marin, On 
the same evening the small battery on Pointe 
Solomon was stormed and taken by the York 
Rangers and blue-jackets. 

Out captain, accompanied by Sir Charles Ship- 
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ley, hastened to reconnoitre the immediate enri- 
TOns of Pigeon Island, below which that port *t 
the sq^uadron under Capt. C — was anchored out 
of gun-shot. A projecting rock on the mainliDi 
about long inusket-shot from Pigeon Island, *»> 
fixed upon as a good situation for a mortar. Tie 
materials for formbg the platform, &c. were imiM- 
diately prepared ; and as soon as night closed in 
to shelter us from the view of the enemy, tht 
boats moved forward in silence to the spot, vheK 
with great difficulty a tliirteen-inch mortal «« 
landed, without drawing upon us the attention of 
the enemy ; and at daylight Johnny was astonisbe^ 
at being saluted from such close quarters bj > 
shell that was plumped into the centre of the 
little fort. 

The rocks, forming a natural parapet, p^ 
tected this our firat battery from the fire of the 
enemy's guns ; and the spot itself was so smWr 
that not one shell fell into it, though the wl"^ 
force of Pigeon Island, at least all that COiild ^ 
brought to bear, was instantly directed agaiait ''■ 
In approacliing and retiring from this advances 
position, the boats were sufficiently i 
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the view of the besieged, and were comparatively 
jsfe from shot, though the outside oars, being 
•exposed, were repeatedly shot away by the guns. 

It was of material consequence that the reduc- 
tion of this fort should be eifected as speedily as 
i^iOBsible, in order to give us the conmiand of the 
ibay ; and the battery being found insufficient, Sir 
iC. Shipley and Capt. C — proceeded to seek out 
R spot upon which a more formidable one might 
lie erected. This was, from the face of the sur- 
lounding country, a task of considerable difH- 
••.«ulty ; the land towards Pigeon Island being 
almost- perpendicular. At a hundred paces in rear 
of the mortar we had already planted, was the en- 
trance to a valley, but so precipitous in its ascent 
and descent, as almost to equal the nearly per- 
pendicular cliff which looked towards the enemy's 
fort. With no small toil, the engineer and his 
companions gained the summit of the mount 
called Mome Vanier, which completely overlooked 
the enemy. This spot had been surveyed by a 
French engineer, and was reported inaccessible to 
the formation of a battery : it was cousequently 
left unprotected, and we took possession of it. 
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" No spot could be better i 
purpose," — so Bir Charles Shipley expressed hits* 
self; but at the same time he declared he saw ^ 
practicable method by which the guns could be 
brought up, and pronounced the execution of the 
plan as Dcxt to impossible. 

" If you fix upon this spot," was our Captain's 
reply, " I will be answerable that in two days the 
guns shall be placed here," 

"I fear it is impracticable," replied the Engi- 
neer; "but, could it be managed, the enemy 
would be unable to hold out twelve hpuis after 
its completion." 

" In that case I undertake to arrange every 
thing Bccordmg to your wishes, and in two dap 
the necessary complement of mortars and howitzen 
shall be mounted," — Captain C — ^'s comprehensive 
mind had at once embraced all the ditBculties, 
and their remedy ; and they returned on board to 
issue the requisite directions. I was immediately 
despatched in the baige with the carpenters to 
commence cutting away the trees at the bottom of 
the hill, and those lliat grew from the insterstices 
of the rocky mountain to the top. 
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I had Bcarcely landed wten the Frenchmen, 
beg^ning to euspect that such might be the case, 
Ihiew a thirteen-inch shell over the hill, which, 
pKsing close above our heads, struck the opposite 
side of the narrow part of the valley where we 
•ere standing, and rolled down amongst us. The 
whole of the men, with the exception of two car- 
penters and myself, lay down to wait its explo- 
luui. I had not then formed so intimate an 
JCquaintuice with those shin-breakers as after- 
"irdB fell to my lot ; fancying the danger past, I 
MiireBsed the men, " What the devil aje you all 
ijiiig down for, you fools ?" The coxswain of the 
OMge, an old quarter-master, replied in his gruff 
Wsman's tone, "By G — , sir, if you are wise 
j'oull lie down also." As he finished the sentence, 
■^ shell exploded, and one of the splinters carried 
off both the legs above the knees of the poor 
fillowB who were standing beside me ; I remained 
mhurt not a foot distant from the sufferers. We 
'instantly applied our handkerchiefs as tourniquets, 
id succeeded in stopping the terrible effusion of 
JM^od : they were immediately sent off to the ship, 
but they both expired before the boat reached her. 
a2 
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I profited by that raorning'B melancholy lesBon 
ever afterwards: when a shell fell disagreeably 
near me, I failed not to recollect the old quarter- 
master'a advjce, and instantly prostrated myself 
at full length in a line with my unwelcome neigh- 
bour, patiently awaiting in that respectful position 
the explosion of its rage. 

A strong reinforcement soon arrived with oui 
Captain, who SHperintended the operations, and was 
ably seconded by Captain F, Collier, of His Ma- 
jesty's ship Circe. The valley was alive wiiL the 
busy hum of two-Uundied blue-jackets and marines, 
and the stroke of the aie and tlie tomahawk re- 
sounded far and vride ; giant trees and modest 
shrubs alike. fell beneath the sturdy blows of the 
intruders. Before Nature hid her face in the 
mantle of night, the timber was cleared awayto the 
■summit, and the nearly perpendicular and project- 
ing rocks were shorn of the entangled lofty shade 
that had for ages clothed their rugged sides. 
The stream cable was then seciired at the summit, 
and conducted down the hill as straight as the 
. irregularitiee of the ground would permit. Luff 
' tackles, and small hawsers, were deposited on ibe 
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ttrojectiiig raasBes of rock, which served as resting- 
placea, Every man was fiiraished with a canvass 
.belt, fitted with a toggle. 

All neceeaary arrangements being made, a mes- 
Benger was despatched before daybreak to the ord- 
nance transports, to say we were waiting for the 
howitzers and mortars. On their arrival, our in- 
^flfetigiUe Captain, who, if he worked us Lord, 
^d not spare himaelf, appeared determined not to 
*iceed the time he had allotted himself for the 
falfilment of his engagement, Wliile these ope- 
Btions were expeditiously carrying on by us, 
'^i engineers were not less vigorous in their 
department, and were assisted by the working- 
P«ty in raising the parapets, laying the platforms, 
ConBtmcting the magazine. Sic. 

The French kept up a constant, but not well-di- 
ncted fire of shells ; indeed, as we were working 
ta I line with the parabola of their descent, the 
difficulty of annoying us was great, except at the 
Mtom of the valley, or by breaking them over 
our heads, in which they seldom succeeded. The 
twsualticB were therefore singularly few, consider- 
ing so many busy beea were congregated togetlier 



in 80 email a space, and these chiefly occurred 
from the few shells which did explode in tte 
air ; either their fuses were bad, or there was grest 
want of judgment in cutting them. 

By the time the party had breakfasted, the fiist 
mortar had arrived ; stages were ready to land 
them, and soon the heaviest, a thjrteen-incher, 
was at the foot of the declivity. The single 
blocks of the luff tackles were hooked on to ilit 
selvagees attached to the stream cable, the otkR 
hook to the chain round the trunnions of drt 
mortar, and the fall led upwards : small hawHf 
were led down on each side the stream-cable it 
man ropes, by which the seamen were to hnd 
themselves up. Everything being ready, tie 
men, with their canvass belts passed over OK 
shoulder, clapped on their toggles to the tackle 
falls ; their arms being thus left at ftill liberty, 
they drew themselves and the mortar after them 
up the steep, landing it here and there on the 
projecting ledges of the rock. By these simple 
means, apparently insuperable difficulties wer^ 
overcome, and all the pieces were in battery befM-^ 
sunset without a single accident, except thoff^ 
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from the fire of the enemy. Captain C — 
iDCOinplished his task within twelve hours of the 
ited period. 

I should be almost afraid to specify the quan- 
ity of awizile individually made away with du- 
ig the six-and-thirty hours we were thus em- 
Soyed. But nature wns so heavily taxed as to 
ittve required it; our continued exertions -drew 
|ltth Bueh copious streams of perspiration, that 
fcer snd anon 1 was obliged to wrinjf the cufls 
if my light jacket, as if they had been steeped 
fc D brook. The completion of this difiicult 
;job ia a convincing proof of the powers of Eng- 
lishmen, when directed by a skilful commander, 
encouraging them in his own person, by par- 
taking in an equal or greater degree the fatigues 
tad dangers of the enterprise. There are few 
men whose constitutions would enable them to 
Wldergo greater or severer fatigue than Capt. C — 
•IwajB imposed upoft himself when the welfare or 
lisnefit of the service was concerned : his unbouud- 
wzeU in face of an enemy never allowed him to 
reel Weary, or want of rest to oppress him ; and he 
^ could not suppose others to be diiferently affected. 
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Impossible, was a word on these occasions erased 

firom his vocabulary. 

In the coTiree of the night the necessary quan- 
tity of shells and powder was carried up, and the 
battery completed at all points. At daybreak 
the intervening shrubs and underwood that masked 
it from the view of the enemy were cleared away, 
and the howitzers and mortar ready to open their 
fire as soon as the objects became distinctly visible. 

The mortar which had been first planted had 
sadly annoyed the little garrison, but when the liill 
battery commenced on the 3rd February, they 
were literally pounded into submission. In three 
hours the white flag was hoisted ; but, not agreeing 
to the terms proposed, they had a few hours more 
of the same severe regimen, which induced them 
to smrender at discretion. 

This rapid and brilliant success so gratified the 
Commander-in-chief, that, immediately after the 
reduction of Pigeon Island, f'aptain C — was or- 
dered to hoist a Commodore's broad pendant, and 
Captain P. Brenton was appointed his captain. 
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IdeutaoaDt-GeneialBeckwith's decided action. — Take posEessioa 
of FortRojal. — Erection otBatteries. — An Accident. — Loss 
of life during the construclion of the Sailors' Batteiy.- — 
MuKBUvres to avoid the Sbells. — Convejing tlie Guns to the 
Buiei;. — Mulatto Girls. — A dangerous Adventure. — Cool 
and intrepid conduct of Captain S^-th of the Engineers. — The 
Batteries completed. —The Bombardment.^^Tlie Enemy's 
»b!Ij repulsed. — Merit neglected. — A Tnice. — HoEtilities re- 
commenced. — The Author wounded. — Kindness of his mess- 

nialei He is removed on boa.rd. — Surrender of FortBourbon. 

—Author visits the Fort. — The captive Garrison embarked.— 
Court Martial on the Officers and Men of the Coination. — 
The Sentence.— Reflections.— The Eneculion. 



The decided action of Lieutenant-Gen era 1 
Beckwitli "with the whole of the enemy's forces 
on Mount Souriere, made them abandon all farther 
open resistance, and they shut themselves up in 
''orts Royal and Bourbon. The night previous to 



the Burrender of Pigeon Island, two of our frigates, 
the Cleopatra and jEoIus, with the Recruit brig, 
.jpijahed up to the head of the bay in gallant style, 
under a heavy fire from Negro Point and Pigeon 
Island, 80 that all escape for the garrison was com- 
pletely cut off, supposing any attempt should be 
made from Fort Royal witli that intention. This 
movement was followed by the enemy's abandon- 
ing Fort Royal, or Edward, and setting fire to 
the Amphitritc French frigate. Captain Napier, 
of the Recruit, in the course of the day landed at 
the fort with only a boat's crew, mounted the ram- 
parts, and having ascertained the desertion of 
the enemy, immediately communicated the feet 
to the Commander-in-chief. 

The enemy, fearfid of dividing their force, 
abandoned all the batteries along Cosenavire beach 
and Fort Royal, in order to concentrate their 
strength in Fort Bourbon.* After re-embark- 
ing all our stores and ordnance, we proceeded to 
the opposite side of the bay. The whole of the 
naval force intended to co-operate with the army 
had landed at Negro Point, -where the Commodore 
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toolc up his head-quarters in the evening. In 
^ikiBcquence of Captain Napier's dashing recon- 
«ance, a strong party of the York Hangeiv 
Bnit»arked in the boats and proceeded to take 
^session of Fort Royal, where they secured them- 
Belvea from any sudden attack of the enemy, andi 
thro'wing up a breastwork in the body of the place, 
piuited some of the guns against their late 
lers in Fort Bourbon. As daylight dawned, it 
discovered to them the British flag flying upon the 
ifalls. It appears that the commanding height of 
Fort Bourbon, or Dessaix, as it had been re-chiis- 
tened, led the French to believe that it would have 
proved no difficult matter to drive us out should 
"e attempt to take possession of it ; but they did 
OM calculate upon our being enabled to transform 
't into a mischievous battery against themselves. 

No time was lost in landing all the stores re- 
quisite for the immediate erection of the different 
Itttteries against the fortress. The Intrepid, sisty- 
^% got out her lower-deck guns, (twenty-four 
pounders,) for the sailors' batteries. A zigzag 
toad Was cut through a wood to the spot, and Mount 
Tsrtanson fixed upon as the principal mortar bat- 



132 RECOLLBCXIONS OP 

tery: it was speedily constructed by the blue-jae 
k who were prineipally employed on that side the fort, 
e battery was completed and armed without the 
French discoTering us : which they did in conse- 
quence of a melancholy accident taking place the 
morning of its completion. A tent, containing 
a. large quantity of powder and combustibles, by 
some unaccountable accident (which never was 
explained) blew up, killing and wounding several of 
our men. Fortunately the greater number of the 
working-party had commenced their return to the 
encampment, or the list of euffcrera would in all 
probability have been frightfully swelled. 

The next work to be constructed was the 
Bailors' battery to the left of the mortar just com- 
pleted. Here we were discovered before we began 
to break ground, and the flight of shot and shell 
was uninterrupted. The site of the encampment 
of the troops on this side the fort, near the sailora* 
quarters, though hidden from the view of the 
enemy, appeared to be pretty correctly known, if 
we might judge from the number of twenty-four 
pounders and tliirteen-inch shells that were daily 
and nightly thrown into it. The average loss of 
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■iQeii might be computed from eight to ten each 
■lUgiit. The mischief caused by the twenty-fpur 
"Potinders was speedily obviated by the erection (rf 
parapet, but there was no combating with tJie 
4e6tructiye effect of the shells. Most of the poor 
rellowB thus carried off passed from a sound re- 
aeshing sleep, secured to tliem by the fatigues of 
■tiie day, into that of eternity. 

Men speedily become familiarized with death 
Mid danger, and though we knew the shells would 
nreak in upon our slumbers, silencing for ever the 
ieavy breathing of some poor tired unconscious 
^>eiQg, I do not think that on this account we 
slept a jot the less soundly upon our earthy beds, 
or envied those who were pillowed on down : ex- 
tteme corporeal exertion overpowered other feel- 
■ngs, and rendered us insensible to harassing re- 
jections; we were only too happy to seek our 
Wdo couch and resign ourselves to an uncertain 
■tite of repose. 

It frequently happened that in proceeding to 
'oe Bjulors' battery we were obliged to prostrSte 
"Ureelvea to the follen shells, — a sort otfaccia in 
itrra manosuvie, so particularly recommended by 
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Italian bandits as preventive of evil consequences 
U^those unlucky wighta who fall in their way. 

^■Whether I should pay the same quantum of re- 
spect to the behests of the aforesaid imperious 
gentlemen, would depend upon circumstances, 
but there is no disputing my sedulous attention 
to the movement, or my desire to avoid the heavy 
penalty attending any neglect of such prostrar 
tion by the explosion of these angry messengers. 

, " Practice makes perfect," and I latterly became 
extremely expert in the necessary evolutions, and 
used to watch and dodge the descent of a shell 
with much nicety and exactitude. The cry of 
"Shell! shell! — down! down!" was decisive; 
and down dropped every soul at full length — 
n'importe, puddJe, mud, or mire ; we were not at 
all dainty upon such occasions. When heavy i^n 
had fallen, those nearest to the bomb were nearly 
suffocated by tlie shower of dirt, Stc. spattered 
over them by its explosion. This was jhe signal 
for a levee en masae, and, should our party have 
escaped uninjured, the roars of laughter excited 
by the ludicrous figures we exhibited, bedaubed 
and bespotted from head to foot with mudj. 
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impeded our yoking-to again till another iron 
messenger would stop our mirtli, and remind us 
of our foliy id remaining longer exposed to da»ger. 
Itwaa ridiculous enough to observe in open epaces 
Uie wtward attempts of a party to avoid the shell 
ifiiea seen in mid air and directed towards them ; 
every eye would be fixed upon the projectile, first 
running forwards, and then as instantly back 
agnin, some to the right, others to the left, stag- 
Bering, stumbling, and knocking one another over, 
from their eyes being directed upwards, till the 
iBonieiit of its fall, when down they would all drop 
*5 if they had been shot. As the shell buries 
itaelfdeep in the earth, on its explosion the aplin- 
**f3 fly ofT, from the equal resistance of all around, 
Mloetliing in the line of a semicircle : if therefore 
yoa can get within ten or twelve feet of it, lying 
fl»t in a direction with the shell, you are compara- 
'ively safe. 

In one vof these trips to the battery, a seaman, 
"1 endeavouring to escape from a thirteen-inch 
"ifiU) which te obser^-ed descending, ran forward, 
>« if it had been his fete, to the very spot of its 
■ul: it appeared to explode at the instant it 
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impinged his person, and literally blew hira to 
atoniB. 
' . Notwithstanding the annoyance and destruction 
catiBcd by the enemy's fire, the sailors' battery 
waa soon formed and ready for the guns. In 
transporting them there we had to cross the road 
from St. Pierre to Fort Royal, in diverging from 
which we were for a short space exposed to the 
full view of Fort Bourbon, and they were always 
prepared to give us a salvo. On arriving at this 
spot we generally halted for a rest preparatory to 
a roily. Thus recruited, we started off as fast as 
the twenty-four pounder at our tail would permit 
us. In turning the comer, the leading men not 
taking a sufficient sweep, the wheels of the limber 
to which the gun was slung slipped off the road, 
and down went the whole concern into the ditclr, 
exactly in the spot where we were most exposed 
to the fire of the fort. 

Whether it proceeded from anxiety or hurry on 
the part of the French, or whether oiir good genius 
was then in the ascendant, it is not for me to de- 
tennine ; but though we were detained in eitri— 
catmg the piece upwards of an hour, it bo hap^ ■ 
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^ened that not a single man was killed or wounded, 
liltliougli the file was incessant. WhcQ clear of 
'tile dangerous spot, and under the slielter of a wood, 
« chance shot passed through and carried otT two 
of OUT party. TeUe est la fortune de la gutrre. 

During the day our little encampment was 
visited by tlie mulatto girls, who brought us eggs, 
vegetables, and other refreshments. I cannot po- 
sitively declare at this distance of time whether 
> laudable anxiety to procure more substantial 
delicacies for the palates of my messmates, or 
u indescribable Je ne sais quoi lurking in the 
eyes of one of these dark houries, prompted me, 
■fter the fatiguing duties of the day, to volun- 
tW my services on a foraging expedition in the 
""•nediate vicinity of the beleaguered enemy. 
«* master of the bewitching dark one was a 
''rench militia Colonel, who (looking to the in- 
tsreats of number one after Licutenant-General 
Bccitwith'a action on the heights above Bourbon, 
Wd seeing the utter hopelessness of his country- 
"len holding out,) had seceded from the governor 
^nd garrison, and secretly came over to us, com- 
oiUiiicating all the intelligence ^worthy of notice. 
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His bouse was situated Just above the town of 
Fort Royal, to the left of the road leading up to 
Fort Bouibon, and on the declivity of the hill, 
upon the summit of which rested the fortress. 
The Colonel's mansion, though completely under 
its guns, was betwixt the two lines of fire directed 
towards the besiegers' batteries. Between this 
spot and our lines a deep valley intervened, 
which night be regarded as neutral ground. 

Without reflecting on the length of time to 
which my visit might be prolonged, I started off 
without knowing either the parole or countersign 
for the night. It was one of those beautiful even- 
ings when all nature lies hushed in deep repose, 
and every living thing rests in peace except the 
destroyer man. The outhne of the form of the 
watchful sentinel pacing the lofty ramparts, as h^ 
uttered the " Qui vive ?" miglit be clearly traced 
in relief against the sky. Not a sound broke in 
upon the scene, except the explosional discharge 
of a gun from the enemy, or a mortar, whose 
messenger might be distinctly seen, like a metMT ' 
in heaven's vast concave, pursuing its destn)^^^| 
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I had crossed the valley, and was within a few 
paceg of the Coloners habitation, when the chal- 
lenge of the French sentries sounded so uncom- 
fortably close, that I began to think discretion 
Would be my better course ; and I had half turned 
Wind with the intention of retiring, when the 
JKls of my companions at " marching up the hill 
*iid down again" rose unpleasantly vivid before 
IBP| tod I at once abandoned the wiser plan, and, 
knocking gently at the door of the gallant Co- 
lone], was ushered in an unexpected guest. I 
"icceeded in the ostensible object of my visit, and 
pMsed away two or three hours most agreeably 
'"th the ladies of the family. I then took my 
SSTe, and had nearly gained the brow of the hiU 
radmg down into the valley, when a sudden rush 
■Wn some low trees close in my front made me 
®*P my hand upon my sword. The sight of a 
koiseman, and the challenge of " Qui vive ?" did 
"ot reheve my apprehensions tliat I was entrap- 
fd; hut, observing only one adversary, I deter- 
"•iiied to moke an attempt to gain the brow, and, 
"We there, I fiincied my retreat secure. " Qui 
"w?" uttered again in a sharp tone, induced me 
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to answer " Un ami,"^ and, sidling up to tlie cava- 
lier, I was on the point of proving myself any- 
thing but what I had just announced, by mating 
a desperate blow at him with my sabre, and bolt- 
ing headlong down the valley, when my hostile 
intentions were defeated by the good-humoured 
kugh of our friend the militia Colonel, replying, 
" Ah, c'est vous. Monsieur S — . Diable, que 
faites vous id!" The explanation was short, 
and I pursued my way with double-quick but 
cautious steps, having learned that the French pa- 
trole was between me and our lines. 
" The idea of being made prisoner upon an es- 
cursion prpmpted solely by the indulgence of a 
silly whim was something so unofficerlike, and I 
must have been considered so improper when the j 
truth should be known, that I inwardly cursed m;^ % 
folly fifty times before I found myself a prisoner 1 
to our own advanced posts, where I was verj^ : 
properly detained, being unable to give the parole 
or countersign. The field-officer relieved me 
from my thraldom, when, instead of retiring to 
rest, I had to join my party towards the sailors' 
battery, too weL contented at my escape, and blesB- 
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Big my good fortune that I had not shared the 
&te of tno other officers, who, It appeared, had 
inarched off upon a nmilar expedition in the very 
quarter, and upon whom the enemy's patrole 
stumbled. They were condacted to Fort Bou> 
bon, wheie they remained in an unenviable state 
of mind : fired at by their countrymen, with the 
lisk every moment of mutilation or death dealt 
by the bonds of friends. It cured me of my wan- 
dering propensities. 

The sailors'' battery, consisting of nine twenty- 
foni pounders, two mortars, and three eight-inch 
lio*ilzcra, being completed, a, smaller one was 
Minineneed to the left of that again. The army 
Mder LieutenantrGeneral Beckwith had of course 
WOpletely invested the fort, and were as busily 
Wployed as we were. Another party of seamen, 
'Bttder the command of Captain Barton, were like- 
wise busily engaged at the head of the bay. 

The admiration of the blue-jackets was greatly 
Wcited by the cool conduct of Captain Charles 
S— ih of the Engineers, and the contempt of 
^»nger he at all times displayed. This officer 
^ appointed to superintend the construction of 
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the batteries to wliich the se-amen wete attacliei 
and to direct tlieir labours : we could not but 
admire his imperturbable equanimity. I felt 
highly amused at watching him one day eating. Iti^ 
dinner. Descending from the parapet, where h? 
had been exposed all the morning to a tot Sffi, 
he quietly seated himself upon the ground a lit(le 
to the right of the battery, and, placing the plate 
upon his knees, began a vigorous attack upon the 
BaToiuy viands. The second mouthful was on its 
way when a twenty-four pound shot grazed so dow 
to him that it scattered the earth over himaejf md 
his dinner. The plate being cleared of tltia un- 
welcome condiment, he again set-to, in no way 
ruffled in temper or disposed to balk his appetite. 
A second ball played him the same malicious trick, 
when he got up and removed himself, his dinner, 
and his three bottles of porter, behind the parapet, 
and, once more settling Lis affairs, he exclaimed 
" Now fire away and be d — d to you !" Five 
minutes had perhaps elapsed, when, as he was 
quaffing off a draught of porter, a shell fell in his 
rear, and, exploding, covered him with dirt and 
buried the remains of his luckless dinner. ..-I 
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Lk I see him now rising and shaking the nibbish 
nom his shouldere, his patience at length oxbauBt- 
■•4 by the loas of his repast, and in irritated- 
ittents apostrophizing the inconsiderate Freooh- 
inen with " D — n your eyes, master Johnny, can't 
jou let me have my dinner in peace ?" 

On the l7th of February 1809, the Commodore 
i»<i completed, with the naval brigade, the three 
fc'ttcries entrusted to his erection. In two days 
BiOK, those on the opposite side were ready, and 
flie 19th, at three o'elock in the afternoon, was 
Ite appointed time for the opening salute. The 
Commodore was to give the preparatory signal to 
&t other batteries by firing one gun and display- 
log Ms broad pendant at the sailors'' battery. 

At two o'clock, the firet party who had the 
*i»ur to man the guns, headed by the Comnio- 
"Me, marched up a few minutes before the stated 
^ilOe in high glee, to pay off the score the enemy 
W been running up in our books. It had been 
> aad annoyance to Jack to be fired at by those 

thundering Frenchmen" -without being able to 
five a single shot in return ; but now he ob- 
•etved, " It is our turn, and if we don't touch 
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him off to ihe nines, why, as JonaliiBn sO 
' there 'b no snakes in Virginia.' " 

The embrasures were unmasked, and at iJ 
prescribed moment bang went one of the twenty 
four pounders,* and the swallow-tailed flag proudJ 
fluttered over our heads. The nest shot m 
the signal to commence, and in one instant th 
din and roar of shot and shell from all qui: 
ters was stunning. The besieged appeared dete. 
mined to keep pace with us ; their fire was we 
kept up, and the accuracy with which the 
dropped their shells into our battery obliged « 
now and then to discontinue the fire of some ' 
our pieces to repair our embrasures and parapet 
For four hours the discharge was uninternipte« 
when the gims became so heated that we ve: 
forced to slacken oui fire ; but we were precede 
in this necessary act by the Frenchmen. The aD 
mation of our chief, and the inspiring applau-' 
he bestowed upon our exertions, coinmunicat* 
to us fresh ardour and vigour : the broad peudai 
was perforated to rags. 



• ThLr(y-one moila 
opeaed upun ihe fort. 
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Ere ten o'clock liad arrived, the contending 
pwtiea appeared fatigued with this first display 
of their mutual strength : the tremendous fire sus- 
twaed for many hours dwindled into the discharge 
'Bf a single shot and shell, at intervals of five or 
>ii minutes, like the growlings of a retiring thun- 
itt-atonn. Our loss in killed and wounded was 
trifling. It was now our turn to be relieved, 
Wring hod a. spell of seven hours' hard work. We 
ilept soundly and sweetly, undisturbed by the 
loud bellowing of the iron-mouthed bullies. 

Our party was divided into three watches, who 
Vite to fight the battery by turns. Wc became 
ucellent practitioners in gunnery, knocking off 
*ith great accuracy the unfortunate bullocks as 
taey were tiumed out to graze on the ramparts ; 
■ oit aim would not have disgraced that of riflemen, 
lieutenant B-gl-d outdid his competitors in these 
trials of skill ; the shot directed by him was certain 
'f reaching its mark : perhaps the best encomium 
heatowed upon his dexterity, was the frequent 
rsqueat of the artillery officer, to take the exact 
*«yation of the gun previously to its being dis- 
' '^''irged. Jack christened the twenty-four pounder 
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used with such admirable effect, "Bl — dy mur- 
der :" not the most agreeably sounding appellation, 
but tolerably expressive of his opinion. 

On the third day from the commencement of 
the bombardment, the enemy was observed from 
out position preparing to make a sally upon the 
works on the opposite side to ourselves. Our 
guns were all loaded with shrapnel shells under 
the guidance of the artillery officer attached to 
the battery. The French had formed, and their 
leading files had commenced marching off, when 
the first shrapnel burst slap in among them, and 
lefl a fearful gap ; others followed in quick suc- 
cession, apparently viiii the lite effect, for the 
party immediately broke and retreated out of the 
line of our fire. The same afternoon we gave them 
a second edition of tbe first day's discharge, which 
was but feebly returned. Edevain, the gunner of 
the Pompee, was this day seriously wounded : the 
loss of his services was much felt. He was a man 
far superior to the station he then filled, having re- 
gularly served his time and passed for a lieutenant. 
On our return to England, through the represen- 
tation of the Commodore, he was rewarded viUi 
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the commiBsion he tad so long yearned for, but of 

■which he had abandoned all hope. 

I wish that all 'conainanding officers were fully 

«]ive to the interest they might inspire, and to 
the grateful feelings they would inevitably secure 
to themselves, did they more carefiiEy appreciate 
llie abilities and investigate the exertions of mo- 
dest men of worth and talent — men who, destitute 
of interest and powerful connexions, continue to 
perform their duties zealously, fight gallantly, 
rtmggle nobly, and frequently die in their coun- 
I'j's service, unrewarded, neglected, and forgot- 
ten. These are the subjects that merit the pe- 
culiar attention and good offices of commanding 
officers ; they have it in their power to represent 
lie several claims of deserving men in the 
proper quarter, and, if they fail in the observance 
"' this positive duty, they have much to answer 
for, By such flagrant injustice, genius is not only 
wippled, a sensitive mind cruelly wounded, and 
ffleritoriouB exertions paralyzed, but the injury 
dwe is two-fold, — the individual and the public 
*K alike sufferers, the latter losing the benefit of 
'he promising talents of a zealous and well-dis- 
h2 
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poaed aen'ant. The loss, taken in the aggregate, 
may be considered trifling, yet it often amovmts 
to more than all the good nhich a commanding: 
officer does to the community at large. 

The power of obtaining rewards and benefits, 
or of being in any way instrumental to the 
happiness of our fellow-creatures, is productive 
of pure unsullied pleasure to the nobly consti- 
tuted mind ; but if this enviable power is the 
privOeged attribute of a commanding officer, and 
he is free to unite the yearnings of a generous 
heart to the prescribed duties of his station, it is 
not mere invective to assert, that shame rests with 
the man who from paltry motives, indifference, 
or other causes, remains callous to the zealous ser- 
vices of persons who naturally and confidently 
regard him as the channel through which their 
respective merits should be acknowledged and re- 
presented. To cultivate a grateful temper among 
those around us, and upon whose exertions we hope 
to lay the basis of our own fame and reputation, 
is not only politic, but tails forth better, nobler 
feelings; and the same principle which is acutely 
touched with the kindness of a benefiictor, ie tko 
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rapable of being deeply affected by far liipher cuii- 
Biderations, and of becoming, under the powerful 
influence of that affection, a source of the purcs^t 
joy and most exalted \'irtue. It is an attribute of 
OBI position, when impartially used, that is to he 
wierislied aboTe all others we may possess. 

On the morning of tlie 22nd of February, the 
"Wte flag was flying on the fortress, and the fire 
waaeil, only to be speedily renewed, the object of 
tiie enemy being merely to gain time. Our grand 
inortar^battery woe chiefly directed against their 
Pfinrapal magazine, and so effectually had it done 
* »ork, that the enemy, fearful of the dreadful 
'''['wquences of an explosion, had hoisted a truce, in 
tlie hope of being enabled to remove their powder 
to a securer situation ; this, however, had been 
wi^een and the Frenchmen were disappointed in 
uieir object. I had arrived with my party in the 
wttery the moment the order was given to re- 
Mmmence hostilities, whicli was briskly executed. 
Tlia fire of the enemy became extremely anima- 
l*d ; they were quite refreshed from the short 
wsation we had allowed them. My four hours' 
Mj had nearly expired, in five minutes iftott \ 
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should have been relieved, when I was placed hot 
de combat for a short time, and was carried off to 
the surgeon in the rear. The real injury bore nu 
proportion to the extent of mischief which my ap- 
pearance presented. I had just been laid on the 
grass, when my messmate who was to relieve me, 
passed by ; I heard him inquire, " Who is it ?" 
for I suppose I was not recognizable. " Mr. S." 
was the reply. 

" Poor Jemmy !" and he turned to pursue his 
way to the battery, espressing his regret for his 
lost friend. 

"He is only wounded," added the surgeon; 
and in an instant my messmate wap joined by 
another, and they were both kneeling at my side. 
The affectionate and joyous interest they expressed 
at finding I had not been knocked off, soothed the 
excruciating pain I beganto experience, after re- 
covering the use of my senses. There is Gome- 
thing magical in kind words and anxious solici- 
tude ; and though I could not reply to their 
friendly inquiries, a warm pressure of the hand 
convinced them I was not so bad as appearances 
indicated ; and they proceeded to take their share 
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of the Frenchman's ire. My own party being 
relieved, I was removed by tliem to the encamp- 
ment, where the Commodore soon visited me, and 
immediatelj ordered the surgeon to send me on 
board. Fancying, however, I was not so bad as to 
reijiiire removal, I persuaded the medical man to 
allow me to remain where I was ; for which the 
poor fellow got a rap on the knuckles, and i was 
despatched by the first boat that quitted the shore. 
On reaching the ship, the first lieutenant, 
wKose kindness and friendship towards me had 
Men fer greater than I merited, was looking over 
the side, and hailed me : 

" Well, Master Jemmy, have you had enough 
of the shore this time ? Why, what have the 
Proiclmien been doing to make you look so black 
upon the matter ? Come, we must try and set you 
tonghts again;" and I'was once more installed in 
•^ whin. Bones remained as first lieutenant of 
"lePompee, after the Commodore quitted her, and 
"^ in the action she sustained with the Haut- 
P"™!', for which he was promoted to the rank of 
"-"Duiiander. Poor fellow ! he retained his sense 
just long enough to know that his servicea h&i at 
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lust been acknowledged, and died i 
afterwardH on board tlie Pompee. 

The gallant exertions of our brethren the red- 
coats, with whom the blue-jackets cordially united, 
were soon crowned with suecees, by the surrender 
of Fort Bourbon, or Dessaix, and the consequent 
submission of the whole island. Commodore 
CockbuTn was appointed one of the eommissionew 
on the part of the British, in the treaty for the 
surrender. The garrison (upwards of three thou- 
sand) were allowed to march out with the honours of 
war, and were to he conveyed to France in Eng^ 
lish transports, and there landed, provided an equal 
number of Englishmen were exchanged for them. 

I was soon enabled to visit the fort. Never was 
a scene of greater devastation presented ; every 
building was knocked down, and the earth literally 
ploughed up by our shells. The principal maga- 
zine, to which the mortars were directed, was so 
injured that it was expected every moment the 
shells would penetrate it, and cause it to explode. 
Theii guns were upset, the platforms destroyed, 
and the destruction caused by oui ricochet shot 
was murderous i our batteries were bo judicioi; 
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placed, that the one opposctl by the French to the 
Bulors' gims was enfiladed by our's to the left, 
"hilst our fire again was equally destructive to 
™t in face of the other. I observed that two guns 
W been blown up, and buried beneath the level 
"f the platform, by our thirteen-inch shells having 
Wlen obliquely under them. The bomb-proofs 
*ew untenable: the dreadful state of filth and 
"^fruption in the casemates, &e. is too disgusting 
Ma horrible to describe ; the air was positively 
infected with the noxious effluvia eifiittcd from the 
slaughtered bodies of the garrison, the carca.ses 
If animals, and the mass of abomination that 
infested the whole place. 

It was the first time I had witnessed the eiFects 
^f a bombardment ; it is one I shall never forget, 
^"1 1 left the scene of desolation and murderous 
woe fully impressed with the extent of horrors 
^is^afled by a state of warfare. No alt«mative 
out surrender was left to the gallant governor — 
10 shelter was afforded to his men from our un- 
^rnng fire;* added to which, disease, with all its 

'Upwards oF 25,000 shells neie tlirown ioto Fort Boatbon 
iliiriii|tliisi]iDrl bambanlmeni. 
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frigttfiil concomitants, arising from tLeir deplora- 
ble situation in a tropical climate, had broken out, 
and in a few days must have carried off the 
majority. To have inhabited the fort would 
have been attended with iimniiient risk, till a 
regular purification had been efiected. 

It is singular that the French complained of 
having suffered severely by the ricochettJBg shots 
from Fort Royal, a spot which they had abso- 
lutely considered as insignificant, and as affording 
no ground for annoyance by shot. The eleva- 
tion of our guns, from the battery formed with- 
in its walls, (if my memory ia correct,) could 
not have been less than thirty degrees ; the after- 
trucks were taken off, and those before raised, 
to attain the necessary elevation. The charge 
was regulated merely to pitch the shot over the 
walls, and away it bounded like a cricket-ball the 
whole range of the fort. Notwithstmiding all 
these cirGumstauges, Villaret Joyeuse was tried 
and disgraced for giving up the fort, and shortly 
after his return to France died of a broken heart 
on his own estate in Normandy, 

Arrangements were immediately entered into 
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The Commodore 



fo embark the captive garrison, 
was to take cliarge of them to Europe, for which 
purpose lie shifted his broad pendant to the Belle- 
isle, into nhich ship 1 accompanied him ; and in 
less than three weeks we were prepared to sail, in 
compaDy with the Aigo, forty-four, and the trans- 
ports with the French prisoners. 

During the time of preparation, 1 paid a visit 
to St. Pierre, certainly one of the prettiest towns 
in the West Indies. The French flag was still 
kept flying there, for the purpose of deceiving the 
enemy's vessels : several came in, and were not 
aware of the fall of the island until the Eng- 
lish officers went on board to take possession of 
them. 

Before our departure, a Court-martial was held 
board the Pompee on the officers and men of 
his Majesty's late brig the Carnation, which had 
been captured by a French sloop of war, under 
circumBtances extremely galling to the pride of 
the British navy. It was an event which excited 
great interest. The Carnation was one of the 
finest of our eighteen-gun brigs, but she wat, 
manned by a woilhless crew. A fatality a^^eatwL 
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to hang over her when she fell in with the French 
brig; for the first broadside killed her Commander, 
Captain Charles Mars Gregory, and shortly after- 
wards the first and second lieutenants were severe- 
ly wounded : the latter, Jain^ Fitzmaurice, in a 
gallant attempt to lend on ttqC^ation's men to 
board the enemy. The Master was mortally 
wounded ; and the command of the vessel de- 
volved upon the boatswain, who, observing the 
Frencliman waver, called on the men to board the 
enemy''G vessel. At tliis critical moment the 
Beigeant of marines turned recreant and fled below, 
and was followed in his dastardly retreat by the 
majority of the sui^-ivora. The French Captain 
was also killed, and Lis crew had in like manner 
started from their guns. Thus were the. two vessels 
lying alongside of each other, with only a few 
hijtne spirits remaining on either deck, when the 
enemy's' second in command, astonished at the 
cessation of his adversary's fire, peeped over the 
bulwarks,' and, discovering the desertion of her 
decks,' succeeded in rallying hia people, and 
boarded oitthe forecastle of the Carnation, which 
jras ^lantly but ineffectually contested by the 
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boatswain and two or tliree of his men. In a few 
minutes she became a prize to the Frenchman, 
and was safely conducted into Cul-de-sac Marin 
at Martinique, where she waa destroyed on our 
making good our landing. The surviving ofBcers 
and crew had beeawLeived in exchange on board 
the Pompee before the arrival of the expedition, 
and among them was the sergeant of marines. 

The Court-martial would have been summoned 
immediately, but for the operations commenced 
for the reduction of the island. As soon as this 
event took place, the order for its assembling was 
given. By some oversight, or, which is more 
likely, a desire on the part of the first lieutenant 
of the Pompee to give the unhappy sergeant a 
chance of averting the destiny that hung over him, 
lie sent him on shore as one of the party to work 
at the batteries. Had the sergeant taken advan- 
tage of this opportunity, he would probably have 
escaped the ignominious death that ended his 
career; but here again he turned tail, and was 
remanded on boan! as a prisoner. 

The court rigidly examined into every particular, 
and, after a patient investigation of all tkt ?aK,\», 
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honourably acquitteil the officers, it being proved 
that the nature of their wounds was such aa to pre- 
clude the possibility of their taking any furtlier 
part in the action ; but the unhappy sergeant wna 
condemned to be hung, and thirty-two of his cow- 
ardly followers to run him up to the yard-arm, and 
to be afterwards transported for fourteen years to 
Botany Bay. 

From the conclusive ei?id'enee that was pro- 
duced, the fate of the poor wretch was manifest. 
The stillness of the tomb reigned throughout the 
court Bs the Judge Advocate read the sentence. 
The start of horror which seized the doomed malt 
as his death-knell rang on hia ear, was succeeded by 
a calm resigned deportment which astonished the 
audience ; and as he left the court he respectfully 
bowed to his judges, without one pleading look 
for mercy. 

There is something so fearfully awful, so inde- 
scribably overwhelming in the condemnation of a 
fellow-creature to death, that, however deeply he 
may have sinned against a particular code of laws 
enacted for the well-being of the country, and 
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though he may be pronounced deserving of the 
fete that consigns him to the hands of the execu- 
tioner, yet we tremble, and an involuntary thrill 
of horror creeps through our frames, as we intently 
£i our eyes upon the living breathing form be- 
fore us sentenced to die by the decree of his fellow 
men, — to perish in the >igour of manhood, — to 
eipiate with the breath of life (God's own and 
ptedoua gift,) an offence originating too often, it 
« to be feared, in some physical derangement of 
toiiBtitution, or proceeding from that mysterious 
infltience which at times attacks and prostrates 
tie energies of man, — mocking his free agency, 
uid proclaiming his degeneracy. 

Whence springs the wild anomalous feeling 
wM prompts us to look with enthusiastic ardour 
(« the slaughter of the battle-field ? to deal and 
Kcdve the blow that may dissolve the mystic 
union of the incorruptible soul with the corrupt- 
ible body? our bosoms heaving with swelling 
pride, strangers to remorseful pangs or pity's 
throb. Await awhUe ! the battle is over, and a 
wlitary being is doomed to die : — women's softness 
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steals over our senses, an indefinable rusli of* 
rowing sensations crowd upon us, reminding us that 
we are men — inheritors of frail erring mortality ! 

The sentence was confirmed by the Comman- 
der-in-chief, and in a few fieeting hours the exe- 
cution was to take place on- board the ship of the 
second in command, ■ The fatal morning was 
ushered in by the melancholy and necessary pre- 
parations : they were witnessed by our crew with 
settled gloom : the temporary stage erected over 
the cat-head was teady, the rope rove at the fore 
yard-arm was stopped into the bunt of the yard. 
The signal gun was fired from the Admiral's ship 
for the boats of the fleet to attend punishment, 
and repeated by the Pompee. The unliappy man 
was engaged with the chaplain in Jeep prayer, as 
the report of the gun struck upon his ear; it 
passed unheeded, so intentlVi so fervently were 
his thoughts fixed upon eternity — 



From the period of his condemnation his c 
duct was edifying and devout : he expected no 
■ mercy, — he sued for noi\e. To have judged k 
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by his behaviour after sentence, it would have been 
difficult te believe that he could have ever failed 
in courage or fortitude. The boats assembled 
vound, marines were Btationed in the bows and 
Stem-sheets, the hands were turned up, the rig- 
ging of the different ships of the squadron filled 
*ith their respective crews dressed in their best 
and uncovered. All was ready, and the sci^eant 
walked from the cabin on to the quarter-deck, 
attended by the clergyman. An awful stillness 
penaded the ship ; the sentence of the court, and 
die order for the execution, were read. His de- 
meanour was so correct, so firm, and yet so sub- 
miasivcly resigned, that the feelings of the by- 
standers were strongly, painfully excited in his 
favour : the fault for which he was about to suf- 
fer was forgotten in the admiration of the Chris- 
tian fortitude with which he encountered his fate. 
Before his arms were pinioned, he requested to 
sddresa the ship's company : he spoke to them 
I m an impressive and collected manner ; he ac- 
I kliowledged the justice of his sentence; called upon 
I Wl thoBe who were about to witness his ignomi- 
L fliotts death .to remember they owed theii U\fta \a 
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the service of their country; — that by having y 
ed to unmanly fears he had led others astray, and 
that he felt he had fairly forfeited his life to the 
offended laws of his country ; adding, that he 
hoped his fate vould be considered a sufficient 
atonement for his offence. The address was de- 
livered in a tone of deep humility, and he con- 
cluded by returning thanks for the kindness lie 
had received. The silent tears might be seen 
coursing each otiier down the furrowed and bronzed 
cheek of many a hardy veteran. The scene be- 
came overpoweriDgly distressing aa the signal was 
given to move forward to the scaffold. As he 
passed the main rigging, a suppressed groan, and 
" God bless you !" might be plainly heard to issue 
from the overcharged hearts of the crew. On the 
gangway the clergyman, taking the lead, com- 
menced in a deep sonorous voice the service for 
the dead oyer a warm, animated body — 
" In the midst of life we are in death," 
1 have often heard that beautiful prayer, as the 
cold inanimate forms of my shipmates and friends 
have been plunged into the deep, but never did it 
make so forcible an impression upon me as on that 
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niwning; my tears were not to be repressed. 
Arrived on the forecastle, be again thanked the 
dergymaa, and with a resolute step mounted the 
sraffold. He continued absorbed in prayer until 
the cap waa drawn over his eyes. In a. few se- 
wndi he dropped the handkerchief; the gun ex- 
ploded under his feet, and in the smoke of the 
discharge his luckless and condemned shipmates 
"in him up to the yard-arm. Death must have 
DMn instantaneous, for the body never moved. 
" wm an awful, heart-rending ceremony, such as 
"I'ght shake a man with iron nerves. 

It is a humiliating and degrading spectacle to 
see a human being hung up like a dog, and I 
"Miiot reconcile my mind to the infliction of 
death by this means in the navy. As respects the 
deliberate murderer, or the hardened felon of a 
■"mdred crimes, such a. revolting end may perhaps 
*^d to the ignominy of the decree ; but to pui^ 
"•* the same method in an honourable profession 
'^ ftnns, whose members may perchance foiget 
weir duty and incur the penalty of death, ren- 
detB bitterness doubly bitter to the unfortunate 
■nan, engenders a feeling of deep degrodatioa 
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among his officers and shipmates, and uselessly 
sullies the high character of excellence for which 
our navoi regulations should stand unrivalled. 

The offences for which sailors may be supposed 
to deserve death, while in active service and under 
martial law, are frequently such as under other cir- 
cumstances could scarcely expose them to severe 
pubhc correction. If, then, they render themselves, 
or are rendered by the necessities of the country, 
amenable to severe laws, it is not too much to ex- 
pect that, when visited with punishment, sailors 
should die like men, and not be hanged like d<^s. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

'ilthe Pomp^e. — Rraeplion of the late Governor and suite on 
bunl the BelleUle. — Bills or Exchange for Prixe-mooey. — 
IJeparture from Port Rojil.— Devotion of his Officers to 
Kapoleon. — Arrival in Quiberon Bay. — Negotiation for Ex- 
cKinge ofPrisonera — A Frem-hman's Triclt.^Departure of 
the French Governor and suite. — My anxiery to proceed to 
LondDQ An unlucky meeting. — A nebuke Lucky Es- 
cape — The expedition 10 Walcheren — Disembarliatioa of ihe 
Troops — luvestmeat of Flustiiog. — Gallantly of the Raven 
hrig — Force the paaaage between Cadsand and Flushing. 
— -Complelioii of the Batteries against Flushing — The Bom- 
bardmenl. — Surrenderor the Town. — A Trench Sergeant's re- 
mark, — Horrors of War, — Freedom of England from its Devas- 
tation. — Claims of our Defenders on the National Gratitude. 

We quitted the Pompee with feelings of 
"^Kfct : her superior good qualities and sailing 
placed her far above the rest of the squadron ; but 
'he Baa too efficient a vessel, ami too lately from 
England, to be sent home ; while the Belleisle, 
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requiring a complete repair, remained on the 
station. Lieutenants M-l-d and B-gl-d accom- 
panied the Commodore into liis new ship. The 
fonner became our first lieutenant ; he had at- 
tended OUT chief during tLe nhole of his uduous 
and laborious operations on shore, and received his 
commission on our arrival in England: he had 
been our second lieutenant in the Phaeton, and 
was universally esteemed for his kindness of heart, 
decision, coolness in danger, and perfect knowledge 
of hia profession : he was one of those who cannot 
be forgotten. 

The garrison embarked, and the late governor 
and suite were received on board the Belleisle 
with the honorary marks of distinction due to a 
brave enemy, and with the feeling of respect his 
conduct to our countrymen (whom the fortune of 
war had placed in his power) richly merited. It 
must have mitigated his unpleasant feelings to 
find himself placed with the man for whom he had 
already felt the strongest sentiments of respect. 
Admiral Villaret Joyeuse was esteemed a gene- 
rous enemy, and this feeling was fully displayed 
by the successfiil party, who wished to introduce 
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n irticlc in the treaty stipulating for the free 
leluni of himself and suite to France; but the 
gsUtnt old gentleman declined this mark of favour, 
pwteniiig to share the fate of the garrison. Ad- 
Bital Villaret Joyeuse commanded the French 
aeet in the memorable action with Earl Howe on 
fie first of June 179-1. A number of military 
i raval French otficers embarked on board the 
Belleisie, so that we were completely full ; their 
Mtural ga'ieU- de cceur enlivened the passage. 

' Before we set sail, Mr. Maxwell, the Agent who 
W followed the expedition to Martinique, gave 

* hills upon England for the amount of prize- 
■aoney (a considerable sum) due to those officers 
wd men of the Pomp^e who had accompanied the 
Gommodore into the Belleisie, The bills were 
potested, and sent back to the West Indies; and 
1 news we heard in return was, tliat Mr. 
twell had departed this life, and had died 
•Mlvent. This was my second stroke of ill 
fifftune : I Lad now lost all that I had gained both 
h the East and West Indies. 

We took our departure from Port Royal, in 
ree middle of March accompanied by the Argo^ 
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forty-four, and the transports filled with French 
troops. We ran down the islands, passed close 
to St, Christoplier's, whence we were saluted, and 
clearing the Sombrero Clianncl, entered upon 
the open sea. 

The time passed agreeably enough ; we were 
on the best possible terms with our French com- 
panions, many of whom were in our berth. The 
laugh, the song, and joke went merrily round ; and 
while we laughed at their attempts to converee 
in English, they returned the compliment in the 
best-humoured manner by smiling at the blunders 
made in their own language. 

The deep devotion of the majority of the 
officers to Napoleon was strikingly conspicuous, 
and, though all hope of being restored to their 
country was destroyed by the refusal of iheii ruler 
to exchange them, and their bitter disappointment 
had for the moment drawn down upon hira de- 
nunciations deep and heavy, in thus casting from 
him men who had served and fought faithfully 
under his banners, all thoughts of self, and the 
kbardships of a long imjmsonmcnt in an enemy's 
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wuntry, vaiUBLed into air, vhea the last vessel 
that took the Governor on shore arrived, bringing 
;Vith it the newa of Napoleon's glittering success 
Jt Kchmuhl : one spontaneous burst of devoted 
enthusiastic feeling evinced how completely he 
had regained his wonted empire over their minds. 
A capitaine de fregale^ who had been personally 
noticed by Napoleon, and brought forward by 
him in consequence of having distinguished him- 
Mlf under his searching eye, was one of our 
pJSsengere: he regarded that extraordinary man 
S8 n superior being, as one whose name- ought 
never to be lightly mentioned ; he appeared to 
adure his chief. Whenever he pronounced or heard 
the word rEmpereur, his hand was mechanically 
hfted to his hat, and his head uncovered. This 
>tt of respect being remarked by some of our 
gS7 miscliievous officers, Monsieur It capitaine 
* /''egate was frequently engaged in conversB- 
tioa for the purpose of seeing how often in a 
certain apace of time his devotion would lead him 
to uncover at the mention of his sovereign's 
name. The joke was repeated too often, and the 
merriment of the bystanders discovered to the 
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astouislied and deeply woimded Frencliman, 
folly of the trial was thorougLIy felt, and a pro- 
portionate degree of sorrow at having, by the in- 
dulgence of an unwarrantable freak, liarassed the 
feelings of a brave, devoted, and worthy seaman. 
His concluding remark, " .^e suit priaonnitr, 
mats vous rCavez pas le droit de TtCinsvlter,'''' con- 
veyed a merited reproach to the instigators and 
performers of this thoughtless fancy. All tjie 
apologies, all the advances that were made to 
promote a reconciliation, were of no avaU ; lie 
could not forget it, and he rigidly avoided oil 
future friendly intercourse with the officers. 

At the end of April wc arrived safely with our 
charge in Quiberon Bay, when a fiag-of-tnice was 
immediately despatched to the shore. A favour- 
abli* answer was received, accompanied by a re- 
quest that we would move higher up the bay, to 
afford greater facility of communication. The 
Belleisle therefore moved up, but the Argo, with 
the transports, were anchored off Hedic Island. 
The negotiation for the exchange appeared to be 
on swimmingly ; the French commissioner 



rent so fiir as to request the r 
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friends who might be prisonerg in France, and 
Wat they should be returned among the number 
ewhimged. With what feeUngs of delight I in- 
wibed the names of my former messmates and 
ffficm in the Blanche, and what pleasurable 
Bwoiions filled my mind at the opportunity of 
liecoming, as I hoped, an humble inBtniiuent in 
fffecting their deliverance ! The lisita of the 
'renchman increased this flattering belief : or- 
deia liad been given for the march of the requi- 
Mte number of English prisoners, and on such a 
d»J they would arrive. Thus were we deceived, 
'*ben in point of fact not a single individual 
""ts tn route for that purpose. 

When the day arrived previous to that on 
'hiA our poor countrymen were expected, the 
Wtining Frenchman, under the idea Uiat he had 
'Wmirfetely hoodwinked the Commodore by the 
plsuEible manner in which he conducted himself, 
Iwde his appearance on board "ith all the -con- 
fidence of success. He communicated the pleas- 
'iff intelligence that the English prisoners were 
'lithin a few miles of the coast ; that same eveu- 
Hg would witness the arrival of the advanced divi- 
i2 
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tiion at Vannes, and the next duy tlie whole 
body would have arrived. To accommotlate the 
Coniinodore, and that he might be prepared to 
receive them, he had ordered off a Bufficient num- 
ber of small veBsels to land the Frcnehmen ; — and 
in fact a musquito fleet was making its appearance 
for that purpose. Cleverly as the crafty French- 
man carried on the farce of candour, he had not 
blinded our chief, who at once completely upset 
the wily schemes of the emisBary, by stating that 
he was delighted at the prospect of the speedy 
termination of the object of his visit by the ar- 
rival of his countrymen, but that lie must decline 
permitting his prisoners to land till the following 
day, when, for every boat-load of Englishmen 
brought off, an equal number of Frenchmen should___ 
be despatched in exchange. 

The politic envoy made much ado about th^^i 

honour of the Great Nation, and having vainl 1 

endeavomed to combat the determination of tl^^< 
Commodore, retired in pretended displeasure -^^1 
the insult offered in doubting his word. TKne 
foiled negociator and his small fry of craft ^cv', 
took their way to the h&rbour. The next ^^W*^J 
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communication fiom the bafBed Frenchman 
tnade known that the truce was ended, and that 
Do fiirther intercourse with the shore would be 
allowed, nor would any exchange take place : chiis 
endeavouring to hide, under the cloak of offended 
dignity, an unworthy and dishonourable deceit. 
There is the strongest reason to believe that not 
Englishman was in the neighbourhood, — that 
none had even started from the prisons. 

We immediately rejoined the convoy, and pre- 
yuations were made for omr departure. An aid- 
^e-eanip of Villaret Joyeuse was without delay 
forwarded to L'Orient, to state to the atithori- 
ties, that, on their despatching a veBscl, the late 
governor and his suite would be permitted to 
Wd : the return of the messenger in the expected 
I'wael was the signal for taking leave of their at- 
teitive host. They evidently felt sincere regret 
M parting with one whose courtesy and kindness 
W obliterated from their minds his character as 
W enemy to their country. The niece of the po- 
"etnor, an amiable, interesting girl, was much 
sfiected, and on being placed in the barge burst 
■Dtoteara. As the boat lay on her oars to receive 



Ij4 RECOLLECTIONS OF 

tlie salute that was paid to his excellency, she 
never lifted up her head, and appeared buried id 
grief; the waving of her liandkercliief, as she 
stepped on the deck of the vessel that wat to 
convey her to friends and home, appeared to re- 
new her regrets, and she iniitantly descended to 
the cabin. 

Having fulfilled the articles of the capitulation 
as far as came within the power of the Commo- 
dore, we left the French coast, and proceeded to 
Spithead, whence the unfortunate prisoners were 
conveyed to Porches ter Castle. 

My anxiety to proceed to London had so far 
got the better of my discretion, that before we 
came to an anchor I preferred a request to that 
end: the result was such as my sober senses 
should have taught me. The Commodore landed, 
and no sooner was he clear of the ship than I 
applied to the Captain with so much earnestness 
that I succeeded in my suit, upon an understand- 
ing that my leave was granted only for the purpose 
of visiting the shore, and that, if by any chance 
t the Commodore in London, the permission 

i to test upon that plea. Muffled up in mj 
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^eat coat I mounted tLe roof of the mail, while 
Siy ConuQOilore was snugly ensconced inside ; 
I fiir escaped detection. My unlutlty star 
*as, however, in the ascendant, 

On the day of my arrival, as I was carck'a:-ly 
enjoying a lounge along the Strand, I was sud- 
denly brought up by running slap on board tlii^ 
Commodore as he was crossing the pavement from 
tts'a to step into his carriage. The shock 
«tt Mif&cient to deaden his way, and fixing his 
eyes upon the cause of it, " You sir, when did 
Jon come to town?" — "This morning, sir." — 
" Indeed ! you have made wonderful haste ; now 
tfyifyou can get on board again c(|ually quick. 
I have a letter for the firat lieutenant ; come to 
OJ lodgings for it at four o'clock : in the mean 
JO and secure your place by the coach, and 
'HDcmber my letter is to be delivered on board 
^itktt noon to-morrow," I stammered and stut- 
kued, and doubtless loolted tolerably foolish : 
uosble to make any good excuse, I shuffled oif 
9 tlie coacli-office, musing in no very pleasant 
wnont upon the mutability and destruction of a 
{iddy-pated reefer's engagements. No loop-liole 
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was left for me to creep out at; I was fairly 
caught. The letter and my unlucky self were safe 
on board the Belleiale at the appointed time. 

My scheme for pleasure in London having been 
thus unceremoniously knocked on the head, a few 
days saw me on another expedition to the west- 
ward. I suppose I considered myself as entitled 
to some indemnity, or fencied the Commodore's 
absence was a guarantee for my safety, for I out- 
stayed my leave so long that I returned only in 
the nick of time to prevent the ominous R being 
affixed to my name by the clerk of the cheque. 
I found that Captain C — had hoisted his pen- 
dant on board the Belleisle as a private ship, but 
that he had not yet returned ftom London, Our 
excellent first lieutenant had been promoted ; 
Lieut. W,, our second, had succeeded him in that 
responsible office ; and the ship was fitting to join 
the grand expedition then on the tapis. Orders 
had been received to curtail my powers of loco- 
motion, and I was kept close as wax to the ship. 
I received from my Captain, on his return, an 
unenviable lecture upon my misdeeds, and I am 

iund to confess I richly deserved it. . 



Our noble first, witli whom I was always upon 
the beat terms, at length took compassion upon 
my pitiable condition, and allowed me to ;vcfoiu- 
pany him one evening on shore, where, doifiiig njy 
unifonn, and clothing myself in shore-going togs, 
I regarded myself as secure from prying observa- 
tion. It was the period of Free-mart fair, and 
Saunders with all his equestrian troop formed one 
of the great points of attraction, I entered the 
Wth, and, taking my station in one of the side 
g>Uerie8 immediately over the horses, my atten- 
tion become riveted upon the performance, so thut 
I neither observed the company assembling to the 
right or left. But the sounds of a well-known 
•Dice directly behind me, wpset all my compla- 
*wcy, and made my blood tingle again ; they 
piweeded from Captain C — and Lord A. B — k. 
I dated not turn my head the eighth of an inch ; 
Hie comer of the well-known gold-laced hat pri)- 
Iruded over my head ; it kept nodding forward 
^th provoking pertinacity; there seemed to be an 
WesiBtible attraction between it and my pericra- 
niiini ; detection appeared certain ; all retreat was 
'"t off. Hemmed in on all sides, I was in a 
I 5 
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perfect quandary, when a happj idea suggested 
itself to my worried mind. The loose unnailed 
and open planks, apon which I was standing, 
prompted mc to play one of hariequin's tricks, and 
take my departure between them. Having found 
with my feet a sufficient space for a prosperous 
exit, I rested my hands on the bar in front, and 
then passing my feet clear of impediments through 
the aperture, I quitted my Jiold, and down I slip- 
ped upon the horees underneath. It was supposed 
to be an accident, and as I had no wisli to en- 
lighten the kind souls above upon the subject. I 
took care not to look up, but quickly made my 
escape under the horses' bellies. A fatality atr 
tended mc whenever I broke through the Cap- 
tain's orders ; by some means I invariably betrayed 
myself. This adventure so alarmed and con- 
vinced me there was no struggling with unhappy 
conjunctions and malign influences, that I wrote 
to Captain C — the next day, requesting to be 
allowed to see him, when I made suitable excuses, 
and it being stated by Lieutenant W. that I had 
deceived conditional leave of absence from Captaia 
B. my transgreasione were pardoned, and 
1 reinstated in Via tavoMi. 
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All was now bustle in getting ready for sea : 
tte lower deck was prepared for the reception of 
troops, and the guns landed ; the upper tier of 
casks got out of the hold, and stables fitted up for 
horses: in short, we were turned, with many 
oiliers, into a regular trooper, Spithead was 
crowded witli men-of-war destined for the same 
service. Portsmouth was filled with officers of 
both services, and their friends ; every house of 
ucommodatioD was overflowing : it was a glorious 
htttst for the tradesmen. 

By the middle of July all was ready, and 
shortly afterwards the troops were marched down tu 
Soulhsea beach, and embarked iu beautiful order. 
Two thirds of that crack regiment of Highlan- 
^ the 71st, commanded by the late Sir Dennis 
?ac!(, fell to our share. 

Under the orders of Rear-admiral Otway, the 
Portsmouth division, consisting of a strong squa- 
dron of line-of-battle ships, temporaiily fitted up 
«s ourselves, and filled with our brethreu in arms, 
e»di in charge of a gun-boat, took its departure 
from Bpithcad. On our arrival in the Downs, 
jrfaeh WOB crowded with gliipping, the division of 
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the fleet under Lord Gardner, proceeded to the 
Dutch coast. We followed the succeeding day. 

It la a rare sight to see such a congregation of 
vessels as were then assembled. As far as the eye 
could reach from the mast-head, the sea appeared 
alive with shipping, from the stately seventy-four, 
the gallant frigates, and the dashing sloops, down 
to the innumerable fry of gun-brigs, cutters, gun- 
boats, and transports, which thickly dotted the 
boiom of the German Ocean. Never waa a more 
gallant array sent forth from the shores of Albion, 
and never perhaps were her sons doomed to be 
more bitterly disappointed than with tlie result 
of this expedition, 

A stiff breeze brought us speedily in sight of 
the enemy's coast ; in the evening we anchored off 
■■'■ Walcheren. The weather precluded all hope of 
landing that evening. At daylight the signal was 
made to weigh and follow the Admiral, who stood 
towards the Roompot ; we steered after him, when 
the North Sea pilots, thunderstnick at the bold 
attempt, gave up charge of the ship, declaring to 
the captain that he would inevitably run her 
[ aground : lie was too intently engaged to liee^ 
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them, farther than to announce his determination 
to take charge of the ship himself, and they might 
go anjfwhere, so that they would get out of his 
^y. The leading ships showed the soundings, 
from eight to nine fathoms ; as thev entered the 
diannel they decreased to six — Eve and a half — 
£"6 — four and a half: the water became perfectly 
soDoth, and wc all reached the snug anchorage of 
the Roompot in safety, (tliree or four excepted.) 
•breast a beach on which scarce a ripple broke. 

Preparations were immediately commenced for 
disembarking the troops ; all the flat-bottomeii 
Md Bhips' boats were hoisted out ; the gun-boats 
"flight alongside for their guns, aijd the launches 
""tied. The troops were soon in the boats, but, 
tliB tide running very strong, it waa found im- 
powticable to push off till it alacl;ened ; they 
tWefore remained alongside and astern of their 
ffispective ships, with their divisional pendants fly- 
iag. It was a gallant sight. The enemy was seen 
siong and behind the dikes, but there appeared 
no disposition on his part to come upon the 
ipWn of sand between the water's edge and the 
■wnhankment. When the rapidity of the tide snly 
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sided, the signal " Prepare to land" was hoistetl, 
and tbe boats, under tlie command and direction of 
Lord Amelius Beauclerk and Captain Cockbuni, 
were asBCmbled in beautiful order according to their 
several divisions ; while the bombs and small craft 
got under weigh, and, takmg their stations b- 
shore to cover the disembarkation, scoured the 
beach. At the appointed signal, led on by Cap- 
tain C — , they all pushed for the beach in line. 
The troops landed, iin»icdiately formed, and 
marched forward to meet the enemy, who offered 
but a slight resistance to them from beliind tlie 
dikes. As soon as our fellows crowned the bank, 
a hot fire of musketry announced the work of con- 
tention. In the mean time, the boats returned for 
a second cargo ;^-on reaching the beach with oui 
gallant freight, a number of French prisoners were 
ready for embarkation. 

The force opposed to the landing was trifling, 
and, finding resistance useless, they retreated to 
Terveer, closely followed by the intrepid Colo- 
nel Pack and his Highlanders, wlio had nearly 
succeeded in entering the gates with the rear of 
the enemy ; but out soldiers suffered severely foot 
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he lieavy fire of grape that assailed tliem on 
heir retreat. During the day all the troops in- 
iHided to be landed were tluown on shore, and 
8wy took up a position towards Middleburg, a 
jpest part of the enemy's forces being in front of 
fcem. The following day all the gun-boats and 
winbs proceeded against Terveer, which was imme- 
diately bMnbarded. No boats could have been 
Iwtter adapted to the service, for wliich tliey were 
Wpfdally built ; each carried a long twenty-four 
Jwndet tbrwMd, Mid a. caJionade of the same 
tsJibre abaft. They swam so low upon the water, 

i presented so small a body to fire at, tliat 
«ittt was great difficulty in striking them. In 
twee days, with the assistance of the bombs, 
Hiey obliged the town to surrender; — our loss 
•mounted to three gun-boats, and several men 
killed and wounded. The itnny having previously 
idvanced and taken possession of Middleburg, 
drove the enemy into Flushing, and commenced 
lie mveatment of that place, . 

It was determined to move up all the small 
eroft and lesser frigates into the Scheldt by the 
wnge of the Sloe, round Terveei and tVve 1E^aK«»- 
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kins. The latter fort having been abandoned, the 
passage was clear, irntO we arrived at its entrance 
into the Scheldt. The difficulty was great in 
paseing through so narrow a channel without 
pOota, and considerably augmented by the rapi- 
dity of the tides. Vessels were aground in every 
direction. Indomitable perseverance on the part 
of Captain C — (who had the conducting of this 
service,) and the commanding officers under him, 
conquered the intricacies and difficulties that pre- 
sented themselves every ten minutes to the view 
and patience of the different commanders. 

After leaving the Ramaklns, all the vessels were 
obliged to pass close to a two-gun battery which 
the enemy had erected on the dike beyond 
the outworks of Flushing. The mischief these 
guns did us was wicked. Two twenty-four poun- 
ders were landed at the Ramakins. During the 
same night our engineers had thrown up a battery 
on the same dike, within four huntired yards of 
the enemy's, and, at daybreak the Frenchmen's 
attention was in some measure diverted from the 
blue-jackets on the water, to their disagreeable 
neighboutB our brother blues in the newl^ 
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Strutted battery. The following night another 
twtety was erected within two hundred yards of 
Me enemy, and the guns were conveyed into it 
l»fore morning. The fire of the artillery-men 
5 beautiful ; Johnny was scarcely allowed an 
opportunity to load his pieces, and our Jellows 
W already given them the trouble of bringing up 
ffesh guns in lieu of those they had dismoun- 
^0. It was amusing to see t!ie Frenchmen bol>- 
ig about whenever they expected to be saluted. 
Tne ghipa were no longer so much annoyed by 
their great guns, but they brought down field 
feces, and placed them in a sheltered position, 
^hich inflicted some severe loss upon us. Lieut, 
oigland carrying orders in Captain C — 's gig 
i a round-shot sent through her, fortunately 
without hurting any one. 

Ae this position commanded the entrance to 
«ie passage round by the Ramakins, and had 
'Wiously mauled us, it was determined to storm 
This duty was confided to oiir late shipmates 
HieTlat, and was gallantly executed by Colonel 
Pack with a detachment of his regiment: the 
« was severe, but might be considered as trivial 
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in comparison with the service effected, 
carried at about three or four in the morning, I 
entered the work at dav-ligbt : friend and foe lay 
mingled together in one confused mass, and the 
worst picture of war was presented to our view ; 
the English bayonet had done its work on the 
bodies of the gallant Frenchmen. One of the 
officers of the 71st, a fine young man, full of hope 
and high in spirits at the prospect of gleaning 
some ears of the harvest of glory that was open- 
ing to his view, lay extended on a bed of clotted 
gore, covered with wounds. He had dashingly 
pushed on in advance, and had speedily met the 
death of a British soldier, showing a brilliant exam- 
ple to the spirited Highlanders who followed him, 
and who amply avenged the fall of their brave 
young officer. 

Previously to all the gun-boats, bombs, sloops of 
war, and some of the smaller frigates with a number 
of transports, entering the Scheldt by the Sloe,— 
Commodore Sir Edward Owen, lying in the Stein 
Diep, observed several small schuyts filled with 
troops attempting to cross over from Cadsand 
to reinforce the garrison at Flushing. He i 
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"iiately directed the Buven eixteen-gun brig. Cap- 
tain Hanchett, to weigli and endeavour to prevent 
them from reaching theii destination. Tlus was 
effectually performed in a style of gallantry seldom 
surpassed, to the great delight and admiration of" 
f of both army and navy, who were 
•pKtators of the action that very soon commenced 
between the Raven and the batteries on Cadsand 
ud the whole sea-front of Flushing. The expeo- 
^ure of the enemy in red-hot shot, grape, and 
lliells, upon the little brig, was sufficient to have 
Aatnyed fifty such vessels. She was handled and 
Smght in a manner that reflected the greatest 
•Kdit and honour on her commander, and every 
bdiridual on board. Latterly she became un- 
Eible from the wind foiling, and havmg her 
ut knocked over the side, her lower masta 
1 all her spars badly wonoded, sails and rig- 
g cut to pieces. The ebb-tide drifted her out 
f gun-shot on a sand-bank, from which she was 
t extricated till the foDowing morning. This 
nUiant affair on the part of the Raven elicited 
nversal applause from both services. The Com- 
idewn-cliief deeming a stronger force requisite, 
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a squadron of frigates was selected to force the 
passage between Cadsand and Flushing. When 
the wind became favourable, the Laviuia, Lord 
W.'Stuart, with nine others stood in ; tliey were 
saluted by a heavy fire from both shores, which 
was as smartly returned. The passage was ac- 
complished with trifling loss. It was a beautiful 
sight as seen from the dike near the Raniakins, 
where Sir Richard Strachan with Captain C^ 
and several officers had stationed themselves to 
behold the result. When the ships had anchored, 
I took the Commander-in-chief ofF in the cap- 
tai]i''s gig to the Lavinia, where he hoisted his 
flag pro lemport. A thirteen-inch shell fell on 
board one of our frigates, L'Aigle, and passing 
tlirough her decks and the scuttle of her bread- 
room, exploded, killing one man, and wounding 
four others, shivering to atoms all the bulk-heads 
in the gun-room : the steward, in the after 
gun-room, miraculously escaped unhurt; had it 
fidlen one foot farther forward, it nmst have pene- , 
tntted the after-magazine, and blown the ship up. 

Two days after this dashing entree (Auguat 
13th,) the difiereut batteries against Flushing were 
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Mnpleted. The flotilla of gun-boats, bombs, &c. 
nder the command of Commodore C — , who 
i again hoisted his broad pendant on board the 
plover, were constantly engaging the sea-front of 
; enemy's defences during the day, and were 
kept under weigh on the weather-tide during the 
aight, between Cadsand and Flushing, to pre- 
Wnt any further supplies or reinforcements being 
thrown into the latter place : upwards of three 
yibusand men had crossed over before we got a 
efficient number of small craft in the river to 
Jrevenl them. 

The gun-boats, which were generally stationed 
Wt of range of grape from the walls, were as 
jllliag to the enemy a* a nest of hornets would 
biTe been about their ears. It appears wonder- 
il, considering the number of hours the boats 
we daily under fire during the siege, that the 
•ra on our side should have been so trifling as it 
ally was. 

The opening out of the batteries was a splen- 
iid sight. The first flight of Congreve's rockets 
wled in the expectation formed of them, the 
distance being too great ; but they soon attained 
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the proper range : tlie terrific roaring of tbeae 
destructive weapons, witli their fiery trains, pto- 
dnced a magnificent effect at night. The fires 
that blazed in different parts of the bele^piered 
town, too plainly showed the efficacy of the differ- 
ent projectiles that were showered upon the de- 
voted city. I remember counting dghteen shells 
at one time in the air. 

Sir Richard Strachan had determined upon 
bringing the stjuadron of line-of-battlc sliips into 
the Scheldt on the opening out of the land bat- 
teries, but was unable to effect it till the following 
flay. The sight of the frigates gallantly forcing 
the passage, which had been deemed impracticable 
by the enemy for line-of-battle ships, was a proud 
and gratifying spectacle ; but the approach of the 
line-of-battle ships, led on by the Commander-in- 
chief, -was most imposing. The fire of the flotilla 
and bombs redoubled, nor were our batteries on 
shore less vigorous as our ships entered the 
channel ; but, tremendous as it was, their roar was 
lost in the stunning broadsides that were opened 
upon the sea-batteries ns the squadron passed on, 
All t^e ships succeeded in the attempt, axce^ 
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le AdminJ'B ship, the St. Domingo, and Rear- 
^dmiial Lord Gardner in the BJake ; they 
roiinded abreast the enemy's principal battery. 
!lie Commodore quickly proceeded to their as- 
Btanee, The uninterrupted stream of fire issuing 
I the vessels' sides, led their anxious friends 
jDtly to fear they were on fire : it was the 
lotteBt and most incessant eannouadc from shijis 
I ever intnessed. In a very brief space of 
, the whole sea-front opposed to them was 
tlenced, one gim excepted, which being mounted 
t barbette enabled the enemy to continue play- 
ig upon them ; but as the tide Bowed, the ships 
pt off, and took up their anchorage. 

I was one of the very few oiBccrs who ob- 
.tuned an entrance into the town the first day of 
fle surrender. The principal battery opposed to 
Xfla flhips might not be inaptly compared to a 
■laughter-house ; I remarked one poor devil in 
1 sentry-box with the upper part of his head shot 
■away — a, ball had gone through the box, evidently 
&ed from the sailors" battery commanded by 
Captain Richardson, but it must have been 
tntned from its destructive course by coming «!> 
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contact with some other object, whicli gave it the 
oblique direction that proved fatal to the sentry. 
The epot appeared completely sheltered from 
our shot. 

I entered into conversation with an old veteran 
French sergeant, who, being proud of a little 
smattering of English, conversed in our native 
tongue. He liad been quartered "at the gun im- 
mediately adjoining the tower which caught fire 
during the contest. On describing the effect of 
our fire, which he considered as impossible to 
stand against, ho apologised fot the battmes 
being silenced by the following emphatic speech 
—"Me fire one gun, — two gun, — G — damn 
Englisli ship fire fifty hondred." 

The upper parts of the houses situated at the 
bock of the batteries exposed to our fire were 
literally knocked to pieces. The devastation pre- 
sented throughout the town was terrible and 
appalling. Numbers of the inhabitants perished 
from taking shelter in the cellars of their houses, 
and several melancholy instances were discovered 
of the annihilation of whole families.; the shells 
L having penetrated into their retreats, and exploding 
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iitied all those in tlie ruins who had escaped the 
ffects of the splinters. 

There is no scene so deeply distressing to a 
ininane and contemplative mind as that which 
leets our view immediately after the bombardment 
f a town. The mischief done to the garrison is 
nfficiently difiastrous ; but when a frightful ma- 
prity of the sufferers are non-combatants, women, 
ihildren, we in vain essay to stifle the harrowing 
mages that haunt our imagination — of streams of 
flood and tears of anguish — of the despair, agonyj 
ind BuSering, that by turns assailed the throbbing 
Uteasts of the slaughtered victims around us — of 
tnothers mourning over the bleeding bodies of their 
^e ones — fathers cursing their destroyers — tcrri- 
i children clinging to dying parents — maddened 
ients refusing to be comforted — the wise and the 
•irtuous,' the wicked and the base, the bcautifiil 
ind the brave, all engulphed in one common mass 
at min, carnage, and desolation — the homes of 
thiltlhood, manhood, age, consuming, — the rushing 
onward of the conquerors,- flushed with victory, 
pantbg for revenge — the cry for mercy — the 
patriot's lament — the infant's wail '. BuV aKaia\. 
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the cannon's roar, the deafening shouts 
and fer atove the shriek of mortal ajjony- 



The liberalcd sodI aaceada 
With rapid flight, spumiDg 
The shackles of destroying it 



of tritdflp^^ 



Oh, England ! feir, beautifid, and 
country ! " land of my sires,'" my devotion, my 
affection ; thy peaceful bosom hath not been lace- 
rated, by these sores ; thy towns have not been 
bombarded, thy dwellings burnt, thy altars de- 
stroyed, thy gamers pillaged, thy lieartlia polluted, 
or thy danghters insulted. Blood hath not strewn- 
ed at thy thresholds ; thy verdant valleys Lave not 
resounded to the din of war, or to the groans of tfl* 
womided and the dying ; thy hills have not re- 
eehoed to the victor's blast, or thy rivers rocked 
a victor's fleet ; thy check hath not blushed int^ 
shame, or thy bosom heaved with indignant sobs, 
at the advance of a licentious soldiery. 

Englishmen ! fair and generous countrywomen, 
all these evils have your fellow-creatures suflerM 
and endured; regret not, then, that your pui*- 
strings have been opened to avert the destrnctioO 
of your household gods. Look around you- 
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— travel, and learn to value the blessings ye enjoy; 
'Biid if ye now in the time of peace, feel an awk- 
^oi pressure, the inevitable consequence of the 
pW, recollect that ye suffered not in the time 
■far; and that if your tuxxiries are now abridg- 
H, and your pockets invaded, ye have escaped 
Hliarmed in person, unscathed in honour — that 
happy, rich, and free. Senators, lords of 
piemUd domains, squires of high and low degree, 

5 that revel in affluence, and ye that dwell in 
discontent, forget not the men who peril- 

l life, liberty, and limb for you — who straggled, 
ij^t, died for you. Begrudge not the pittance 
Wted to the widows of the slain oud the dead, 
Ae necessary expenditure for the support of 
1 survivors ; suffer not the sordid harangues of 
Bhitioua men to subdue the generous dictates of 
iritiah hearts ; let not your active defenders live 
poverty and die in.misery. The storm is past, 
e danger over, but a time may come when 
Breud indignant men, proclaimed as they now 

6 ii burthen to the state, may demur to spill 
itir hearths blood, and bequeath their iamilies 

the equivocal justice of an ungrateful country ! 
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CHAPTER VIII. 



Treaty for the evacnatioD of the worlia of Dushing — Attempt 
llie Enemy's gun-tioaU — Our fiutilla — 'I be Anny mavea to- 
wards Balhi— An invitation— Unpleasant result — Agreeable 
surprise — Appoin'ed lieutenant to the Resolution — Attacked 
by the malignant fever — Nominated to His Majesty's Ship 
F — che — Proceed to llie Downs — Ordered into harbour — An 
altercation and Court- martial — Return home — Appointed 
to the Myrtle— Captain Napier— Arrive at Lisbon — Turned 
over to the BaiBeur— Ward-room mess of that ship — Scenery 
about I.ishon— Condition of the city — Approach of theDule 
of Wellington towards I. ishon — Supersliliou — Blact crosses 
— Frequency of murder in Lisbon — Arrival of the Myrlle— 
Captain Cowan, 



The town of Flushing was surrendered by 
General Monet, after as good a defence as cir- 
cumstaijces permitted. Our Commodore was one 
of the commiBsioners appointed to treat witli the 
French General for the evacuation of the works. 
This desirable event being accomplished, the aliips 
moved up towards Bathz. A detachment of our 
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army had previously crossed over to Beveland, 
id had taken all the river defenct's in the reai'. 
The enemy abandoned the Fort of Batliz, firs^t 
piking the guns, which, however, were quickly 
liendered serviceable again by our artiUerymcn. 
An attempt to retake it was made by the enemy's 
gun-boats before the arrival of the English flo- 
tilla, but they were defeated ; several of their 
Imata were disabled, one was sunk, and the rest 
tnade off as iast as possible within the boom, 
drawn across the river at Lillo.* 

The British flotilla anchored close up towards 
lollo, while the line-of-battle ships were moored 
■ftom the Doel bank round by Bathz. The for- 
were constantly employed in frustrating the 
!«ttempts of the enemy to erect batteries on the 

amuvng Id read same of tbe articles la the aews- 
ppen during tbe late Dutch blockade, lettlag forth the facility 
ofiQiiiiiig a British fleet la Antwerp ; a feat we were unable 
to perfotin with one af the largest fleets that ever left England, 
bKUd by a fine army of forty thousand men. The authors of 
<^ nid articles never look into account the intricacy of the 
^■i^tioii, the formidable sea-fronts of Flushing, Cadsaod, and 
K nuDflious duck -and -drake batteries that line the shores of 
^Ul Beveland, besides the Forts of Bathi, Lillo, and Lief- 



198 RECOLLECTIONS OF 

shore. The marine artillery displayed much a 
racy in dropping their shells ; and the practice of 
the gun-boats in throwing Shrapnel shells was so 
skilfiilly correct, that the French succeeded only 
in forming one battery, which was completed 
and armed in the course of a night : a brisk fire 
was opened upon us, but the men were speedQy 
driven from their guns, and the work destroyed by 
the gun-boats. The advantages afforded us by 
our elevated view from the mast-heads, were 
great ; we commanded a clear survey of the whole 
of the flat country that surrounded us, and were 
enabled by these means to defeat the attempts of 
the enemy at all points. 

The great body of our army had moved up 
towards Bathz : I was sent one nioniing before 
daylight by the Commodore to that place, with 
a party of carpenters and seamen, to construct 
a temporary wharf, for the purpose of embarking 
the troops to pass them over to the opposite 
shore, where the enemy's forces appeared to mus- J 
ter strongly. I was informed that the materialsl 
intended for this purpose would be found in tlie 1 
fort. I arrived at my destination at the first peep ' 
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of dawn, and commenced an active seareli and 
fittncst jnc|nirie8 after the requisite neeessaries to 
M»ble US to commence operations : not a plank 
» piece of timber of any description was fortli- 
doming, The boat, after landing us, had immedi- 
ately returned to the PloTcr, so that I had no 
opportunity of eommunieating the impossibility 
!0f executing my orders. While idling about 
■ffith my people waiting for the first boat to make 
4nowa my situation, Colonel B-d-yl, of the 
'"Httds, a near relation of one of our lieutenants, 
*Dved at Bttthz ; and after exchanging the ordinary 
Whitotions, very kindly and hospitably requested 
"» to accompany him to his quarters, an excellent 
BOnliouse in the neighbourhood, to breatfast. I 
ided being on duty. " But there is no duty to 
" said he ; " come along, it is dose by : 
"Widee, is it not Tvise to be prepared for work 
"oen it does come ?" 
I foolishly suffered myself to be beguiled by 
* tempting offer, and accompanied the soldier, 
f close by," (which to a mounted man might 
IT 80,) proved to be three miles. The break- 
t was excellent, and the conversaticm so agrees- 
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ble that the time slipped away im perceptibly, 1 
was startled at finding two hours had elapsed since 
my departure from my party. I scampered back 
as fast as my legs would carry me, but, alas ! I had 
the mortification to find that the Commodore had 
already been there, the whole of the working 
party taken off, — his compliments left for me, 
and, when I was tired of my inland cruise, I 
might repair on board again. There I sauntered 
ail day witli the most humiliating feelings, con- 
scious that I had deeply and deservedly offended 
my commanding oflScer by the acceptance of ao 
invitation frankly and hospitably tendered, bat 
which I ought to have at once positively de^ 
(lined. 

Sunset came before I conld obtain a passage on 
board the Plover. The Commodore was at din- 
ner ; I waited in anxious trepidation the conclu- 
Bion of the repast. The captain came on deck, 
I reported myself. " I am sorry for you, S — , but 
Jie Commodore is extremely angry, has desired 
jne to say that he has no further occasiwi f<« 
your services, and has ordered me to send you 
back to the Belleisle by the first opportnM 



I WHfed in silence, and retired. Immediately 

•ftnwards, my friend W — p — I, our first lieute- 

^oit, accosted me : " What a d — d fool you are, 

Master Jemmy, — always getting yourself into 

' wrape about the shore ! You arc to be sent 

liHttli to the ship." 1 explained to him the parti- 

Btiiais. " It will be of no 3^*30, 1 fear ; he appears 

I determined to punish you by sending you to the 



My reflections were bitter and overpowering, 
Wd 1 resolved to request that I might be dis- 
charged from the service, although I had that 
I % completed my six years' probation. While 
I t^ was passing iu my mind, Captain B— n 
I ascended the deck, havmg reported my 
iRtum to the Conuuodore. ^'Mr. S. the Coiii- 
f BttHltae wishes to see you in the cabin," was tlic 
twthng announcement ; I descended with the full 
L Onriction that my fate was se^ed, and had worked 
mj"} rautage up to the sticking-place, to put forth 
PtH^DCst to leave the service, as soon as I should 

e tJie order for my dismissal to the rear. 

' On opening the cabin-door, I scarcely knew 

f ^ietW the power of /tearing was iwl saiisaA-j 
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inverted by some of those malicious sprites t 
delight in sporting with the miseries of mortals, 
when I heard myaelf addressed without the cere- 
monious Mr. tacked to my name, a custom by 
wliieh I could aJwaJs distinguish how I stood in 
the Commodore's opinion at the moment of address. 
When my surname was simply made use of, all was 
right ; but the handle of Mr. ever sounded omi- 
nous, and jarred on my auditory nerves. It may 
be supposed that this unexpected salutation threw 
me most agreeably aback ; but the fear that it was 
only the prelude to a less harsh but more cutting 
reprimand kept me in suspense for some seconds. 
The gloomy atmosphere which enveloped my pro- 
spects as I entered the cabin cleared away, and a 
sunshine so flattering to my hopes and dazzling to 
my ambition burst upon me, that I could scarcely 
credit the sudden revulsion of feeling that assailed 
me, No rebuke, — not an allusion to my unlucky 
breakfast cruise was breathed, but addressing me 
in that gratifying style of conmiunication he always 
^assumed when delivering his orders upon service 
■Tigainst the enemy, he continued, '■ S — , the 
Ft^onuminder-in-chieVkaa AefiitcA me to fix upon 
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/jUi officer in whom I can place confidence to en- 
trust with a particular service tliis night, and he 
>Eiu authorized me to state to the officer selected, 
^at, should he succeed in the performance of the 
^escribed duty, he shall receive his commission 
I have named you ; — be prepared at 
lune o'clock, wlien I will give you the necessary 
orders." 

Whether I stood upon my head or my heels 
■was at that moment a matter of doubt to me ; 
laiy ideas were so confused, and suffered such a 
complete bewildennent, that my utterance was 
fihoked, and I was obliged to pause ere my feel- 
s would permit me to express my thanks, for 
■Hie confidence bestowed upon me. To be sud- 
"denly recalled, ua it appeared to me, from banish- 
<]Hent, and placed in a fair way to obtain honour- 
able promotion, was the summum bonum of hap- 
1, beyond all that I could have imagined or 
i to. Need I declare the lasting impression 
B,«Tents of that day made upon me ? I de- 
i into the gun-room, where the officers had 
i incited me to mess during the time 
e Commodore's broad pendant was 6vm^. 
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At the appointed hour I received my orders, asid 
left the ship. I fortunately succeeded in execu- 
ting my instructions, and the next day I was in 
possession of a letter from Sir Richard Keats, 
enclosing another from the Commander-in-chief 
with an acting commission, appointing me to the 
Resolution, seventy-four, in the vacancy of Xien- 
tenant R — ,* who had been kUled. So true it is, 
the shot that lays one low elevates another ! 

Through the friendly representations of the 
Commodore T was placed in conmiand of one of the 
gun-boats under his orders, instead of joining the 
Resolution, then lying in the Roompot. The un- 
fortunate circumstances which produced a cessation 
of further hostilities caused us to retrograde down 
the Scheldt. Off Flushing I was attacked with- 
the malignant fever which carried off so many" 
tliousands of our countrymen, and I removed on- 
board the Commodore ; and shortly after the Belle-? 
isle was ordered home. The boat I had com- 
manded having been lost a few days snbsequen^fc | 
to ray quitting her, Commodore C. took tnc' '! 
home with him to England. j 

Weeks elapsed before- 1 was enabled to appear j 
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': the bar of tte big-wigs at Somerset House, 
iwembled monthly to examine into the quali- 
cations of young naval aspirants. The middy's 
aittona replaced the acting lieutenant's on my coat 
5)r this occasion. I was so absorbed with my own 
pressmg aSairs that I little heeded the many 
wxious faces aronnd me ; but I well remember 
IE poor fellow, who, (with all the confidence that 
« knowledge of John Hamilton Moore by rote 
could well inspire,) ascended the stairs with the 
■tread of conscious superiority, and again made 
lis appearance in the hall with melancholy step 
i.'ind slow : the young heroes crowded around their 
■lu^eBS brother, overpowering him with questions 
« to the result and mode of his categorical ordeal ; 
le hurst into tears, rushed from the hall, and 
made a bolt through the quadrangle as if pursued 
^J a legion of devils. I was one of the fortunate 
^ho came off with flying colours ; but whether 
poceeding from excitation of mind, acting upoa 
I" scarcely convalescent frame, or from some less 
Ote cause, I liad a dangerous attack during the 
L, which ended in a pleuritic fever. This un- 
mate illness delayed for some time my receipt 
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and the deposit of my passing certificate i 
Admiralty ; but when that preliminary step was 
adopted, and a representation made in my favour 
by Captain C — , I was confirmed in my rank, and 
ordered to join the Resolution. But I then lay in 
a deplorable state, and a certificate from Astley 
Cooper brought my discharge, and an order to 
report myself when ready for seryice again. For 
three months my life was not worth a day's pur- 
chase ; a relapse had rendered matters worse, and 
I began to fear I should never more sport a lieu- 
tenant's unifonn ; tlie nsiseries of the Walchcren 
fever were submerged in the more violent ma- 
lady that consumed my strength and energies. 

As soon as I considered myself sufficiently 
strong, I put Astley Cooper's mandate aside, and 
reported myself to their Lordaliips as fit for sea, 
By return of post I found myscif nominated to 
Ilia Majesty's ship F — che, " willing and requiring 
me forthwith to repair on board, and to take 
upon me the charge and command of lieutenant 
accordingly." 

I proceeded to the Downs, hut she had sailed 
io Sheemcss, wUere 1 joiaed hei, and to my asto- 
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nisliineiit found I was first lieutenant. TLe vessel 
requinng to be docked, we were ordered into 
the iiarboTir, A short time elapsed when the 
acting lieutenant was superseded by one senior to 
myself, and I was speedily shorn of my responsi- 
bility. Unfortunately, the Commander and the 
iiewly appointed officer did not suit each other ; 
the harmony tliat subsisted between the gun- 
foom and the captain was consequently interrupt- 
ed, and produced a state of things incompatible 
"itli the good discipline of the ship. There were, 
undoubtedly, faults on both sides, but the course 
idopted by the gun-room was highly reprehensible, 
»Dd in no way to be excused by tlie cause of 
offence. 

The dock-yard at Shcemess was so occupied 
with the refitment of numerous vessels, that we 
were despatched to Northfleet to be docked in a 
merchant's yard. In consequence of no hulk 
being provided for the ship's company, they were 

lined on board. The Commander, on quJt- 
the dock-yard in the afternoon, left orders 
the first lieutenant, that he was to send all 

them on board the Rodney, seveTity-foMi, \y.a^ 




t 



ill the river, wbieh had just come down from 
Woolwich. Accordingly, I was despatched with 
a party of them ; but the commanding officer of 
the Rodney, having Lad no orders on the subject, 
reftised to receive them, and I had to return with 
the men. Messages passed between the two first 
lieutenants, but, the senior officer adhering to his 
first refusal, the ship's company remained on board, 
At seven bells in the first watch, tlie captain 
returned on board. Mr. T — t had remained up 
to that late hour for the purpose of explaining the 
reason of his not having been enabled to comply 
with the orders he had received. " But why did 
not you send on board again, Mr. T. ?" — " I did, 
sir, but the refusal was repeated." — " But why did 
you not send again ?"' reiterated the Captain. — 
" How, sir, after I had been twice answered !" — 
" Yes, sir, you ought to have repeated my 
orders." — The patience of the lieutenant was 
exhausted by these querulous questions, and he 
answered (improperly) — " Good G — ! sir, vrould 
you have had me act like a d — d fool ?" — " Have 
HI act like a d — d fool ?" repeated the aa- 
lundcd skipper in amaie — " Sentrj-," addressing 
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tiie marine, " take notice of what this officer says 
—Did you hear what has just passed ?''' — " Yes, 
It." Mr. T. was immediately placed under an 
airest, and I again carried on the duty. All my 
«ideavours to prevent a court martial were inef- 
fectual ; a too high demand on one side, and an 
tanfiiacbing determination to abide the decision of 
the court on the other, marred all my attempts at 
leconeiliation. My great object now was to quit 
the ship, and, having obtained permission tu write 
to be superseded, my request was assented to by 
Tetuin of post, and three raonths allowed me to 
lemain on shore to recover my health, which 
continued terribly shaken. 

I was most sadly perplexed and annoyed, on 
Mmmimicating the intelligence to the Captain, 
to find that my expectations of release were post- 
poned sine die, by his declaring he was deter- 
mined to detain me as a witness against my mess- 
3Bate. On our return to Sheemess, the court mar- 
tial was held on board tlie old Mugnanime. 

Of all the disagreeable events that occur in his 
Majeaty''B service, certainly courts martial stand 
pre-eminent on tLe Jist of vexations. A. cti\i:(l'\ft'M- 
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tial should at all times be an ungrateful tast to 
prosecutors, even when based upon public duty ; 
but when other and private feelings, inimical to 
the true interestB of the service, prompt men to 
search out and provoke a breach of discipline in 
order to further their unworthy intentions, the 
offender may be pronounced as more sinned 
against than sinning, and the prosecutor must lose 
in the estimatiQU of every weii-wtsher to the mili- 
tary professions. 

My evidence having been given, the sentry, who 
was supposed to liave heard the conversation be- 
tween the two officers, was called before the court. 
After taking the usual oath, the witness was de- 
sired to state all that he knew ; the man fidgeted, 
liemmed and hawed, without uttering a sentence. 

Prosecutor. — " You were on duty as sentry the 
first watch when I returned on board the day we 
were docked ?" — " Yes, sir."" 

Pros. — " You heard what passed between Lieu- 
tenant T. and myself that evening .^^ — "Yes, 



^^^^^k sir. 



You remember perfectly all that occurred ?' 
■" Oh yes, sir," 
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" Tlien relate to llie court all you know," — 
YeB, sir." — A long pause. 
"Well, begin." — "I remember you called 
lieutenant T. a d — d fool, sir." — All the members 
looked up in aBtonislimcnt. 

Pros. — " Do you mean to aweai tliat ?■" — 
" Yes, sir." 

Pros. — " Do you know you have taken a soleniu 
oath to speak the tnith, and nothing but the 
Ifruth ?"— " Oh yes, sir, I know I have ; I should 
he sorry to forswear myself. I remember per- 
fectly wel!, B3 if it only happened this moment, 
■you called Lieutenant T. a A — d fool." 

The poor marine was questioned and ccosa-ques- 
'tioned in every possible way; nothing eould be 
drnm from him to shake his testimony ; and the 
evidence for the prosecution closed. The verdict 
of acquittal was pronounced, accompanied by a 
caution to be more careful for the future. 

The fact was, the witness had not heard the 
lieatenant's speech addressed to the captain, and 
only caught the repetition of it by the latter, as 
they were in the act of turning round ; and it was 
unpressed on his mind that the skipper alone had 
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made use of the obnoxious observation. -Be it as 
it may, the decided manner in which he delivered 
his evidence went far to do away with the heavy 
charge brought against the lieutenant ; and lie 
escaped, as 1 have mentioned. 

I joyfully bade adieu to La F — che, For every 
thing on board was so totally at variance with all 
I had been accustomed to, that I believe I should 
have rather returned to the middy's berth with 
my former captain, than have remained where I 
was as a lieutenant. Dame Fortune certainly in- 
terposed her good offices in my favour on this oc- 
casion. Scarcely had a week passed before Lb 
P — che was totally wrecked on the coast of Hol- 
land. This was the second time I had narrowly 
escaped experiencing the miseries of shipwreck 
upon an enemy's coast. 

I returned home, and thence proceeded to 
Brighton for the re-establishment of my health. 
Before the expiration of the stipulated three 
months, my anxiety to get afloat again led me to 
report myself ready for sea. 

I was appointed to the Myrtle, a frigate sloop, 
then at Lisbon, and was at the same time ordered 
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|to Portsmoutli for a passage on board the Gos- 
iwk, Captain Lilbiim. 

I found Captain Charles Napier as a fcllow- 
-, who was an inmate of Barbadoes Hos- 
Htal during the time I lay ill there with the 
fevCT, and who there visited me hourly, to observe 
■Qie rapid decay of tbe human frame under the 
Influence of that consuming disease. He was 
^ing out as an amateur, to witness the ex- 
iploits of our army. When wc arrived off Oporto 
i*e heard that Lord Wellington had commenced 
A retrograde movement before the overwhelming 
:force of Massena. Captain Napier left us at that 
■place, and succeeded in joining the British forces 
in time to be present at the battle of Busaco, 
ud to get hit. This enterprising officer has been 
■Tounded many times.* 

On my arrival at Lisbon, 1 was turned over to 
-the Barfleur, to await the return of the Myrtle. 
I »»s here introduced to a knot of most excellent 
•fellows, for many of whom I still feel the liveliest 
interest and regard. The ward-room mess of the 
Barfleur was arranged with scrupulous nicety and 

• The present admiral of the Portuguese fitet. 
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punctuality. It might have served as a model for 
the imitation of the navy at large. The meas had 
a numerous military acquaintance, and, two daya 
in the week being set apart for public occadons, 
each member was allowed to invite his friends, on 
paying a moderate sum into the common fiiad 
towards the extra expenses incurred. These re- 
unions of red and blue coats were delightful, and 
certainly formed the most agreeable mess parties 
on ship-board I have ever met with. The beat 
liand in the navy, composed entirely of GermsiUI, 
(formerly the Dutch Admiral de Winter's,) to- 
creased our pleasure by their performances ; the 
hilarity of the company was uninterrupted ; uo ex- 
cess was ever committed, and liosts and guests 
always separated from each other with regret. 

As a supernumerary lieutenant I was a most in- 
dependent person, and merrily did I profit by my 
state of freedom, I was introducetl by my mess- 
mates to several Portuguese families, with whom 
I kept up an acquaintance during the time I re- 
mained upon the station, particularly that of the 
M-ch— re-as. 

No sea-approncb can \ie finer than that v 
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conducts you to Lisbon. Passing between the 
Gatchops, two dangerous sands, you enter the 
lOQtli of the beaatifiil estuary, defended on one 
tdde by the eaatle of St, Julian, and on the other 
the Bugio, a small fort built on the sands, 
•hich in bad weather appears to be almost smo- 
by the heavy sea that breaks at its base, 
ic spray flying over it in foaming sheets of 



The sail from the Bugio to the Torre de Belem, 
*ith the appearance of the city standing upon a 
iion of hiils running along the bauks of tlie 
sver, is beautiful ; the climate is soft and salu- 
btious ; and the stranger ia plunged into a chaos of 
delicious sensations as he views the rich and varie- 
ited picture spread before him. But here the 
pleasiilg panorama ends. The town abounds in 
B-^ved streets and steep ascents; heaps of filth 
nd abomination, disgusting to the eye and offen- 
i*e to the smell, occupy both sides and every 
Kner; the houses, originally while, are so be- 
pittered and bedaubed, that the mind sickens at 
^ right of what in the distance wears so alluring 
Dd captivating an aspect. The shops are ec^imli.-^ 
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ill-arranged and filtty ; those in the best quarterj 
Gold, Silver, and Cloth Streets, may perhaps be 
pronounced a degree better than their neighbours, 
In fact, those streets, leading into the square of the 
Inquisition, were the only places we could walk in 
with any hope of comfort or security from the de* 
testable Portuguese habit of throwing every speciei 
of filth out of their windows- 
It is a matter of considerable surprise that the 
total absence of cleanliness in Lisbon does not en- 
^gender a succession of dreadful maladies. It is Ji 
fortunate circumstance for the inhabitants that the 
site of the city was laid upon hills, or they would 
certainly be buried in tlieir own filth. The heiTJ 
rains wash the accumulation of dirt to the base a: 
the hills, where it becomes a formidable barries 
until the impetuous rushing of the waters in t 
heavy storm of rain breaks through the dam « 
corruption, and carries the whole into the river. 

At the time of my arrival, the Tagus was fille* 
with raen-of-wai and transports ; great numbers oi 
the latter were moored in the large bay above the 
dock-yard. On the approach of Lord Wellington 
towards Lisbon, the Irans^orts in the latter posi- 
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tion were ordered dott'n to Bclem. Tliis movement 
[treated considerable alarm to a great majority of 
(the Portuguese, wlio regarded it as a prelude to 
Uie evacuation of the city. The news of the 
battle of Busaeo did not elevate their hopes, as 
■it was known the anny still continued its retreat. 
The account of this brilliant affair invigorated the 
Bpirits of every Englishman, and the successful 
atand at the Hues was predicted with all the conii- 
dence which the genins and abilities of the British 
cMef warranted. People were, however, on the 
qui viae as the army approached neaier to Lis- 
bon. Everything that might prove in any way 
useful to the invaders was swept away before tlie 
retreating force. 

The crowds of peasantry that made tlieir way 
to the capital from the country, flying from their 
(bes, accumulated as the eneicy closed in upon 
the environs oi' the city ; the distress of many was 
I^tiable ; they had left all behind them, and were 
iStaially without any support but the casual bene- 
volence of a few, who had so many calls upon 
lleir humanity that their means were speedily 
tthauBted. Many of great respectability were 
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reduced to tlie extremity of begging of our 
tniuen ; it was melancholy to witness wcll-dreeaecl. 
Portuguese watching the opportunity of whis— 
pering their tales of distress, and petitions for aid, 
in the ears of the English, hoping to escape the 
observation of the passers by, and their own 
country people. The man who could resist the 
appeal of interesting females, the witliering look 
of agony and humiliation which marked their 
countenances, as they implored relief for some 
cherished object perishing with hunger and misery, 
must have been made of sterner stuff than tisually 
fonns the component parts of our nature. 

The calainities of the inhabitants of a country 
exposed to ^ivar are severe ; friends and foes must 
alike be provided for, and all the means in their 
possession are relentlessly demanded, and earned 
oiF; any liesitation or refusal only subjects them 
to rougher treatment and esaetions. 

Lisbon was full to overflowing with the un- 
fortunate refugees; there was not house-room for 
the poor wititehea, and many had to fight witli the 
mongrel curs that swarmed the streets for their 
lairs on the quays, and wherever 
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shelter could be obtained ; the sight was truly 



The nnmeTOQS ftigLtfiil objects exposed at 
certain intervals on the highways, to excite the 
commiseration of the passengers, are too horrible to 
deBCiibe. It might be supposed that Lisbon was 
a receptacle for the most revolting afflictions to 
which " flesh is lieir," It required no long resi- 
dence to enable nie to perceive what class in this 
unhappy country lived upon the fat of the land ; 
tiie nimieroiiB good-looking, sleek, broad-shoulder- 
ed adherents of Mother Church, to be met with in 
ev&y part of the town, would alone proclaim the 
het, that the bosom of the Catholic faith had the 
wU and the pdwer of cherishing her faithful 
Borants. The gorgeous trappings and costly 
Qmaments in the interior of the churches evinced 
tiieir industry and success in impressing upon the 
tninda of their flocks the necessity of contributing 
r<«4Jargely contributing to the splendour of their 
ion. The French, by the by, took no 
trifling bberties with the goods and chattels be- 
longing to the godly fathers. They attempted to 
l^ooye the superb mosaics from Ht. Roque's, 
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but desisted from their object on finding the safe 
removal of tt^m impracticable ; the injury woidi 
have been so serious as to render them valueless. 

Politic as Napoleon's conduct generally was 
towards the countries that fell under his sway, it is 
extraordinary that he took no measures to propiti- 
ate the priesthood of countries so bigoted as those 
of Spain and Portugal : whatever opposition his 
troops met with from the peasantry, may be 
traced to the steady enmity of the holy orders 
towards a change of dynasty promising a different 
state of things, at once inimical to their temporal 
interests and spiritual power. The priesthood 
tooh especial care to inculcate the spirit of enmity 
into the minds of their followers, the seed sown 
prospered and blossomed, and they are now reap- 
ing a rich harvest of tyranny and bigotry. 

On visiting the Cathedral with some friends, 
the mark of a cross deeply indented (as if done by 
a finger) in the stone at the foot of a staircsse- 
attracted my attention ; it was explained by our 
cicerone. We were gravely assured it was per- 
formed by St. Anthony with his forefinger, when 
his jSatanic Majesty atlended u^n his t 
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tmptmg him to err : the holy syml)ol of oiir 
religion arrested the progress of the arch deceiver 
w.i prince of darkness, and St. Anthony escaped 
fiirther persecution by ascending the stairs. The 
nnile of incredulity which played upon the feces 
of our party was not unobserved by the good man 
»fio expounded the miracle, and we sank accord- 
ingiy in his estimation. 

The next objects that invited oiir curiosity were 
two ravens ; these wonderful and longevous birds 
W two hundred and fifty years before miraculous- 
ly conducted a vessel into the harbour of Lisbon, 
'■without a living thing on board but themselves. 
'When we ventured to express a doutt of their 
hdng the identical birds that had proved them- 
'selves such skilful pilots, our pious and credulous 
conductor lost all patience with tlie unbelieving 
heretics, and, without waiting for the fee usiuilly 
tendered by our countrymen on such occasions, 
ahmptly quitted us ; we therefore pursued our in- 
restigationa without the aid of his legendary lore. 
In winding our course through the galleries 
under the body of the church appropriated to the 
d«d, 1 observed the figure of a AM, AiesaeiTO. 
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the most gaudy but ricli attire, lying upon a bier : 
the light was dim, and I supposed it to be a wax 
figure placed there as a memento mori by the holy 
fathers for the admiiation of visitoia, I was dwell- 
ing upon the beauty of the work, and its faithful 
resemblance to a dead child, when one of my 
compuiions, who had been long stationed at 
Lisbon, assured me it was no counterfeit, but bona 
fide a corpse. I was incredulous until I placed 
my hand upon the face : the chilling contact 
convinced me of the fact. 

I found that, when the parents or friends of the 
deceased were so poor as to be unable to pay the 
burial expenses, it was the custom for the parents 
to take the body to the monks, who dressed and 
exposed it to public view, until the pious donations 
of the visitors to the churct should amount to the 
requisite sum to induce the reverend fathers of 
the estabHshment to pay the last sad rites to their 
fellow mortal. 

The numerous black crosses to be seen placed 
against the houses natiu-alty drew forth an inquiry 
as to tlieir origin and^ meaning. The stranger is 
astonished to fin'd that each declares a murder to 
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have been committed in tlic liouse or near the spot. 
I should hope that some of them were of many 
years' standing, or the deeds of blood that occur in 
that capital must be of fearful amoimt. 

During my first visit to Lisbon a murderer was 
eiecuted, his head cut off, and stuck on a pole by 
the arsenal wall, opposite to tlie bouse where the 
crime was committed, and in one of the most 
public and frequented streets of the town. The 
'Spectacle was as disgusting and horrid as the ima- 
gination can well conceive : there was no assembly 
of the people ; it appeared an afiair not worthy of 
notice. On passing the spot near midnight, the 
•nty individuals I perceived in the street were 
home of my countrjTuen collected around the polet 
hey were all of the medical department ; their 
eal for the practical part of their profession had 
ietennined them to walk off with the exposed 
iead of the murderer. I presume they effected 
^eii object, for the police were not a little aur- 
ilised the following morning to find the pole di- 
vested of its head ornament. 

The arrival of the Myrtle ended my shore ex- 
.CUTMons. 1 joined mv new sbip, and ?o\\w\ to-j- 
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self first lieutenant. Itliatl betn announced to me 
that 1 was to fill that post on my arrival on board 
the Barfleur, but it was an arrangement I had not 
expected on quitting England, and it therefbie 
proved to mc doubly welcome. These frigate- 
built vessela were rated at eighteen guns, but 
mounted twenty-six. 

This class of vessels has verj wisely beeu done 
away with ; few of them were capable of pei^ 
forming any other service than that of keeping 
company with convoys. On the score of ccmifort 
and accommodation to the officers and ship's com- 
pany they iar exceeded the brigs ; but, in my 
opinion, there must have been a great deficiency 
of nautical taste on the part of the man who could 
have preferred the first to the latter enviable de- 
scription of vessels. The eighteen gun-brigs could 
both fight and run ; — the ship sloops were scarcely 
able to perform the most essential part of theii 
duty in blowing hard weather ; as for running, they 
were about as capable of such a feat as the old 
cow. The jackass frigates of the present day (as 
they are generally denominated) are certainly first 
' cousins on both sides to \.\ic \ale 6\\\^ sloo^(^^_ 
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My commander, Captain Cowan, had been first 
lieutenant of the Barfleur, and was now acting in 
the absence of Captain I — s. He was an old 
officer, had been constantly at sea, and had long 
filled the responsible situation of first lieutenant 
in aline-of-battle ship, equally to the credit of him- 
self, and to the comfort of all placed under him. 
Captain Hall, in his *' Fragments," has so justly 
and faithfully portrayed the character of this ex- 
cellent officer, that any attempt of mine to do 
justice to his merits would be superfluous. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Trip to Cadiz — The French open a fire on us — ^Touch at Gib- 
raltar—Proceed to Algiers — Our Jewish friend — A Dispute 
— Bathing — Fidelity and sagacity of a Newfoundland Dog—- 
Return to Lisbon — A bereaved Family — Trial for High 
Treason — Terrible Execution. 

Our first trip was to Cadiz, for dollars. Capt. 
Cowan astonished me not a little by observing 
that he had never witnessed a shot fired in anger 
during the whole of his active career. I foiget the 
number of years it embraced, but the singular part 
of the business was, that-he had been constantly in 
sea-going ships, ever in search of enemies, and 
had never encountered any capable of resistance. 
Yet how far more deserving of promotion was 
this officer than the many who, with not a thiri 
part of his knowledge and a\i\\\Uea^ had by mere 
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good luck been so placed and circumstanccil as tu 
enable tliem to push their claims with success. 
The service is a lottery in this respect : it was the 
fete of Captain Cowan to experience all the real 
and hardships of the profession witlioul rc- 
ceiring an adeijuate reward. 

Cadig fonned a pleasing and striking contrast 
to Lisbon iu the cleanliness and neatness of its 
streets. My observations were tiniitcd to an 
.Lout's excursion on shore ; but this hurried coup- 
•^eeil Created an anxious desire to sec more of it, 
which was at a later period amply gratified. Soult 
was then laying siege to Cadiz, but, except the 
occasional interchange of shot and sliell between 
the gun-boats and bomb-vessels and the French 
batteries, I saw little that reminded me of a 
jbcfiieged town. The mortars by which he was , 
raabied to throw the shells to so much greater 
a ^stance than we had been accustomed to imagine 
p«sible,-were not then in battery. 

Having uken our freight on board, we weighed 
"ith a beating wind. Standing too close to Fort 
C»tftUna, and the wind suddenly failing us, the 
J'Wtlinieii opened out upon US. Heit, \\\«», 
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was the first time tliat Captain Cowan ever t 
under the fire of the enemy. 

Cooped up within the lines of Torres Vedraa, 
and shut out from receiving any supplies from the 
interior, the army had to receive, as well as Lisbon 
itself, all supplies from without. ^ The Alentejo 
and the Algarves certainly were open, but the pro- 
ducts bore no proportion to the immense con- 
sumption. The Anierieuns supplied the principal 
part of the com and flour, but on the first com- 
mencement of Massena's blockade it did not equal 
the demands : Captain Cowan was therefore des- 
patched with a convoy of transports to the Bar- 
bary coast, for the purpose of procuring a sufficient 
quantity of com. 

We toucLed at Gibraltar : it wan the first time 
I had entered the Straits, and I could not but be , 
forcibly stmck by the novelty of the scene before 
me. The frowning and impregnable rock itself haft 
been so ofrea and so accurately described, t 
would be an intrusion to introduce it here. 

We took our departure from the Pillars t£ 

Hercules with the convoy, and proceeded to Al- 

the first port al w\nc\v -we \\\tended to <M^ 
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Jnence marketing. A visit to that stronghold 
was tben considered a great novelty, but it has 
■lost much of ita biterest now from being occupied 
hj Europeans. Its situation upon the side uf a 
hill, the houses rising one above the other, and 
their dead walb, {for not a window is to be seen,) 
give it a singular and sombre appearance. The 
houses are quadrangular, with a court in the mid- 
dle, into which the apartments look. The streets, 
if alleys can be so styled, are extremely narrow. 
The tops of the houses incline towards each other, 
wd nearly meet, so that the inhabitants can with 
fedJity step from one roof to another : they are 
lat, and form a promenade for their females. We 
met a few women in the streets, but they ap- 
peared to be of the lowest chiss ; had their stature 
fionesponded with their one-eyed appearance, one 
Bli^t have taken them for the Cyclops of old. 

*We were treated with much civility, indeed I 
"lay add marked attention, by the admiral and 
Some of the higher officers. Not obtaining a suf- 
fident store of supplies, we departed for Bona 
*ith the unloaded part of our convoy ; and by the 
Mristance of a rieh Algcrine Jew, v.-'nom. -we \.o>jV 
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on board at Algiers, we succeeded in our { 
On OUT return we liove-to in Algiers bay to land 
our Jewish friend. It was late in the afternoon : 
the boat had scarcely got within the mole-head, 
wlien the weather became so boisterous that the 
Bhip was obliged to stand out to sea. The officer, 
anxious to get on board, pushed out. Darkness 
came on, and she lay espoBcd to the inclemency 
of the weather ail night. At daylight she bore 
up for the harbour, where, on landing, the Alge- 
rine Admiral met them. He immediately gave 
orders for the accommodation and refreshment of 
the crew ; had the pinnace hauled up by his own 
people ; issued the strictest orders that care should 
be taken of every thing, and, taking the officer to 
his own habitation, bestowed every friendly at- 
tention upon him. The lieutenant was highly 
gratified; he set him down as a right hearty 
good fellow ; but the flowing current of his good 
opinion was suddenly arrested by the fierce look, 
curling mustachios, and deadly threat held out 
by the potent bashaw to an unfortunate Portu- 
guese slave, who, in handing some coffee to the 
gtieat, accidentally spilt it over him. The poor 
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wretch trembled like an aepen leaf at liis maa- 
ter^a anger. 

The next day the weather moderating, the ship 
stood in and picked up the pinnace, A Portu- 
gese sloop of war, placed under our orders, was 
despatched with the loaded vessels, to convoy • 
them to Gibraltar, where we were to rejoin them. 
From Algiers we proceeded to Oran, and anchor^ 
ed under the walla of Marselquiver Castle, tlie 
fortifications of which appeared in a very dilapi- 
dated state. We were saluted on our arrival, and 
.the compliment was duly returned. 

We were at dinner in the captain's cabin, 
wiien an Algerine officer from the castle came 
on board, to demand a certain number of bar- 
tele of gunpowder, as an indemnification for the 
salute given us, whicli indemnification would liave 
sinotiiited to a.bout twenty times the amount ex- 
p^ded by the attentive commandant. The en- 
'50y wae ushered into the cabin, and communi- 
Ed to the captain himself the purport of his 
■yiait: he was politely infonned that it was not 
Itsua] with British men-of-war to submit to such 
dewandB, consequently hia could not be cwft- 



232 BEC0I.LECTI0N9 OF 

plied with. When the answer was made Vni 
to the Turk through his Interpreter, his counte- 
nance expressed astonishment and anger at the 
audacity of the Christian dogs ; he gave vent to 
his indignation in a rhapsody of unintelligible 
• jargon ; and intimated his determination not to 
quit the ship till the demand was complied with. 
While we sipped our wine, the indignant Moslem 
seated himself upon one of the guns, but, observ- 
ing that his threats and anger were alike unheeded, 
Le abruptly left us, saying, if tie powder was not 
immediately sent on shore, he would sink us, 
" Just as you please," answered the captain ; " bnt, 
remember, two can play at that game." The 
guns in the dilapidated castle remained silent ; 
but the next day, when we were embarking our 
stock at Oran, an order suddenly arrived from the 
Bey that nothing was to be taken off. The En- 
glish vice-consul immediately interfered, but the 
mighty man could not be appeased, and we 
received a hint that the sooner we got off to our 
ship the better. The dispute terminated by our 
being obliged to embark the consul and his family, 
and Jeave a port where we had experienced- 
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reception so totally iliifcrt'ct liom that at Algiers. 
The arms of Spaia are still seen over the different 
gateways, and the place appears to have been 
formerly one of great strength, but I imagine the 
adjoining hills completely command it. 

We found the Portuguese sloop with our 
convoy awaiting us at Gibraltar, whence we 
took our departure at the first spirt of easterly 
wind for the Tagus ; on our arrival at the latter 
place, Captain Cowan was superseded by Captain 
S— yd. 

Whenever the weather would permit, the ship^s 
company were allowed to bathe alongside, in a sail 
suspended from the fore and main yard-arms. 
We liad on board a valuable Newfoundland dog 
of great size i Boatswain was not only the pet and 
delight of tlie middies' berth, but equally en- 
joyed the goodwill of the whole crew ; the animal 
richly merited tlie affection and attentions shower- 
ed upon him. His station, while the men were 
sportbg in the water, was always on the gangway, 
eouchant, with his fore paws over the gunnel, and 
his bead so far advanced that he could obtain a 
dear view of all that was passing utidei Irat^, 
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Did the cry for assistance reach his ear, ] 
swain would instantly distinguish it from amidst 
the hubbub of the miiltitude, prick up his eare, 
jump overboard, and swim to the person who 
appeared to require his asststance. Though fond 
of the water, he could never be prevailed upon to 
■join his shipmates in this luxury ; it woidd seem 
as if he constituted himself guardian of the 
bathers, watching their movements with the fide- 
lity and anxiety of an old servant for the safety 
of his master's children. 

A marine who had just joined the ship, and 
who was unacquainted with the exeellent qualities 
of the dog, endeavoured while bathing to entice 
him from his station into the water ; the noble 
anima] paid no attention to his invitation. One 
of the crew told the marine, that if he swam out of 
the sail, and would call out as if iii distress, and 
suit the action to the word, Mr. Boatswain would 
certainly obey his summons. The marine took 
the hint, got out of the sail, and began to enact 
the part of a drowning man to perfection. The 
dog instantly sprang into the water, with his cars 
erect, Jiis eyes fiaahing fire, from intense sua 
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away he swam for the soldier, who, on the ap- 
{iToach of his canine friend, began to have some 
(misgivings as to the wisdom of his proceedings. 
fHe now become alanned, lest the dog should seize 
llim, which maniEinTe Boatswain appeared resolv- 
ed to execute : hia fears increased with the dog's 
endeavours to effect his purpose ; and finally, he 
roared out most lustily for help from his ship- 
nates. The louder the poor devil sang out, the 
more detenuiued was the sagacious brute to seize 
him ; and he very soon aceoinplishcd his purpose, 
grasping him firmly by the hair at the back of the 
•neck, and, twisting his face towards the heavens, 
brought him alongside, amidst the convulsive 
HW3 of laughter of the whole of the ship's com- 
psny. and the piteous erii's of the jolly marine. 
Boatswain would not resign his hold till the 
ti^tened man was assisted np the side ; the 
■Wght of a, rope being then placed overboMd for 
hi* conductor, he placed his fore-legs in il up to 
hi« shoulders, and, holding himself stiffly out, 
*U hauled up, and calmly resumed hie watch as 
if nothing Lad happened. — This noble quadra- 
ped had saved several lives. Whilst lying in 
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Hainoaze, a siiore-boat pulling athwart the ship's 
hawse in a strong ebb tide, took the cable amid 
ships, and was upset : he was overboard in a 
moment, and succeeded in saving a woman and 



Whenever the ship's company were exercised at 
the guBs with blank cartridge, or at the target, the 
■dog was at the acme of delight and ecstacy ; he 
appeared mad with enjojTiient, running and jump- 
ing from one gun to another, as they were fired. 
When corporal punishment took place, he was 
the veriest picture of gravity that can be imar 
gined ; placing himself in the centre of the vacant 
part of the deck immediately before the upright 
gratings, and watching with solemn interest the 
whole proceedings. Not so if any irregular dis- 
turbance occurred among the people themselves. 
Three men were quarrelling one day and came to 
blows before the maste>at-arms could interfere ; 
the animal was attracted to the spot by the uproar, 
and, not understanding tliis mode of settling dis- 
putes, immediately brought one of the com- 
batants to the deck, and separated the other two, 
^th the most perfect coolness of purpose. 
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main appeared thoroughly to understand tlic dis- 
iaplme of a man-of-war, and never permitted any- 
Biing like fighting to go on without attacking the 
piities. The officers and crew derived great 
ittDusemeOt from the equestrian feats of a middy 
[eleren or twelve years old, but extremely small 
a his age,) who, mounted upon the back of the 
gallant dog, would gallop helter-skelter round the 
ideeka. This racing, however, was forbidden, in 
(Smaequence of considerable danger attending it : 
tlie d(^ one day made a sudden leap with his 
IsAeT froni the quarter-deck on to the main; I fbr- 
Wnitely saved the lad's head from coming in con- 

t with one of the iron belaying-pins fixed into 
■fte Bkida. Dogs are generally great nuisances on 
tmard a ship, but the Newfoundland race mav be 
excepted, and often form a valuable acquisition ; I 
however fear there are few who could compete 
with our old favourite. 

Our next arrival at Cadiz was juat at the period 
4f the battle of Barossa, and the operations 
t the enemy's works in the bay. This bril- 
rat achievement of the army did not perhaps in- 

e all the advantages to be anticipated ftom swi\\ 
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an event, in consequence of the pnsillani 
conduct of the Spanish troops, but it afforded 
another proof of the sterling powers of British 
soldiers. 

On onr return to Lisbon I visited the M-cha-as 
iami]y, ranking as one of the first in birth and for- 
tune among the Portuguese nobility. The head 
of this noble house had, for some political reasons, 
been sent out of the kingdom ; and it was currently 
reported and universally believed that the eldest 
son had entered the service of France, and was 
acting as aid-de-camp to one of the French mar- 
shals. The lady mother and three of her daugh- 
ters remained in Lisbon at the imminent hazard of 
their lives ; so enraged were their countrymen 
against all the members of a family, the males of 
which they considered as traitors to their country. 
Twice indeed the irritation of the mob excited 
fears for their safety, and the military were called 
in to protect thera from their fury. In all my, 
conversations with the young ladies they appeared 
to feel acutely the rash action of which their bro- 
ther had been guilty. Regarding them as meri- 
todous and unprotected females exposed t 
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ineults of a ruffianly rabble, I felt much interested 
fcr theiU) and frequently visited the sombre palace 
j^ the unfortunate M-clia-as, in preference to 
Ihe gay parties of their happier compatriots. The 
tranquillity of oui small party was sadly interrupt- 
ed one eyening, by a servant announcing to his 
lady that he had heard his youn^ master was ta- 
ilren and on his way to Lisbon. AD was dismay 
sad agony — 1 took my departure, having first pro- 
iniiBed (at the request of the elder sister) to use 
y best endeavours to ascertain the truth of the 
[Stalonent, and to call upon them the following 
day with the result of ray inquiries. 

[ very soon learned the melanclioly certainty of 
their misery ; the young man had been taken in 
the di^;uise of a peasant, conveying French des- 
patches across the country. In two days he was ex- 
pected in Lisbon, to take his trial for Idgh treason. 
I ftbsolutely quailed under the task imposed 
Upon me, to be the bearer of such agonizing ti- 
1 — to lacerate the heart of the mother piece- 
meal xa I unfolded the dreadful truth of her son's 
undoing — the dishonour of the heir of her ancient 
s and name ; not a glimmering of hope, aol a 
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lay of coDsoIation dared- 1 offer to soften the cala- 
mity that had Mleu upon this bereaved fumily. 

I entered the gloomy mansion. Three young 
females, pale as the angel of death, msbed 
towards me, grasped my hands, and with qui- 
Tering lips vainly essayed to ask the fatal ques- 
tion. The mother — But what boots it now to 
tell of agony passed, of hope destroyed— of the 
deadly throes of the bitterest of all human bit- 
terness ? My tale was told — the iron entered into 
their aoula — the proud house of M— eha— as was 
humbled to the dust — I never saw them again. 



They denied themselves to all inquiries, and 
dedicated the energies of their minds to ward off 
the dreadful fate that hung over the misguided 
Hon and brother. The interest, the entreaties, 
the heart-rending petitions employed by these ' 
stricken beings, feiled in their effects, M-cha-ae | 
was doomed to die. The heads of the governments 
were resolutely determined that he should suffer 
the extreme penalty of the law. The young mar« 
confronted his accusers and judges with dignity* 
defending his conduct with the specious j 
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1 to be expected from a young and ardent 
admirer of the great captain of the age, in whose 
Service he had enrolled himself. He had adopted 
the idea that a connectioa with France would 
prove more beneficial to his coontrj^ than an 
iJliance with England ; but, in his admiration for 
Napoleon, he had overlooked the duty which every 
man owes to his native soD, 

When sentence was pronounced, he threatened 
his judges with the vengeance of his master, the 
great Napoleon, and denied their power and au- 
thority to try or condemn him ; and in this frame 
of mind he remained till within a day of his exe- 
cution, when he suddenly acknowledged the guilt 
Mid folly of his conduct, and received the reli- 
gious consolations tendered to him by his churcli : 
he had freviously rejected all communication with 
prieBthood. The place wherein he was to 
lt[nate his errors with his life, bore the name of 
Berkeley Square among the English ; I forget its 
Portuguese appellation. One side of this square 
*M formed by the quay on the river ; Arsenal 
Street ran parallel with the Tagus on the opposite 
Bide, In the centre of the square, a c,iicu\».i 
Wi. II. w 
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scaffold was erected ei^t or ten feet high, m the 
middle of which rose a stout spar five feet above 
the platform. To the spar was affixed a. scat 
on which thfc culprit was to sit; Uie planks 
were laid five or six inches apart from eadt 
other, and were very narrow ; the whole of the 
under part was filled up with Ciggots, plentifully 
interspersed with inflammable matter. 

Few events could Itave created a greater sensation 
among the inhabitants of every grade in Lisbon, 
than the condemnation and a]^raaching execu- 
tion of one of their highest nobles. It may be 
supposed that his numerous friends and relatives 
left no means untried to avert the dreadinl sen- 
tence ; many of his own rank in life, though com- 
pletely at variance with the political tenets of the 
unfortunate prisoner, joined in the prayer of the 
supplicants, — I believe more from the feeling of 
disgrace thrown upon their order, than from any 
friendly soUcitude towards him or his femily- 
But among the middle and lower classes not * 
raised in his favour. Had mercy been 
shown towards him, it is not improbable that SD 
insuirectionary moveiae'ftt'wtixjiAbttvc taken plaw- 
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All these circumstances, of course, had their 
^e weight and consideration witli the ruling 
povers ; besides, in the then existing state of the 
iinmtry, the necessity of making a severe exam- 
^ of so conspicuous an offender was obvious. 
|Phe decree was confirmed, and the day fixed for 

B execution. 

1 was one of the English officers who witnessed 
the awful spect.icle : we repaired to the spot 
Ibout ten o'clock in the morning. That side of 
^e square facing the river was left open, the other 
^tee were lined with troops three deep, close 
iq> to the houses ; around the scaffold was another 
body of troops, forming a small circle not thirty 
iket &om the faggots. No person was allowed 
in enter this reserved circle but the English 
ifficers, and a very few natives of the higher or- 
«. All the houses that could command a view 
the spot were crowded from the roof down- 
mrds ; they presented one mass of human beings 
l^ftcked almost to suffocation. The windows were 
ttadded with heads from the sills to the upper- 
tnost parts. The whole line through which the 
ic&Talcade passed exhibited the same anxious solici- 
m2 
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tude to catch a glimpse of the condeinncd. The 
shipping in the river, from the fishing-boat to 
the largest vessel, in the line of view, were clus- 
tered like bees from the truck to the deck, on 
the rigging, yards, and spars. The eager gaze 
and indistinct hum of those who commanded a 
view of Arsenal Street, announced that the pro- 
cession liad entered it. All was hushed ; the me- 
lancholy tinkling of the bell belonging to the 
Host, which accompanied the cortege, was alone 
heard in the distance, gradually increasing, until, 
with the measured tramp of human footsteps, it 
became more painfully audible. 

The banners of the monks were seen waving 
over the bayonets of the troops. Suddenly the 
latter opened their ranks to the right and left, 
and the principal personage in the melancholy 
drama appeared, clothed in a loose white dress, 
bare-footed, carrying a cross upon his right shoul- 
der. A high paper cap, bearing the inscription 
of " Traitor P covered his head. I can new 
forget the convulsive start, the look of horror disl 
spread over his fine features as the scaffold br»k* 
abruptly on his \icw. Even at this dreadf ul mfr I 
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ment, and under other circumstancea, I should 
have recognised him by the striking resemblance 
he boie to his elder sister. He rallied and walked 
on to the foot of the fatal steps that were to con- 
duct him to eternity. Here he remained in 
prayer for a short time with the monks around 
him. The last rites administered, the cross was 
taken from his shoulder, and, bidding farewell to 
luB ghostly advisers, he ascended the scaffold, at- 
tended by one of the friars. He tripped at the 
fint step, but, immediately recovering himself, 
mounted with a firm and resolute bearing. 
Here again for a short time he entered into eam- 
rai conversation with his religious attendanti 
He then submitted himself to the hands of the 
tttcutioner, by sitting down on the seat I have 
dncribed, with his back to the stout spar, gainst 
*Mch his head reclined ; his hands were then 
Iwlied together before him, and his legs to the 
Iprights that supported the seat. The paper cap 
*sa removed, and a linen one substituted. 
The dreadful preparations completed, the eie- 
i^oncr took his station behind the nnhappy 
I-difr-a, And the monk having bestowed his ^qbI 
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benediction by sprinkling Hm with holy water, 
the cap was pulled over his fece, and a double 
cord passed round his neck and brought to the 
post. A short stick was introduced through the 
bights of the cord behind the post, and twisted 
round. It is doubtful whether brutality or igno- 
rance was the cause of the miserable scene that 
followed ; its horrors baffle description. The cord 
was twisted so unnecessarily tight, that it broke ; 
a line of blood distinctly showed itself on the 
white cap where the rope hod encircled the neck. 
The struggles of the agonized victim were dreadful. 
Another cord was supplied, and the same cruel 
result again ensued. The wretched M-cha-as 
succeeded in lifting his cap, and discovered to 
us a counteuance so fraught with reproach, an- 
guish, and unutterable despair, that my soul 
sickens at the remembrance of his sufferings, nor 
cap his tortured features ever be obliterated from 
-my mind. A general murmur of indignation 
burst forth from the assembled multitude. I will 
not harass the feelings of my readers by further de- 
tails of this distressing scene : suffice it to say that 
}})P sufferings of the unhappy M-cha-as were not 
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termiimted until the ropes from both his legs were 
successively applied to effect his strangulation. 
The body was then taken from the seat, laid at 
length upon the' open platform, and the faggots 
underneath were ignited. When the flames reached 
the eorpae, the arms extended, and the body turn- 
ed right round. A smothered cry of horror broke 
fitiiD the majority of the spectators at this extraor- 
dinary sight : many believed he was still alive ; but 
by the rational part of the assembly it was supposed 
to be caused by the action of the heat on the 
muBclcB. All that remained of the once gallant 
young nobleman was quickly reduced to ashes, 
and were cast into the Tagus, according to the 
sentence. 

'■ No fetlher seek hla" errors " to disclose. 
Or draw his ftailties Iiom their diead abode." < 
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CHAPTER X. 

Convoy a merdiaDt-vessel to Madeira and the Cape de Verd 
Islands— The Dog and the Turlles — Pul inta Porlo Praja 
— Slave-ships— Send boats up the Gambia — James's Island 
— Land-crabs — Horrible resting-place — Fail in with aGoree 
trader — Enormom Ant-hills — Flamingoes — Capture a Slave 
ScbooDer — TcaSic in human fiesh — Libsration of Slaves. 

OuK next trip iras to convoy an English 
merchant- vessel to Madeira and the Cape de Verd. 
Islands. Between the Canaries and the former 
place we were becalmed for tliree or four days : 
during this time we caught a number of turtles 
sleepbg on the surface of the water, sufficient to 
supply the whole ship's company for a fortnight. 
Otir friend Boatswain proved himself an expert 
fisher upon this occasion- The first turtle seen 
created some little bustle abaft, in the anxiety 
of lowering the stem boat to secure the j 
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iwiiin, hearing the noise, leaped on the tafliaii ; 
lis ^iiicli eye caught sight of the object we wished 
to secure, and before we could axrest the descent 
of the sagacious animal, he had plunged into the 
The turtle was considered as lost, but the 
uog, half turning his heaH in snapping at it, 
brought his upper jaw upon the under part of the 
shell of the turtle, and, instantly turning it on its 
hack, rendered his prey powerless. Mr. Boatswain 
lirought the turtle m triumph to the boat that was 
"Wening to meet him : it weighed about twenty- 
rour pounds. I suspect this may be considered a 
novel feat in the annals of canine sagacity; and 

ibly our favourite stands pre-eminent among 
'tis species in performances of this nature. He 
was truly a nonpareil of a dog, and many of hia 
actions would have done honour to the human 
■race. Hia extreme anxiety, at sea or in harbour, 
to seize upon any stray article that might be float- 
ing past the ship, amounted almost to a fault ; and 

led nearly to the finale of poor Boatswain 
Md the endangering of the lives of a boat's crew 
—a circumstance which I shall eidargc upon in 
its [woper place. 

M 5 
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Off St. Jago we parted with our convoy, and 
put into Porto Prays Bay to recruit our water 
Bsd obtain a scanty supply of firesh provisions. 
During our short stay an English schooner ai^ 
rived from the coast of Africa : circumstances 
awakened a suspicion that sbfi was engaged in the 
illicit traffic of slaves, which being strengthened 
by a strict search, she was taken possession of 
and despatched to Sierra Leone for adjudication. 
This incident altered our destination ; instead of 
immediately returning to Lisbon, we bent our 
course towards the coast. On the day of our 
departure we fell in with an American -built ship 
under Spanish colours, which proving suspicious, 
we anchored in the roads of the Isle de Mayo in 
order to search her. The slave-irons, boilers, &c. 
found among the cargo, deteimined Captain S— yd 
to detain her, and she was Ukewise despatched to 
Sierra Leone. Another Spaniard, under similar 
circumstances, was captured the following day. 

This succession of luck caused us to run direct- 
for the coast and examine it, on our way dowti- 
to Freetown. The first place we touched a-* 
was the mouth of the Gambia : the boats, vgU | 
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manned and armed, were sent np the river in 
-aearcli of slavers. After entering the river, it 
expands into a wide Btream. Tlie breeze blowing 
strong against us, we had recourse to our sails to 
beat to windward, but a sudden serious leak in 
the pinnace, occasioned by the starting of one of 
her planks, obliged us all to bear up for the west- 
em point that formed the entrance of the river. 
Here we landed, and found some huts of the na- 
tives. Hauling our injured boat on the beach 
"e quickly repaired her. We saw lots of game, 
including red-legged partridges, but, as sporting 
*as not the object in view, we again departed; 
Numbers of the natives had assembled to gaze 
"pon us, and, as I was an utter stranger to theii 
•^nancter, I thought it wisest to decamp as soon 
M possible : the significant gestures of the armed 
PWt of the spectators boded no good ; not that 
"■e poor creatures could have effected any thing 
^rious against us, but loss of life is always to be 
•Voided in such cases. — Night had closed in be- 
'™'* we reached James's Island, which I had 
*iwked out as our first night's resting-place. It 
a small spot in the middle of the river, (at this 
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place' seven miles broad,) and had fonnerly teen 
fortified and held by ns with a considerable fac- 
tory. The French took and destroyed the forti- 
fications. It was now tmoccupied ; the walls alone 
remained, covered with rank vegetation. We 
landed our sails, and converted them into tents 
to protect ns from the night air. In e.tploring 
the ruins of the castle by torch-light, we found 
several land-crabs, which tlie boatswain declared 
to be excellent eating, particularly as it was im- 
possible they could have fed upon any unwhole- 
some substance. Sailors are impressed with the 
idea, and with good reason, that these creatures 
have a particular fancy for the tenants of ceme- 
teries, and they are consequently held in abhor- 
rence by the seamen who have visited the West 
Indies, where they abound ; but when found at 
distances which ensure them from suspicion of 
such pollution, they are pronounced excellent food. 
I never could be persuaded to taste them. 

The boatswain, however, who was not extremely 
nice upon such matters, had made tip his mind to 
have a land-crab supper. Collecting fuel for a 
fire, lie popped upon a board, wliJch, adherin! 
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teamatm^j to the soil, be vith trifliog cieniou 
lipped off. His appetite for the crabs took instant 
fl^ht, OD obsemng that he had ^t hold of the 
fid of m coffin. During the ni^t I found my 
Ak had been spread over one of these lecep- 
:lcB for the dead : the disagreeable discovery 
8 made by the rotten materials git'ing way and 
ting me do<nt upon the crumbling skeleton 
libm. 1 could not sleep after this deGnition of 
r resting-place, bat walked about till the fim 
cy streak of da*n, with no very pleasant feel- 
^ to while away the time. At daylight we 
no*ered that the place was full of graves. The 
md Hadf is a rock, with not sufficient depth of 
3 lo admit of its covering the relics of mop- 
li^ eoi^igned to its bosom. The upper part of 
e Rmaioing coffins were all exposed to view. 
Tlie fever in this insalubrions climate is &taUy 
re to Eoropeati const itat ions, and at that 
: the loss of life eiperienced by vessels trading 
St Sat slaves or the commodities of the countTi' 
^«ays great : their burial-place was James's 
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day fell in with a Goree small trader, wio in- 
formed us that we had passed a slayer during the 
night. The report being confirmed by another 
vessel of the same description, who stated that no- 
tliing was above us, wc retraced our way, taking 
one of the black crew out of the Goree trader as a 
pilot. Two or three canoes that we had chased 
ran on shore, and their affrighted crews toot 
shelter in the thickets, abandoning their ^ht 
barks, and all that they contained, to our mercy : 
BO alarmed were the poor wretches at the idea 
of being kidnapped. We added to their store, 
and left a little present in their shallops, in lieu of 
a monkey we found in one of them ; and continued 
our course downwards. 

The banks, as Eir as we ascended the river, 
were thicldy lined with the raangrove tree, which 
prevented our landing except here and there. On 
one of these open spots I went on shore to ex- 
amine what in the distance appeared to me a 
haycock. On approaching it, I found it to be 
a mound raised by the ants. It was at least 
eight feet high, and I should say from tliirty to 
thirty-five feet in circumference at the ba^ 
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How insignificBJit do the most stupendous works 
of man appear, wlien compared with the enormous 
erections of these tiny induBtiious insects ! I ran 
my sword into it : and in the breach first appeared 
the larger class of ant, who came to reconn<»tre 
the cause of tliis sudden inroad ; tiiey disap- 
peared, and quickly returned with myriads of their 
brethren, the larger class seeming to direct the 
labours of the smaller. In an incredibly short 
space of time the breach was repaired. My curi- 
osity would fiiin haye cut out more work for the 
wonderful powers of these insects, but a rustling 
and snorting in the thick underwood that sur- 
rounded it rather alarmed me, and I retreated to 
my boat. As we shoved off, I caught a glimpse 
of the object which had hastened my moveoients, 
which was nothing more or less than a buiFalo. 
A musket-shot caused hini to back astern, and we 
saw no more of him. 

An open space of mud by the side of the river 
excited our attention, from the amazing number 
of flamingoes that covered it. It is somewhere 
said that these birds may be taken for soldiers at 
a distance ; I can easily believe it, if the military 
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of tlic country in which they abound, wear red 
jiickets. As we approached the spot where the 
schooner was said to be lying, I landed, and from 
a rising ground examined her with myglaas: while 
reconnoitring, I observed a boat full of negroes 
taken alongside ; it was the completion of her cargo. 
The crews of our boats were so exhausted with 
their long tuning at the oar, that I remained 
some time under cover of the projecting point. 
We were full five miles off when we left its 
shelter. They fortunately did not see us till my 
boat was within a mile of them ; the other two had 
dropped astern above that distance. Observing 
that they were busily preparing on board for re- 
sistance, it was deemed advisable to push on and 
take our chance, rather than encourage their war- 
like ideas by any apparent hesitation, or give 
them the opportunity of running the vessel on 
shore ; we therefore kept steadily on. As we 
approached her, we hoisted a small English 
ensign. All hands were evidently well armed for 
defence ; when we got within hail, the commander 
desired us to keep off, or he would sink us. 
Without slackening oor endeavours to get along- 
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s!de, tlie threat was answered by informing him 
that if he presumed to fire a single shot, we would 
not leave a soul alive on board. This counter 
threat had the desired effect ; the muzzles of their 
Email-arms were lowered, and I took c|uiet possea- 
aion of the vessel, a fine American schooner, Nos- 
tra Senhora de los Dolores, under Spanish colours, 
with a full cargo of slaves, all ready for sailing ; 
ahe was only awaiting the arrival of the super- 
cargo from the shore. In less than a quarter of an 
tour he made his appearance, — an American, and 
the honajide skipper of the craft. Had he been on 
lM»id, it is probable the capture would not have 
l)een made without bloodshed; but, fortunately, 
the nominal commander, a Spaniard, preferred 
tubmission to the risk of an encounter. 

As soon as our consorts came alongside, we 
^mnediately got under weigh, and made a good 
Uretch down the river before dark, when we an- 
ehoted for the night. — This traffic, in human 
flesh is most detestable, and, as Englishmen, we 
cannot but shudder at the wholesale manner in 
vliich it was carried on by our own countrymen. 
What will not the lore of luae effccl '. \l. s^ias 
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on, and excites the basest passions of mankind, i 
Men who have grown rich in this vilest of all vile I 
pursuits, are even yet to be seen, and they are 
courted for that polluted wealth which has been 
drawn from Africa's soil by the cruel abstraction 
of her children, amidst their cries of anguish and 
appeals for mercy, drowned in l>lood and tears ! 

The sight of one of these pandemoniums afloat 
is BuiEeient to rouse all the angry feelings of a 
man possessed of an iota of humanity, or whose 
nature has not been completely brutalized by 
Buch a course of profligacy, I now descended to 
the slave-rooms, as they are termed, and witnessed 
all the worst horrors of slavery. In a apace of 
thirty feet by twenty-five, and scarcely five feet 
in height, one hundred and fifty unfortunate 
beings were immured, all in irons. The count©- 
sances of some of them displayed deadly hatred 
and revenge. The supercai^o informed me they 
■were desperate dare-devils, and for the safety of 
the vessel he was obliged to naanacle them. 
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he begged to be set on shore, as he was confident 
><«e Ghould all be murdered, I persisted in my 
■orders, and ihey were freed from their irons ; I 
endeavoured to make them understand that we had 
come to release them, but, I fear, without much 
success. The next was the women's apartment, 
much smaller in space, and crowded to suffoca- 
tion — their limbs were uafettered, but liberty of 
movement there was none ; many of the younger 
■ones were without clothing of any description, and 
.the others had merely a cloth round their waists. 
The after-room contained the children from five 
years of age to ten or eleven, attended by some of 
Uie elder women. Altogether, it was a sickening 
scene, a damning evidence of European (more 
properly, in this instance, American) depravity. 
I f^lt relieved as I again inhaled the sweet breath 
of heaven. 
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CHAPTER XL 



Hebe, perhaps, it may not be amiss to glance 
across the Atlantic. But before I toucli upon tliat 
momentous subject, involving the question of 
West India slavery, and the present condition of 
Negroes in the Colonies, let it be fully under- 
stood that I am in no way personally interested or 
connected with that description of property ; that 
no man can more keartily detest the traffic in 
human flesh than myself; and that I fully admit 
(what "cannot be denied by the most specious 
sophistry,) that, according to the natural rights 
of man, one man cannot enslave another. 

Nevertheless, from the remotest ages into which 
mind of man can penetrate, bIb 
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permitted to exist. Among tlie chosen people of 
God, bondage assumed its mildest form, and the 
bondmen and bondwomen were treated as part of 
the fiunily of the patriarchs. Abraham speaks 
'of his steward, bom in his house, being his 
heir, in case of failure of issue. Yet these men 
■were saleable, and transferrable from one master to 
imother, like flocks and herds. If slavery is one 
of those evils that has for some purpose of infinite 
Visdom been permitted for ages to prevail, there 
appeals but one mode of redeeming the stain sup- 
'^aed to be attached to civilized nations on that 
IKCOunt. It is the formation of such laws as shall 
HlBurethe protection and well-being of theNegro : 
UwB that will lead to the gradual enfranchisement 
of his mind from the slough of demoralization that 
U present surrounds it, without violently snapping 
the bonds that bind him to his master, until he can 
govern his actions from moral impulses. 

set out with boldly averring, that the well- 
behaved Negro in the Colonies would not exchange 
4is slavery and his comfort for English freedom 
ind a precarious subsistence. It is a morbid 
libility that would invest men scarcely emerged 
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from barbarism, with feelings that can only belong 
to beings possessed of the highest order of mental 
and moral intellect. But before I proceed with 
my own observations on thia pomt, I think it will 
Hot be uninteresting to a large portion of my 
readers to give a short sketch of the rise and pro- 
gress of slavery. 

It has never been doubted that slavery had its 
origin in war : sovereigns, in theii contests with 
each other, either massacred their prisoners in 
cold blood, or condemned them to perpetual ela- 
Tery. But we have no means of proving that 
slavery commenced with sav^es. The traffic in 
men prevailed almost universally long before the 
Roman name or Latin language was heard of; 
and we are, moreover, led to infer, from the curse 
denounced by Noah upon Ham and Canaan after 
the deluge, that slavery existed before that event. 

" Nimrod, the son of Cush the son of Ham, 
was a mighty hunter before the Lord.'' What- 
ever might have been his superigrity in the chase 
over his contemporaries, we can scarcely suppose 
it earned for him this appellation, it being the 
chief occupation of men at that dark periodi J 



od^^^^ 



A NAVAL tlFJB. 263 

it is with more justice belieTed he was a mighty 
i bunter of men. His inheritance was small, and 
' Scripture tells na he increased it by violence and 
conquest, seized upon Babylon, founded the king- 
dom of Assyria, and became the first monarch; 
he made bondmen of the captives taken in his 
wars, and compelled them to work ; and therefore 
&om this epoch we date post-diluvian slavery. 

The Bible is sufficient evidence that the prac- 
tice of buying and selling servants existed in the 
time of the Patriarchs, and descended to their 
posterity ; it fonned the most valuable portion of 
their wealth. This traffic was fully authorized 
by the Jewish law. But great as was the power 
invested in the Hebrews over their heathen bond- 
men, yet they were expressly prohibited from ac- 
quiring this species of property by any other 
means tiian that of lawful purchase. " He that 
Btealeth a man," saith Moses, " and selleth him, 
shall surely be put to death.'" 

By degrees slavery lost the mild form apper- 
taining to it under the chosen people of God, and 
it became an abomination among the Pagan na- 
tioQfl of antiquity in the East, and bIq'hI'j, tivii. 
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too Hurcly found its way into every counti; 
the face of tLe earth. In the time of the GreeTts 
and Romans, all prisoners, whatever might be 
theii sex, rank, and station, were liable to become 
slaves, and subjected to the vilest drudgery and 
most cruel treatment. 

The Tlicbana were sold as slaves by Philip of 
Macedon after the conquest of that kingdom. In 
Sparta the slaves were treated with the utmost 
cruelty, although upon their industry and ex- 
ertions depended the subsistence of their brutal 
masters. The Spartan youth were moreover al- 
lowed to show their dexterity in butchering the 
unhappy slaves, and it is related that on one occa- 
sion three thousand perished in this manner. Of 
the cruelty of the Romans to their slaves history 
affords too many striking proofs : prisoners of war 
were all slaves. Camillus sold his Etrurian cap- 
tives. Fabius reduced thirty tliousand citizens of 
Tarentum to slavery, and sold them like cattle to 
the highest bidder. Julius Ccesar sold at one 
time fifty-three thousand captives for slaves : this 
great genera! has never been taxed with wanton 
cruelty, nevertheless he made slaves of his fi 
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len : the foulest blot that rests upon his memory 
< justly considered to be liis conduct towards 
le noble, generous, and chivalrous Vercingetorix, 
'hia truly great man had long skilfully and sue- 
ifully baffled the best-concocted echemes of 
le Roman general. To save his wretched coun- 
ty from further misery, he voluntarily offered 
lumself 09 a sacrifice to appease the wTath of 
It was accepted. But Vercingetorix was 
Joo great to be pardoned ; he was loaded with 
chained to the triumphal car of the con- 
^eaH)r, and after many years of cruel suffering 
£iia]ly immolated. 

CaplJvea were not the only slaves in Home ; 
debtors might be aeized by their creditors, and 
WHnpelled to labour in their service until the debt 
wae discharged. A noble Roman who died some 
Tears before Chidst, left to his heirs upwaiiis of 
Ibuz thousand slaves. 

Tto slaves in Rome were frequently branded 
on the forehead when suspected of intended eva- 
sion. The introduction of Christianity in some 
degree ameliorated the sad condition of the slaves, 
even under heathen masters; but slavery couti- 
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imed to exist in the empire and its dependei 
fur many ages after the conversion of the Emperor 
Constantine. 

In ancient Germany the slaves were attached 
ti> the soil, employed generally for the pur- 
[Hises of agriculture, and seldom imprisoned, 
Itenten, or enchained : tbey were not considered 
as articles of traffic, except those who had been 
originally freemen, and had lost their frec<lom by 
gambling. 

We now touch upon British soil. It ap- 
pears by a statute of Alfred the Great, that the 
purchase of a man without a voucher to guarantee 
the sale was distinctly prohibited. In that statute 
the lords of the creation are classed with oxen and 
horses. It is presumed the law was enacted to 
prevent the abduction of men ; but it is a detest- 
able proof, that, so late as the ninth or tenth cen- 
tury, an Englishman, when fairly bought, was as 
truly the property of the purchaser as his horse, 
liis OS, or his a 

We also learn that bondmen and bondwomen ] 
existed in the reign of Elizabeth; and that i 
the year 1574 a commission of im^uiTy was i 
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»ied respecting their property, and tlieir emanci- 
pstion compounded for, so " that they might en- 
joy their lands and goods as freemen." * 

It is little known tliat, in Scotland, colliers and 
niters were elavw till within the last sixty years, 
when an act passed the British legislature for 
tieir manumission and restoration to the rights of 
freemen. Until that jieriod the sons of these 
men were obliged to follow the employment of 
their fathers : they were attached by birth to cer- 
tain mines, aJid their services could only be 
tstiufeTTed to other proprietors by the consent of 
tie lord of the manor to whose soil the mine be- 
longed. 

History informs us that slavery has always ex- 
ieted in Africa in its most terrible form, beginning 
with the atrocities committed in Carthage, and 
tracing it through the different states of that par- 
Hally explored country. From the only means 
afforded na of investigating this subject, it appears 
a matter of doubt whether the poor negro, at any 
period however remote, was absolutely secure of 
his personal freedom. It is a great mistake to 
• Kamea's SSieKlies, 
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suppose tliat negro slavery originated iviih the 
Portuguese ; I think it is Gibbon who proves 
that an extensive traffic in woolly-headed negroes 
had been carried on some centuries before the 
Portuguese were aware of there being such a 
place as the coast of Guinea. The negroes have, 
in all probability, been slaves to the Arabs for 
ages, and that slavery has continued uninterrupted 
auiong this people since the time of their great 
ancestor Ishmael. It is also evident that negroes 
were exposed for sale in foreign countries so eariy 
as the sixth century, and that they were then 
greatly prized in Egypt and Arabia. From the 
observations made by European travellers, we are 
led to suspect that slavery has existed from time 
imiuemorial among the negroes themselves, en- 
slaving each other without compunction as oppor- 
tunity presented itself. 

It is proved by authors who are neither blind- 
ed by prejudice nor enthusiasm, and who hold the 
abominable traffic in utter detestation, that slavery 
of the most revolting kind must have existed 
among the negro tribes long before the Arabs 
and Portuguese entered upon this traffic, although 
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wese nations may have been the first to trans- 
^ant them from their native soil. 

I have given a short sketch from the best 
ithorities of the rise anil progress of slavery, and 
.ving arrived at that point which relates to the 
et of negro bondage (as proved beyond a doubt) 
tftving prevailed in their own country; it now bc- 
■comes a matter of serious import and deep interest 
to examine into the state of West India slavery, 
'Wid to determine whether, since the abolition of the 
idive trade, the negro's condition in the West 
ladies is not at Uiis moment infinitely better 
saA happier than it would have been in his own 
oountry. In short, the traffic of negroes has onlv 
been transferred from the Arabs of Barbary to 
European Christian nations. That men bearing 
that sacred name should have embarked in so 
unholy a pursuit, is a disgrace that can only be 
Wotted from the national records by the contrition 
of their descendants, and wise enactments foi 
the negro's comfort and final entry into the bosom 
«f an enlightened Church. 

Let us take a review of the treatment of the 
blacks under the old French regime. Il \a ft>s.'&v 
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as conveys a well-merited reproach to the Britil 

legislature of tliat period. In the French colonies 
the slaves " who cultivated the plantations, were 
attached to the soil, and could not l>e drawn off 
to pay debts, or be sold separately from the estate 
on which they lived. Tliia gave them a lasting 
property in their huts and little spots of ground, 
which tliey might safely cultivate without dread 
of being turned out of possession, or transferred, 
contrary to their iuterests and feelings, from one 
proprietor to another. They were under the- 
protection of law as soon as they arrived in the 
colony. Proper missionaries were appointed for 
the purpose of training them up to a certain 
degree of religious ■ knowledge, and ample funds 
were allotted for the maintenance of those 
ecclesiastics. 

" On ill treatment received from his master, or 
on being deprived of his allowance of food and 
raiment, the slave was directed to apply to the 
king's attorney, who was obliged to prosecute the 
master forthwith. That oiBcer was also bound to 
prosecute, if by any other means he heard of the 
abuse ; the law adding as the reason, Thig 4 
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aill to be observed to check the abuse ofpowfr in 
the master.'" * 

Had such wise and beneficial regulations been 
adopted in our own colonies, Great Britain would 
tart have had to blush for the misdeeds and 
Eraelties of some of her sons, or to mourn, as she 
probably will ere twenty years are over our heads, 
the loss of those valuable possessions, the preat 
nnrsery of our seamen, and the tuin of thousands 
of calumniated men, many of whom have already 
sank into an untimely grave, overwhelmed with 
despair at the accusations brought against them, 
and at the present and future prospects of their 
families. What can we say for the liberality of 
men who mercilessly asperse the character of tin': 
present well-educated and humane body of gentle- 
men planters, and woidd punish in their persons 
ihe crimes of past ages, and the errors of former 
governments } 
If colonial slavery be a criane, it is a crime thai 
IS not only sanctioned, but insisted upon by 
the British government, and the possession of a 
definite number of negroes formed the »i«e qua 
namiay'a Esaayoatbe Treatment &nd%T\wi\wQ^%\w««. 
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Run fi>r granting a certain tract of land to » 
wlio, in the full confidence of British faith, embark- 
ed their whole fortune in the adventure. 

The slave-trade bos been abolished by the 
enlightened nations of Eng'land and France, and 
with it has ceased the misery consequent upon 
the ready supply to any demand that might be 
made; but, in defiance of the treaties and con- 
ventions made by the former power with other 
countries, there is proof positive that an exteneive 
traffic in slaves is etil! carried on i 
the Brazils. 

In tlie year 182G, when I was Btationed i 
Jamaica, a slave-vesael, with four hundred negroes 
from the coast of Africa, under French colours, 
nominally bound to Martinique, was brought into 
Port Royal by one of our cruisers ;* but from 
our treaty with that nation, Vice-Adniimi Sir 
Laurence Halsted, notwithstanding this palpable 
falsehood, was obliged to release her immediately, 
and^t was supposed she landed her cargo on the 
island of Cuba. 

I^^L * Between nine huadrcd and a llieusaad miles lo leen:icd at 

^^^% h«r declared destinatian. ^^^^J 
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Unless all the nations of ChriBtendom are agreed 
upon ita extermination, the native Africans arc in 
BO way benefited by this law. It has been pro- 
secuted in all ages and under all religions, and, 
until nature herself shall change, we must fear it 
ever will be so. And supposing the abominable 
traffic among Christian nations sliould entirely 
■cease, it will then revert to the former, and origi- 
,1, dealers in negro slaves. If slavery is to exist, 
it may be bo modified and softened as to leave 
nothing but the odious word ' slave' to be regret- 
ted in the compact between master and negro ; 
and if we examine minutely into the real state of 
the case, we cannot divest ourselves of the belief, 
that the negroes may be much happier in the 
West Indies under mild regulations, paternal 
care, and practical religious instruction, than the 
roost liberal stretch of visionary philanthropy can 
figure them to be, in a savage state in their native 
land, enslaved by each other, the prey to blood- 
thirsty men and contending Mictions. We can- 
not blind ourselves to the fact, that the actual 
state of barbarism pervading every part of Africa 
_ precludes any reasonable hope of tKe Tve^oft* 
n5 
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witnessing tlie b«iefit of a moral and religS 
existence. 

" Out of evil springeth good :" no well-dis- 
posed person can seriously deny that slavery is 
an evil ; yet by proper management, thousands of 
human beings may eventually be made to feel 
that they are responsible for their actions, and 
equally enjoy the blessings bestowed on black 
and white men, instead of dragging out a mise- 
rable existence in Africa, but little removed in 
mind or feeling from the brute creation. That 
negroes are happy in our West India colonies I 
have had ocular demonstration ; and that they 
understand not the word freedom in the sense we 
wish them to understand it, is not less morally 
certain. To set them free in their present state 
of ignorance and cunning, is as wild and Utopian 
a project as ever entered the heads of reasonable 
beings, and can only have been agitated by men 
totally unacquainted with their nature, customs, 
and habits. The negroes will not thank the Eng- 
lish legislature for the species of freedom intend- 
ed to be given them ; — they must eat, drink, and 
be clothed at another's expense, do no work, j 
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live in a constant state of idleness and libertinism ; 
and this ia the summum bonum of their idea of 
happiness and freedom. 

I have studied much the general character of 
the children of the African torrid zone. My 
profession has brought me repeatedly in contact 
with them, in Africa, the West Indies, and Ame- 
rica. I have had free negro servants who had 
been emancipated in their first childhood, and 
who (according to the generally received opi- 
aion that the negro's vices are co-existent with 
slavery) ought to have been uncontaminatcd by 
the negro leaven. But such was not the' case ; 
they were negroes in every sense of the word 
—intolerable thieves, and so impudent there- 
withal that it required the utmost stock of pa- 
tience and philosophy to restrain myself from 
bringing them to summary chastisement. Even 
the Mandingo boy who was attached to my per- 
son at six years of age, and whom I had caused 
to be christened and educated, was such an incor- 
rigible thief that I was finally obliged to dismiss 
him ; and it was high time, for I was nearly minus 
my wardrobe. Perhaps the good people of Kng- 
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land consider theft upon the part of negroes a 
venial crime : with a newly imported negro it 
might have been the case, but they were soon 
made to understand the import of theft, and its 
consequent punishment. They are neither trans- 
ported, nor hung, for a breach of the eighth com- 
mandment ; that is a privilege only belonging to 
a free people. 

In 1825 I was stationed off the north-west 
coast of Ireland : it would be in vain for me to 
depict the true state of abject misery and po- 
verty of the unhappy people in that district ; will- 
ingly would I have shut my eyes to the sight, and 
closed my ears to the sound of such degradation 
and wretchedness existing in any spot of the British 
dominions. I gladly quitted the land of freedom 
and human misery for the West India colonies : the 
contrast waa strikiDg, but it admitted of the grate- 
ful conviction that slavery existed but in name, 
and that it was totally free from all those horrors 
and abominations which the fertile imaginationfi 
of our fire-side philanthropists ore pleased to lay 
at the door of West India proprietors, or their 
managers. It is possible that, among so lai 
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body of men, instances of oppression and cru- 
elty may occasionally be found ; but let us look 
_st home, and we shall not have far to seek for 
more flagrant offences than can with justice be 
laid to tLeir account. Compare the condition of 
tiie labouring negro with the same class of men in 
England and Ireland. The negro is well fed, suf- 
ficiently clothed, possesses a well-constructed hut, 
£imished in accordance with the negro's ideas of 
comfort ; he reposes upon a good bed, he has a 
jgarden well stocked with vegetables and fruit, the 
s and plants supplied by his master ; he has 
pigs, poultry, and a certain quantity of provi- 
«on-ground, from the produce of which the in- 
■dustrious negro may lay by, upon an average, 
&om 6fleen to twenty pounds a year. In sick- 
ess he is nursed and supplied with medical at- 
mdance and drugs at his master's expense. The 
iliildren of fieM-ncgroes are taken care of in the 
t&te nursery, and allowances allotted to them 
n their birth. But to counterbalance all these 
fcleasings he is a slave ; that is, he is compelled 
to work against his free will, (and who is there 
tint can always follow the dictates of his own fcce 
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will ?) for the benefit of tis master, from t 
he has received the above eimmerated comforts, 
five ot fiix days in the week, from half-past six 
in the morning till five in the evening, of which 
time a couple of houra are consumed at his 
meals. The women, before their confinements, 
are exempted from work, attended at the crisis 
with assiduous care, and provided with nurses. 
The labours of the day ended, mirth and jollity 
reign among the sable race ; the lively dance de- 
lights the eye of the stranger, the jocund laugh 
sounds eweetly on his ear. He asks himself, la 
this slavery ? Is this the state of things we wish 
to see annihilated ? Are these fine estates to be 
destroyed, these happy people to be plunged into 
discontent, anarchy, and bloodshed, because the 
ignorant clamour of nine hundred and ninety-nine 
out of a thousand will it so ? It is indeed one of 
the misfortunes attendant on the free press of our 
free country, that weil-meaning people are unre- 
sistingly carried away by the impetus of popular 
declamation. The flood-gates of mischief have 
been opened ; may the torrent be arrested in its 
-.course before it inundates the ^lain ! 
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But to return to mr n^ro : be lie* dovn upon 
Ilis bed, unoppreased willi care for tilt monow ; no 
nsions of povertr rack his peace of tntnd ; he 
Imovs that in sickness or he:A]tli, in routh or age, 
h& is equally the object of cue. His quaireb, 
liopes, and fears, are alike eubmitted to the adju- 
dication, sympatby, or condolence of his master. 

It has always appeared to me, that the principal 
haidflbip arising out of the position of the negro, 
is coraprised in the separation of femilies. and the 
dissfdution of the ties of consanguinity and affec- 
*ion ; — it ia imagined that such misery would 
■ttend the rauoval of membcTs of a family to 
distant estates. In some few instances this cir- 
cumstance might be felt, but, in far the greater 
put of the negro population, these ties are either 
not cherished, or so fragile in their nature as to 
render it a matter of no serious moment to the . 
persons concerned. Negro mothers are, tn gene^d, 
most outrageous in their conduct towards their 
offipring, and indeed occasionally their savage con- 
duct towards each other is sufficiently indicative of 
a spirit which proves that they are bound by no 
moral ties or government of the passions. 
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The domestic negroes enjoy an enviable posi- 
tion, and look down witt pity and contempt upon 
the dnit^ery of an English servant. Now, let 
any Englishman aslt himaelf, I3 this the situation of 
the labouring poor, or of the manufacturing classes 
of this country ? Of the state of the peasantry 
of some parts of Ireland it is painful to speak. 
I have traversed the world north and south, east 
and west, and never yet have I beheld an equal 
extent of wretchedness ; — but the Irish are free — 
free to transport tlieir poverty and their misery 
to any country to which they choose to AiAg thcii 
squalid bodies and weary limbs. When the sub- 
stantial attributes of freedom are confounded and 
obscured by the mist of ignorance, its shadow be- 
comes unduly worsliipped, and artful and de- 
signing men gain a dangerous ascendancy over 
minds incompetent to grapple with the loftier 
virtues, or to appreciate the patriotic qualities 
upon which the basis of a just and generous sense 
of freedom is founded. Emancipated negroes are, 
generally speaking, the most idle and impudent 
beings in existence. I once requested a negro to 
assist one of my boat's crew in lifting a package 
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Upon Lis shoulders. Tbe fellow looked at me 
iritfa tbe contemptuous smile of an Eastern 
Basltaw, and Bcreamed into my ear, " Good 
Ooisfflity, wlia' you tsk me for Coast ob Guinea 
[er?" He had purchased his freedom onlv 
the day before. 

My obseirations on the negro character lead 
me to fear that the cultivation of the cane by 
Qe^ro free labour will be found next to hopeless. 
-The kLngdom of Ha}li offers a vaming example 
on this head, la there any visible sign that 
the negroes of our colonies are farther advanced 

civilization than the Haytians, -vho have been 
in possession for the last thirty years of the much- 
prized, but scarcely defined boon, freedom ? 
'Under the French, St. Domingo supplied France 
ii^ieyond the demand with sugar ; now it barelv 
s more than sufficient for its own consump- 
tion. We cannot so deceive ourselves. 

Tbe last time I was stationed in the West 
Indies, I was on a visit to a gentleman in the in- 
terior of Jamaica ; and a stout-looking negro stood 
behind his chair at dinner. Sambo quitted the 
TO(»n, when his master observed, ** There ii 
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feilow to wliom 1 have repeatedly offered fret 
but Ue has always rejected it." 

The following tnoming, in a eolitary ramble 
before breakfast, I encountered Mr, Sambo. 

" Good moramg, Sambo T' 

" Good maming, Massa !" 

" Well, Sambo, is it true that you do not want 
to become a free man ?" 

" Yees, Mossa, — wlia' for me hab my freedom ? 
— pose um free, massa no gie me for yam — pose 
um sick, um no hab doctor — Sambo grow old, 
um no can wurruk, what can poor Sambo do ?" 

" But you are rich, Sambo ; your master tells 
me you have money enough to purchase your 
freedom three times over." 

•' But, Maasa, pose um free — um pend too 
much ebery day — Den Massa, you sabbe, me like 
gie aometing to my piccaninny wheu Sambo go 
to Pompy parlour."* 

" But, when you are free, you can work for 
yourself, and get more money." 

" No, dank you — Massa, um good massa, 
Sambo like ura bery much, — No wish for free, 

• The grave. 
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And away went Mr. Samljo, grmiiiiig with plea- 
mre at what he doubtless conceived unajiswerable 
signmeiits in favoui of his detcnnination. 

Such I have ever found the predominant feel- 
ing among the better class of house negroes. 
Although the gdius of the negro are, strictly 
<peakin^, the property of the master, the owner 
who would assume such a right would be scouted 
&oni society. I never heard of a solitary instance 
of a planter taking advantage of this power ; on 
the contrary, the property of a negro (not unfre- 
^uently amounting to two or three hundred 
pounds) is rigidly distributed among his relations 
nd friends according to his last wishes. 

Oftentimes have I been surprised at seeing little 
j«tty wooily-headed beings crawl from under the 
table-cloth to get a nice tit-bit from inassa or 
BB, and again hide themselves nntil it was 
for more. It may be argued that self- 
est is the main spring of action in the care 
of the negro : it may have its weight, 
Irat it can never prompt the many kindnesses 
and attentions bestowed upon them, not at all 
necessary to the existence, or conducive to the 
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health of tlie negro. But, supposing ibai sclf- 
interest is the primum mobile of the planters'' 
actions, where do we find any deficiency of 
that quality in the various relations of social life ? 
It appears to me to be the governing principle of 
every condition of people, from the peasant to the 
monarch ; and why should an undue share of it 
be lodged upon the shoulders of the colonists ? 

Whatever may be the present state of the 
negro, yet, as the most refined nations of tte 
earth were once hordes of barbarians, there is bo 
reason to justify the belief that in process of tirae 
the negro may not become as other men. We 
are therefore pursuing the path of duty, by 
cautiously endeavouring to advance tliat end ; 
whether such a result will be a future benefit to 
this country is a matter not diflScult of solution. 

It is not to be supposed tliat, if the negrocft 
ever arrive at a point of intellectual equality 
with white men, they will be governed by others 
than themselves : consequently, the white popu- 
will no longer hold a paramount foot- 
ing in the West Indies. At present they ac- 
tnowledge our superiority ; they prefer being the 
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alaves of a white master, to serving one of tlieir 
wn colour. 

However much 1 should wish to have the con- 
trary proved, I cannot cheat myself into the belief 
ftat the negro is ia point ofmental capacity equal 
to a white man, although he may possess qualities 
well worthy of cultivation and improvement. 

The vices said to be most conspicuous amonp 
this unhappy race on their native soil are, " idle- 
., treachery, revenge, cruelty, impudence, steal- 
ing, lying, and debauchery." The principles of 
ostural law arc smothered, and the reproof of 
conscience silenced. Every person acquainted 
irith the negro character has found it to possess 
more or less of these vices ; and when the state of 
society in Africa ia duly considered, we cannot be 
ifurpiised that negroes are revengeful, treacherous, 
ud cruel. Even in civilized countries, gifted 
vith science, religion, and a code of enlightened 
i, all these vices individually exist. We must 
tiienfore feel some degree of compassion for our 
abie brethren, three-fourths of whom in their 
native land are slaves to the rest, and whose oif- 
nnnis ^'^^ bom to no other inheritance. 
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" Most parts of the coast differ in their govcm- 
ment^ ; some are absolute monarcliies, vhWst 
othera draw near to an aristocracy. In both, the 
authority of the chief or chiefs is unlimited, ex- 
tending to life, and is exercised as often as cri- 
minal cases require, unless death is commuted to 
slavery, in which case the offender is sold, and^ if 
the shipping will not buy the criminal, he in im- 
mediately put to death. Fathers of free con- 
dition have power to sell their children, but tluB 
power is seldom enforced." * 

The Congo negroes will sell their children for 
articles however trifling. -f- Polygamy to any ex- 
tent is permitted ; wives may be repudiated or 
sold, and husbands and concubines are got rid 
of, at mutual will and pleasure. Obi, or witch- 
craft, in which all negroes firmly believe, is also 
punished with slavery: debtore and their fsani- 
lies incur the same penalty ; and it is feared that, 
if there were no buyers, the poor wretches would 
be murdered. 

"To -those persons who fancy that the wan 

" Edwards's Kistory of the West Indies, vol. ii, 
t ModeroMnnmalHisUiiy.Tijl.tiu, 
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between the African princes are carried on for the 
sole purpose of supplying the Europeao ships 
with slaTeE, it may be proper to remark that one 
of the kings of Dahomy slaughtered at once not 
OD\y all the captives taken in war, but also one 
hundred and twenty-seven prisonerB of different 
kinds, that he might have a sufficiency of skulls 
to adorn the walls of his palace; though at the 
very time of that nussacre be knew that there 
were six slave-ships in the road of Whidah, from 
vhich he could have got for every prime slave a 
price little short of thirty pounds sterling." ■ 

The King of Dahomy's dwelling occupies a 
Bpace of about a mile square. It consists of a 
multitude of huts formed of mud walls with 
bamboo roofs : and the whole is enclosed by a 
mud wall twenty feet in height. The entrance 
ti the king's apartment is paved with human 
dtulls, and the side walls are ornamented with 
the jaw-bones of men. On the thatched roofe 
numerous human skulls are ranged on wooden 
stakes, and he declares war by announcing that 
]uB house wants thatch."' 

* Dahell'i Hiatoi; of the Kingdom at Dnhomj, 
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In short, the great mass of the negro popula- 
tion are viewed as the property of chiefs, and 
sold as Buch. Now, with these facts before us, 
what have we to deplore in the actual position of 
the West India negro ? The negroes" corporeal 
condition no longer requires the pity of the En- 
glish people, much less their tears and sighs : — 
these, and their holy exertions, may with more 
propriety and justice be reserved for the be- 
nefit of a large portion of tlieir own countrymen 
— for the suffering peasantry of Ireland — for the 
unhappy overworked children of the inanuihcto- 
ries. When the refulgent light of Cliristianity, 
and the mild precepts of our Saviour shall have 
worked their way into the negro's heart, then may 
we hope that the proper time for emanci]>ation is 
arrived; but other hands than those of the mis- 
taken men to whom their conversion has been 
erroneously entrusted, must be employed, if any 
hope of ultimate success be entertained. 

Is it the word slave alone that is to excite our 
sympathy ? or do we envy their superiority of con- 
dition over the poor of Great Britain and Ireland, 

itlancholy part of whom beg, rob, and plun^SL 
f a subsistence? 



Why sliould we make the negro discontented 
with his lot ? The native Africans bless their 
present state of bondage, when compared with 
what they suffered in their own torrid zone. If 
the happiness of the negro is really the object 
that occupies the mind of the people of this 
country, the West Indies is not the spot upon 
■which they should exercise their calling. They 
mast penetrate the wilds of Africa ; build churclies 
and towfis ; appoint ministers and responsible offi- 
cers ; estahlish manufactures ; and frame laws suit- 
able to the character of the nation to be civilized. 

Prominent differences are to be found among 
the several negro tribes. The KoromantjTis are 
ferocious and stubborn, but well adapted to work, 
firm in body and mind, and in no way deficient in 
courage. The Eboes are constitutionally timid, 
and sometimes melancholy. The Mandingocs are 
considered gentle in their dispositions, but are 
more addicted to the vice of theft than the rest of 
the African tribes. The Whydah, or Paupaws as 
they are called in the West Indies, are considered 
to be the best-dispositioned slaves ; but they arc 
great thieves, apprehensive of death, and given 
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to gaming. " The softer virtues are seldom 
found in the bosom of the enslaved African ; give 
him sufficient authority, and he becomes the most 
remorseless of tyrants.'' * 

Their cruelty to the brute creation exceeds all 
belief; cutting, maiming, and poisoning animals 
are of frequent occurrence, and fonn the chief 
grounds for corporal punishment in the West 
Indies. Even the faithful dog, the companion of 
man, meets with no kind usa^ from a negrA master. 

These are the materials upon which the pliil- 
anthropist has to work. The labour would be 
Herculean, but such as befits the Cluistian-like 
spirit that engrosses the restless and active minds 
of Englishmen ; and if it be the will of an omni- 
scient Deity, that after countless ages of darkness, 
iniquity, and suffering, a free and happy black 
population shall exist beneath the influence of a 
torrid zone, then indeed may our posterity in 
future ages look back upon the deeds of their 
ancestors with veneration and admiration. At 
present it amounts almost to presumption to be- 
lieve, that, with a few strokes of the pen, man can 
■ EJxards's History of the West Indies. 
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annihilate the inscrutable and mysterious pur- 
poses of the Creator, change the nature of the 
Degro, and invest him at once with that moral and 
intellectual superiority which can alone place him 

. a level with his more fortunate white brethren. 

Of itself the word slavery speaks volumes of 

Fence to an English ear. There is, however, 
mucli in a name. We will endeavour to define 
the obnoxious word, and separate it from the 
thousand and one feelings that may be supposed 
to give weight and colour to the whole : this done, 
we may be somewhat startled, perhaps displeased, 
to find (as regards the West India question) a 
skeleton remaining in the place of the apparently 
intangible mass of m^ter which, in all the consci- 
.oumess of security, we submitted to the process 
tUt a fearless decomposition. It is averted that 
jgjaviry is a word generally understood, but its 
proper definition difficult. 

I have asserted that there is much in a name, 
and I think my premiss will not be Msiiied. 'V\ie 
word slave, in its original sense, was synonymous 
with noble and illunlrious ; but these noble and 
^ostrious people having been sold by the Ro- 
2 
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mans, ou the decline of the Roman empire, to the 
Venetians, they were thence dispersed all over 
Europe, and hence the term slave became a by- 
word, as denoting the state of servitnde of a class 
of men who were considered the absolute property 
of their master. The Roman orator thus defines 
slavery — " ServitHS est obedientia fracti animi et 
abjecti, ct arbitrio carentis buo,^ — "whether the 
unhappy person fell into that state with or without 
his own consent or contract." One of our best 
moral writere states it to be " an obligation to la- 
bour for the benefit of the master without the con- 
sent or contract of the servant." In modem times 
there appears but one meaning attached to the 
word slave, namely, that it»c3n only be applied 
to men who are bought and sold like beasts. May 
not the term, however, with much more propriety 
be applied to the man who deprives himself of 
his freedom in discharge of a debt which he has 
voluntarily contracted, and which he is otherwise 
unable to cancel ? Where docs there exist a more 
degrading species of slavery than that which en- 
velopes the determined gamester? he jeopardises 
his liberty by his own contract. " It cannot be 
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■denied that they who lose their freeilom are 
slaves." Spendthrifts, debtors, the perpetrators 
of crime, come therefore under this denomination, 
though the period of their slavery must depend 
upon circumstances, such as the satisiaction of the 
creditor, or the nature of the crime to be atoned 
fcr. If we search diligently into the origin of 
OUT actions, if we examine the motives that go- 
vern us, and unravel the complicated state of 
■society and its insufFcrable exactions, we shall 
find our strongest inclinations thwarted, our free- 
dom of will fettered, our speech restricted, our 
movements regulated, our spirits subdued, our en- 
joyments marred, by that tyrannical bugbear, the 
world's opinion, and its spurious offspring fashion. 
Upon what ground the English nation, above 
all others, piques itself upon its happy exemption 
from slavery, is at least equivocal. True, we re- 
ceive no stripes, our limbs are unshackled, wc 
nmy go where we list, (save and except where 
fwhion exerts her arbitrary sway ; there is no re- 
Wvation as to her despotic behests ; our dearest in- 
tftreats are laid prostrate at her shrine) ; but there 
i state of mental servitude, a slavish prostration 
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of mind to wealth and exterior appearance, to be 
found among the higher circles of this country, 
which might be euifered to sink into the contempt 
it merits, were it not that the pernicious example 
silently works its way, with melancholy results, 
into the more sober part of the community, thence 
descending into every grade of society conceiv- 
ing themselves entitled to that misused word 
gentility, or respectability. 

The slavery of the mind and feelings is more 
galling than that of the body: the vexed spirit 
will at times rise superior to human manacles, and 
assert its ascendancy ; but its struggles are as a 
passing meteor in the sky, to dazzle, astonish, and 
confound, — they ever tenninate in defeat. We 
are enchained, body and mind, hand and foot, 
by the monster of our own creation. 

I have far outrun the limits I had prescribed to 
myself on a question which has so universally en- 
grossed the minds of ray countrymen ; indeed 1 
should not have approached the subject of negro 
slavery, did I not consider the West India ques- 
tion as involving that of the permanent glory of 
_ our country. 
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It would argue a culpable apathy on the part of 
the members of the naval profession towards the 
best interests of the nation, did they not keenly 
watch and examine, into proceedings bearing a 
prima facif case of evil to the continued supre- 
macy of the British navy over that element upon 
which it has so long triumphantly displayed its 
Jiower. 

How fer the commercial interest may be affec- 
ted by & change of system in the colonies, it is 
not my purpose to agitate. It must be obvious to 
every man, that the naval and commercial inter- 
ests of this country are inextricably blended to- 
.^the^ ; depress tlie one, and the other is immedi- 
*tdy affected by it. Destroy our trade with the 
Weat Indies and our North American colonies, 
and the power of the navy is rent to its base. 
The commerce of England owes its security to 
^e navy: — the navy draws its vital loeatli from 
&c commercial marine. It is from the extensive 
trade with our colonies in the western hemisphere 
^t we draw our most experienced seamen, who 
fe>m boyhood have been accustomed to the vicis- 
ntudes of climate and weather. Every West India 
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trader is by law obliged to take a certain number 
of apprentices, according to the tonnage of the veB- 
ael ; thus keeping up a constant snpply of able- 
bodied seamen. The trade between the mother 
country, the West India, and North American co- 
lonies, employs British shipping to the amount of 
eight hundred thousand tons and forty thousand 
Britisli seamen."* The infereuce, surely, is plain 
to the most obtuse understanding, that, if by any 
legislative enactment we destroy this source of 
national strength, it must strike the severest blow 
lliat has ever fallen upon these realms. 

A seaman cannot, like a recruit, be formed in 
six months ; it requires more than that number of 
years to form a tolerably good sailor. It is a 
profession embracing such a variety of incidental 
and novel circumstances, that uuespected know- 
ledge may at all times be drawn from events by 
the oldest and most experienced seaman. 

Our rivals must inwardly congratulate them- 
selves on the wanton act that would lop off the 
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finest branches of the parent oak, and doubtless 
view the wound thus inflicted with greedy satis- 
&ction, in the hope that it wi]l prove the com- 
mencement of a decay that may finally eat into 
the heart of the noble tree, and lay it low before 
the fiist blast of scarcely concealed hate and 
ofca enmity. 

It is to be hoped that a sjmpathy founded 
on unjust premises and false conclusions may 
have but an ephemeral existence, and that men 
will awake from the trance of mental inanition, 
to which, at the bidding of fanatics and mistaken 
zedots, they have passively yielded themselves. 
The slavery question may truly be regarded as a 
species of epidemic. People labouring under the 
mdady discard truth and reflection, and swallow 
with all the avidity of disease the nauseoua 
dtatights BO dexterously administered as at once 
to feed and keep up a perpetual irritation of the 
mind. Englishmen nnhappily possess an irresis- 
tible desire to force upon other people their own 
ideas of happiness : it matters not whether there 
exist a diversity of climate, habits, religion, tastes, 
constitution, laws, &c,; we robe the judg« 
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inent and feelings of others with our own iS^- 
rished standard of civil, political, moral, and reli- 
gious excellence, and are unwilling to allow the 
possibility of happiness existing in any country, 
or among any people, situated and governed dif- 
ferently to ourselves. 

In what does the sum of human happiness 
consist ? It is a question not easily answered ; for 
it is evident that circumstances which produce 
the greatest store of happiness to one set of men, 
are incapable of exciting the same feeling in ano- 
ther. The word happy is a relative term, and 
must be comparatively used. It maybe suspected 
that power, birth, wealth, rank, and other adventi- 
tious etceteras, constitute this desirable possession ; 
but happiness is not based upon a superiority of 
condition ; if it were, what a melancholy pre- 
ponderance of wretchedness would be found in 
the world ! 

It is not my intention to dilate upon the 
many sources whence happiness or misery are de- 
rived; it appears tolerably conclusive, that the 
former is a gift pretty equally distributed among 
the different orders of society, and that a bene^p,. 
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cent Creator has largely compensated both men 
and animals for those deficiencies which we in 
oUr finite conceptions vain-gloriously style the 
«ooes8ories of a happy state of being. The hap- 
piness of the negro ib the ostensible motive of 
action : people, excited by the ignis fatuus of uni- 
versal liberty, madly rush to the conclusion, with- 
out stopping to deliberate upon the existence of a 
variety of causes that may prove insuiEcient and 
even inimical to the iiappincss of beings divided 
from us by gigantic barriers. 

Hence a vast majority of the unreflecting por- 
tion of the community have decided, that a 
n^o cannot be happy unless he be corporeally 
free, although lie exchange for tliat freedom & 
positive amount of blessings, the posscasion of 
which is allowed to produce a certain (juanlity of 
happiness to every human being. 

The pl^sent state of West India slavery pre- 
' Beats a \-a8t field for fitir and open discussion. 
Let the people be disabused of their errors ; fet 
tbem be made to understand that the nc;.TO nei- 
tlier values nor desires the species of liberty we 
would confer upon him ; let Englishmen m 
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tureiy reflect upon the indissoluble connection 
exiRting between a prosperous West India trade 
and the natural bulwark of this country ; and 
that the destruction of the one will ensure the 
downfall of the other. If the minds of my coun- 
trymen be permitted to acquire a healthier tone, 
they will feel that they are not called upon, either 
by the principles of justice, religion, or charity, 
to immolate themselves upon the altar of philan- 
thropic feeling or sensibility. In then- anxiety to 
burst the bonds of the negro, let them beware. of 
forging the first links of the chain that shall bind 
thedr country, and their posterity, to the triumphal 
ear of some future Continental despot. 

" England never did. nai ever sliull 
Lie a\ the proud fool of the conqueror; 
Sut wliea it lirEt did help to wound it 
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CHAPTER XII. 

Kejoin the Myrtle — PcecauIionB la pieaerve (he healtb af the 
Ship'i Company— March of a body of While Anls — They are 
molested — Their revenge — Descendanls of the Alaroona — 
" General Montague" — Fiuit al Sierra Lenne — A Slave-brig 
— Tragical Occurrence— A White Negress — A captive boy 
taken aa a Servant — His iocorrigihle propenfitj to llieft — 
Parrots— Polly and Blacky— Ordered to the assist.incc of 
the Arethuw — Tornitdoea — An Accident— A second trip up 
the Gambia— A Utack TraRicker in Slaves— Bivouac on 
James's Is] aud— Deleterious atmosphere of the Gimbia — 
Arrive at Guree — A Native shipped aa a Landsman — 
Anecdote. 

' To return to the captured schooner. — The ck- 
dted fears of the Supercargo proved groimdless ; 
the poor wretches, freed from their shackles, 
stretched their benumbed limbs, and, extending 
themselves on the deck, slept quietly and soundly; 
nor was any movement observed among them war- 
lanting the suspicion of tlieir intention to rise upon 
theii liberators. 
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On the approach of dawn we were a 
weigh ; and before sunset wc rejoined the Myrtle. 
The following day we left the mouth of the Gam- 
bia, and, in company with the Slaver, made the 
best of our way to Sierra Leone, Arrived off the 
entrance to that river, we fell in with the three 
other detuned vessels, and sailing into the port 
together, anchored off Freetown. We found the 
gun-brig here, the lieutenant commanding 
ler being governor pro tempore. It is a beautiful 
anchorage, and the new colony appeared well laid 
Jl Uout : the mountains in the background (whence 
the place derives its name) add to the beauty of 
the prospect. The heat is intolerable before the 
sea breeze sets in about noon. Unfortunately we 
arrived at the commencement of the rainy ^season. 
Every precaution was adopted to preserve the 
health of the ship's company : the hanging stoves 
were suspended in the bctween-decks every morn- 
ing after the latter were cleaned ; the strictest at- 
tention was paid to keeping the interior of the 
vessel as free from damp as possible ; the danger 
arising from noxious air engendered by moisture 
confined space was thus avoided. The c 
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wue never exposed to the sun or rain, Kftfoo men 
being always employed in the boats. Though we 
were detained here a long time waiting for the de- 
cision of the Admiralty Court respecting the cap- 
tured Tcssels, and afterwards by the Arethusa 
Btriking on a roch at the Isle de Los, our cases 
of fever were very few, and in no instance proved 
mortal. The rains came down in torrents from the 
niountains, and the intense heat of the aun, which 
occasionally broke out at intervals between the • ^ 
heavy showers, was dreadfully oppressive. The 
Ewnings were constantly kept sloped; notwith- 
standing our daily morning scrubbings, the drip- 
pings from them turned the water-ways quite 
green. 

Our visits to the shore were few, but, when we 
did land, there was no lack of attention and hospi^ 
tality on the part of the upper mercantile ranks ; 
hojses were always at our conmiand, and I enjoyed 
many a gallop, when the weather would permit of 
oar taking that exercise. In one of these ex- 
cursions my attention was drawn to the line of 
march of a body of those destructive insects the 
Kjriike ants. They extended farther than I could 
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trace them ; their route was directed across the 
road we were riding, parallel with which flowed a 
small rill of water. The great body kept in a 
doaeline, and were apparently under the command 
of ants at least twelve times larger than the geoe- 
lal mass, who marched ou either gide. It was a 
curious and most interesting sight to witness the 
manner in which they effected a passage over the 
rill of water ; hundreds of thousands of them 
^ M voluntarily sacrificed themselves for the public 
weal, by forming with their bodies a bridge, which 
enabled millions, nay billions of these insects, to 
pass over. I dismounted, and was left to my own 
observations by my companions, who were tired 
out with waiting for me ; I was absorbed in con- 
templation of the man<euvrea of this innumerable 
host of tiny creatures. It would have been well 
for me had I confined myself to mere observatioi^ 
bat (he demon of mischief prompted me to place 
my foot directly across their patli, and endeavour 
to turn them. I paid dearly for my utter igno- 
rance of their powers of revenge ; my leg was in- 
stantly covered with thera, but my boots pre- 
vented me from inuoediately feeling the eflS 
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theii anger. The upper part of the leather scaled, 
then indeed I became fuLy sensible of my folly ; I 
w&a Sana caUgon, and these little atoms dug theii 
fiiKeps into my flesh, creating intolewble pain. 
I danced about like one demented, beating the 
aggressive foot with extraordinary activity ; but 
nothing could assuage the pain. Almost mad 
with increasing torment, I mounted my horse and 
galloped ventre a terre back to Freetown, where 
m less than two minutes after my arrival I strip- 
ped off my trowsers to battle with my bitter little 
enemies, but eo firmly had they buried their for- 
ceps in the flesh, that they allowed their heads to 
be separated from their bodies rather than let go 
their hold. My legs were really in a deplorable 
pickle ; many hours elapsed before my sufferings 
"ere abated, and a considerable degree of fever 
»as the consequence of my meddling with ants' 
ifiits. An inBtructivc lesson, that, however insig- 
nificant and contemptible opponents may be, it is 
sn unwise measure gratuitously and unnecessarily 
to draw upon ourselves their hostility. 

The destructive powers of the white ant are 
beyond credibility : in a house I visited at Free- 
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town, a parrot in a wooden cage was destroyed 
them in the course of a few hours during the night. 
Houses are frequently destroyed by these insects 
hollowing out the beams and wood-work, leaving 
thein a mere shell, when the superincumbent brick 
and masonry, losing their support, tumble in; and 
all this is performed in so short a space of time 
that tliere is no arresting the work of destruction. 
Charring the ends of the beams is the only sure 
remedy for preventing the evil. I have always paid 
proper respect to the ant species since my adven- 
ture with them at Sierra Leone. 

I found the descendants of the Maroons who 
were transported from Jamaica decidedly the best- 
informed of the black part of the inhabitants of 
this pestilential place. A few of the original dis- 
turbers of that colony were still alive : among 
them was one who had made liimself a conspi- 
cuous character ; he styled himsdf Gcnend Mon- 
tague. The old man appeared to be particularly 
proud of his rank : he wore an old tarnished gold- 
laced hat, and something that in days of yore 
might liave been yclept an Uniform ; from its 
then tattered condition it could only be a m^t^' 
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of guess-work. He visited me one day at tlic 
dinner-koiii : it was customary to hand the Ge- 
neral a gloss of wine upon such occasions ; he 
received the one I presented to him with the 
air of a man of quality. I endeavoured to glean 
from him some account of his former exploits, 
. but his memory was treacherous, and his ideas so 
VBgae and undefined, that I could elicit nothing 
of interest or importance : all that can be safely 
reported is that the wonders he performed excited 
equally the astonishment of whites and blacks. 
Obi, or three-6ngered Jack, was quite a secondary 
cliaracter to this hero. 

Fruit is in abundance at Sierra Leone : pine- 
apples are as plentiful as blackberries in England, 
and are delicately flavoured ; they may be gather- 
ed by the road-side. The tops thrown carelessly 
airay take root during the rainy season and fiou- 
rish. While lying here, I never saw an alligator, 
nor did we catch a single shiirk : if these sea-tigers 
snd disgusting reptiles are plcntifiil, they were 
extremely polite to oui dog Boatswain, who could 
not be restrained from indulging occasionally in 
bis {avourite element. 
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A few (lays previous to our arrival a slave-brig 
had been brought in by an English merchant ves- 
sel under peculiar and painful circumstances. A 
prima facie case was certainly made out from the 
papers found on board of her, that the owners of 
the vessel and projectors of the voyage were Eng- 
lish subjects ; but a bnk was wanting in the legal 
chain of evidence to convict them of the misde- 
meanour, and I believe they got clear off. 

This vessel had taken four hundred slaves on 
board at the Bonny River. Three weeks after 
her departure, the unhappy creatures had risen 
upon their oppressors, and murdered the master 
and the greater part of the crew. Two or three of 
the latter escaped into the cabin, whence they got 
into the boat astern, and, cutting away the tackles, 
were left to make their own way upon the waters : 
they were never heard of, and doubtless perished. 

The ignorant men who had now gained the 
vessel knew not what to do ; not one of them un- 
derstood the use of the rudder, or the manage- 
ment of the sails. For three months they had 
been drifted about the ocean at the mercy of the 
winds and waves. Starvation, thirst, and madness, 
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had reduced these unfortunate beings to about 
fifty suftrers, when the English merchantman fell 
in with her. The scene her decks presented is 
too wretched a picture of human misery to de- 
scribe ; the survivors were in so deplorable a 
state of exhaustion that it was pitiable to behold 
them. The master of the merchant vessel did all 
that humanity could suggest upon the occasion ; 
he quitted his destined course to bring her in, and 
it was felt to be a hard case by the legal captors 
themselves, that the vessel he had brought in 
should be a good prize to the first man-of-war he 
fell in with, (a brig,) then lying in the river, 
whose boat boarded both vessels as they entered 
the port. Such are the laws ; it is to be hoped, 
however, that he was not only compensated for 
his loss of time and trouble, but that he received 
a handsome recompense for his meritorious and 
humane conduct. 

I observed that lusus natura, a white negress, at 
Sierra Leone. She was the wife of an European 
tailor. With all the characteristics of the Afri- 
can, her hair and skin were white, but of so sm- 
gulai a hue, that to look upon her created a feel- 
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ing nearly allied to disgust : to add to the sin- 
gularity, her children were mulattoes. 

The English schooner we had detained at 
Porto Praya, and one of the Spanish ships, were re- 
leased by the Slave Court on their paying all the 
expenses. The Gerona, and Nostra Senhora de los 
Dolores, with all her slaves, were condemned : the 
latter vessel was immediately sold, but only part 
of the cargo of the former wm disposed o^ it 
being determined that we should take her to Lis- 
bon. Among the released captives belonging to 
the schooner was a very fine boy about six years 
of age. I took a great fancy to him, and, by per- 
mission of the Slave Court, T had him bound to 
me for eight years, hoping I might in after-times 
ensure a good servant to myself. I brought him 
home, had him christened, and sent to school, 
' and in due time promoted him to the post of 
valet. I had every reason to believe the lad was 
deeply attached to me ; but an unconquerable pro- 
pensity to violate the eighth commandment on 
every favourable occasion, obliged me to part with 
Ldim. At the conclusion of the war, I placed him 
a a West Indiaman, hoping that time would cor^ 



A NAVAL LIFE. 



311 



rect his evil fancies; after eighteen inontlis' ab- 
sence from me, I received so excellent a character 
of him from the master of the ship, that I was 
agiun induced to take him. At the end of 
two years' further trial, my patience became ex- 
hausted ; I could not eradicate the passion — it 
was engrafted in his very nature, and sometimes 
speared to be involuntary on his part. Until 
within a week of quitting my protection, his de- 
predations had been confined to my own property ; 
but, finding he appropriated to himself other peo- 
ple's goods and chattels, 1 again despatched liim 
to Bea. 

^eira Leone abounds in parrots. A sailor be- 
'lon^ng to the Tigress had a very fine yoimg bird, 
which promised so foirly, that I tempted him to 
let me have it for three guineas, many times ex- 
eeeding the value of parrots in that colony. Polly 
bimed out one of the best and most amusing of 
her species ; she very early gave a promise of her 
fiiture fame. She was remarkably good-tempered, 
and her amiability procured her the nm of the 
gun-room. Poll's incessant chattering sometimes 
snnoyed me ; to escape her noisy exclamations, 
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and consequent interruption of my studies, I < 
ways popped her into her cage, wrapping a cloak 
around it ; the saucy bird one day set to work, 
gnawed away one of the wooden bars of the c^e, 
and, making her way through the cloak, perched 
herself unperceivcd on the sill of the smaJl win- 
dow looking into the gun-room. 

A black man belonging to the Admiralty Court 
came on board with the silver oar to take one of 
the crew on shore as a witness in a cause then 
pending ; he was ushered down into the gun-room, 
to explain the object of his visit to me. I was at 
a loss to comprehend his broken English, and ex- 
claimed, " What is that ? what do you say, eh ?"" 
Blacky repeated his errand. The poor fellow was 
as much astounded as I was, when, at the con- 
clusion of the message, Polly, with the same voice, 
emphasie, and pauses I had used, called out, 
" Whafs that, eh P what do you say ?" From 
this time Poll was courted, and her talents duly 
prized — she was a source of real amusement to 
all my messmates ; few days passed on our passage 
homewards that the captain's compliments were 
not delivered to the first lieutenant, requestii 
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the honour of Miss Polly's company in the 
cabin. 

She would repeat distinctly anything that was 
said to her ; she called all the gun-room officers by 
tlieir names, would imitate the noises of the goats, 
poultry, &c. ; and so inimitably did she perform the 
different intonations of the boatswain''s pipe, that 
A serious accident might have occurred by Polly's 
•jnping " Let go !" when a cask of spirits was 
<«8cending the hatchway ; nor would it have been 
tike fiiat mishap of a similar nature. On such oc- 
<n8i<His it was found necessary to remove her out 
of the way. 

She would ask bo prettily at dinner to be re- 
membered, that she was generally the first served ; 
■and when the cloth was removed, she glided from 
.one to the other, sipping their wine, of which she 
■was 60 immoderately fond, that I liave frequently 
■Been her unable to stand, and, lying on her back, 
roll firom side to side, joining in the bursts of 
laughter she had herself created. It mattered 
not at what hour of the night I descended to my 
'Cabin, I was always welcomed by Poll witli a 
^w^istle, and "Oh oh, Jem S — , is that yon ?" If 
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any one attempted to rap her over the bill, she 
would hold herself back, and scream out, " Ah, 
ah ! will yoM — will you ?" The bird appeared ab- 
floiutely endowed with sense. I was fool enough 
to give dear PoUy away, greatly to the annoyance 
of my messmates and the whole of the ship's 
company : it was an act of injustice to all hands. 

The Thais arrived, and We were ready to de- 
part, but a boat from the Arethusa frigate bring- 
ing intelligence that she had got on shore near 
the Isles de Los, we were ordered off with the 
Tigress to her assistance. In making our way 
along the coast, we experienced two or three severe 
tornadoes : the only plan to be adopted by which 
mischief may be prevented on these occasions is 
to fiirl all your sails the moment it falls calm 
and the heavens threaten a change. To the ex- 
perienced mariner, generally, there is not much 
danger to be apprehended from these severe 
gusts, as the signs that precede them are suffi- 
ciently defined to give ample warning. 

We found the Arethusa at anchor, making a 
great deal of water from the serious injury she 
iad sustained. When all had been done ' 
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was possible to stop the leak, we proceeded in 
company witt her to Sierra Leone, where Captain 
Coffin succeeded in repairing the damage so far 
as to render it safe for her to proceed to England. 
The greater part of our ship's company were 
employed in assisting her in this fatiguing duty. 
It was a day of rejoicing when the temporary 
repairs of the Arethusa were completed ; it assur- 
ed our departure from this sickly spot. Ere that 
took place, another governor arrived, only to 
increase the long list of mortality of his deceased 
predecessors. 

It was determined that the MjTtle should keep 
company with the frigate, and we sailed with her 
and our prize the Gerona. A sad accident occurred. 
on board the latter vessel, whilst lying-to ibr us 
outside the port scaling her guns : a. marine stand- 
ing in the ship's channels ramming the cartridge 
hiune of a gun, the vent of which had not been 
slopped, it exploded, blowing the unfortunate 
man overboard, and depriving him at the same 
time of sight and both his arms. The Gerona had 
no boat on board except her launcli; observing 
gometliing was wrong, we instantly despatched 
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aasistance to her. Before the boat could arrive, the 
man had been twenty minutes in the water, and, 
notwithstanding his mutilated statCj contrived to 
keep himself on the surface : an extraordinary 
instance of human exertion under the circum- 
stances of the case. The poor fellow was brought 
on boaid, and heroically bore the amputation 
of both HtiunpB, but in that climate little hope 
could be entertained of hia recovery : gangrene 
soon mode its appearance, and four days after 
the accident his sufferings were terminated. 

The following day Captain Coifin sent one of 
his cutters with an officer and crew on board 
the Myrtle, orderuig us to touch at the Gambia 
for the purpose of again exploring that river in 
search of slavers, and to rejoin him at Goree. On 
my second trip up I was less successful. I landed 
at the town offwhich I had captured the schooner, 
and was met by the American agent, who resided 
there for the express purpose of obtaining cargoes 
for the slave-ships. He was extremely civil, escort- 
ed me over the assemblage of mud huts that con- 
stituted the town, and introduced me to the head 
, man nf the place, who was also the chief traffickec 
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in his own species. I Jid not anticipate a very 
warm welcome from one whose trade it was our 
duty to destroy. I was not mistaken in my 
suspicions. I found the old black pursy rogue 
reclining on a kind of sofa : he was prepared for 
my appearance, for the moment I came within 
liaU of him he began in his broken English, — 

" Wha' for you go fightee blacky mame ? Go 
war wid Bonnyparte 1 no comee here." 

I tried to explain to him the duties of my situ- 
ation, but his wrath was not to be appeased by ray 
eloquence, and, imagining the old fellow might 
work himself into a humour for indulging his dis- 
like to the British navy upon my pereon, I took 
the earliest opportunity of wishing him good morn- 
ing. In the apartment I observed three small 
English iron chests, one of which he opened, 
filled with gold dust, giving me to understand I 
had injured him to that amount. It was rather 
an impolitic step on his part, (after having shown 
his teeth,) for, had we been so inclined, there 
was nothing to prevent us, with the force under 
my orders, from returning during the night and 
tninsferring himself and his riches to the boats : a 
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retribution he had richly earned, haJ it been pos- 
sible to transport liiiu for the same purpose to one 
of iLose spots to which he had sent off so many of 
his countrymen. 

We again bivouafkcd on James's Island. The 
rainy season and the lieat liad. doubtless drawn 
forth the noxious vapours, so destructive lo Euro- 
pean constitutions ; for, before we again reaehetl 
the ship, several of the people were taken ill ; 
fortunately, we were soon upon the open aea, and 
the malady was confined to tliose who had accom- 
panied me, but nearly half of them fell victims to 
the disease. 

The Gambia, I should say, must at all times be 
prejudicial to Europeans. The low land in its 
neighbourhood, its muddy shores shrouded with 
mangrove biishes, the mass of rank vegetation, of 
which an immense quantity is always in a state 
of decay, and the forests of wood around, engender 
in that tropica] climate clouds of poisonous mias- 
ma; but in the rainy season there issues forth, 
from every foot of ground, wreaths of pestilence 
sufficient to sweep off any numbers that may land 
^tm its destroying sliores. The fever did not tea-. 
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minatc in so rapid a decline of the vital powers as 
|in the West Indies; it was of a lingering nature ; 
three weeks or a month elapsed before the last 
sufferer euccmnbed to its fatal influence. It cer- 
tainly was not infectious, for only the men I have 
dready mentioned were attacked by it : a certain 
proof that the disease was local. 

We arrived at Goree, and, receiving no tidings 
of the Arethusa, correctly supposed that she had 
pushed on for England, and continued our course. 
. While on the coast, a native came on board in 
a canoe, with some of his bretliren, and took such 
a fancy to the ship that he intimated a great de- 
sire to remain. Being a strong, able-bodied fellow, 
well adapted for hauling on hoard the main tack, 
we shipped the gentleman as a landsman. He did 
not speak a word of Englisb when he joined us ; 
all we cauld make out was, that his name was 
Jumbo, and he was so entered on the ship's hooks. 
Jumbo was (contrary to the general character of 
his countrymen) a hard-working industrious man, 
possessing great mildness of temper, and an 
earnest ansiety to make himself useful. With 
such qualifications he became a general &vourite., 
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aiiil the negro-like broken dialect he began lo 
acquire, was a source of great amusement to his 
shipmates. Any breach of the usual etiquette of 
a man-of-wai was in Jumbo's case passed over, 
and, from his utter ignorance, he was allowed a 
latitude which in other circumstances would not 
have been tolerated ; he was much noticed by the 
officers. 

I was highly amused one day at observing Mr. 
Jumbo leaning with his elbows on one of the 
quarter-deck guns, supporting his head, and eye- 
ing me with fixed iittention and astonishment. 
I was lying on my back, my head resting on a. 
cushion, sextant in hand, taking the distance be- 
tween the sun and mcMin. I was so absorbed with 
my own occupation, that 1 did not at first notice 
. blacky ; nor did the simple-minded being at- 
tempt to interrupt me ; but when I had com- 
[deted my observations, and was consigning the 
instrument to its case, Jumbo approached. 

" Misser Cott, wha' fo' you go lookee sunnee 
moon, and say top P" • 



" It is perhaps necessarj for anch 
BsajuBinted with naaticB] astronomj Co 
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I carelessly answered, "For them to tell me 
■where we are, Jumbo." An emphatic "Ah !" wag 
the only reply ; but, before I left the deck to 
work the lunars, he sheered up alongside of me. 

■' Misser Cott, you teilee me aunnee moon 
tellee yon; now pose he teilee you, when Jumbo 
aee de land ?"" 

At this time we had been nearly four weeks 
from the coast, liaving been becalmed between 
Cape de Verd and tte islands of that name. — 
I replied, "Perhaps to-morrow; but come to me 
by-and-by, and I will tell you." 

The longitude deduced from the sights made 
us about a hundred and twenty miles distant from 
St. Michacrs, to which place we were bending 
I our eouiEe. I had scareely remounted the deck 
to report the result of the observations to the 

I puions lue employed in taking the luaoi observations : ooe for 
Liausaring the diuajice between the aun uid moon, unother to 
take the altitude of the sun, the third that of the moon, and a 
fonrth 10 note the lime per watuli, and write down the different 
obaervations. The first observer is the prini;ipaJ, who regulates 
Ule others ; the tnomeat his instrument biinga the two bodieii 
JdIo contact, he calk out stop lo his assistaatE, thai their ob- 
itervations may agree in time wiili his. Jumbo fancied I was 
catling ont lo arrest ihe jin^ies-'i of the luminaries. 
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captain, when Jumbo, who appeared determined 
to put my knowledge to the test, immediately 
ausailed me. 

" When Jumbo eee de land, Miaser Cott — 
when um see de land ?" 

" Why, if the wind holds, we shall see ib twyi 
morrow morning/' «^^| 

" Misacr Cott, you no' laughee me," •^ I 

" Noj Jumbo, you will see it to-morrow morn- 
ing at daylight." 

" Me see T with an incredulous shake of tlie 
head ; and eo ended our colloquy. 

The following morning before daylight, while 
the operation of washing decks was going on. 
Jumbo came across me. 

" What are you doing upon ilcck, master 
Blacky p it is not yotir watch." 

" No, Misser Cott, it not my wash ; you 
tellee me Jumbo see de land dia maming ; 
when um see um ? me like berry much for see 
um," 

Poinmig out the direction in whicli we es- 
I pected to discover the island, I told him when it 

s daylight he would see it. I had found by mm 
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run on the log board, we could not be more tlmn 
twenty to thirty miles off. Fixing himself in the 
waist netting, my friend patiently waited the ap- 
proach of day, which already began to mark the 
eastern horizon. It had hardly dawned when the 
exclamation of the African — "Me see um ! nic 
see um !" attracted my attention ; hia quick sight 
had penetrated the early mists of morning long 
before the outline of the high land of St. Michael's 
became clearly defined to my view. While tak- 
ing the bearings of the island, Jumbo made his 
approach towards me something in the fashion of a 
spaniel dog. I shall never forget the poor fellow's 
countenance : fear and respect, I think, were the 
predominant feelings portrayed: but altogether, 
it fbimed so odd a mixture of apprehension, ad- 
miration, and wonder, that I can scarcely describe 
it. Not suspecting at the moment what could 
cause BO singular an emotion in the man, I in- 
quired if he was ill, or what ailed him ? 

■' Misser Cott, you raally more big than Mum- 

I bo Jumbo." 

I now fully perceived the nature of the eon- 

; fiict in his breast. This high compliment placed 
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me above the imaginary being he regarded t 
God in his native woods. 1 endeavoured to make 
him comprehend that tlicre waB.nothinp estraur- 
dinary in the business ; but the impression was 
tben too strong to be weakened by any arguments 
1 could advance of my koa^vledge not exceeding 
that of the ordinary class of men. 

"Misser Cott, pose sunnce moon peakee you, 
you berry great man ; — Jumbo go in um canoe — 
um no see de land— one day, two day, tree day — 
sunnee moon no go tcllee Jumbo where um be." 

I have since speculated much on the variety of 
idefis that must have traversed the brain of this 
unsophisticated being ; and when the circumstances 
of the case are duly considered, he may stand ex- 
cused for attributing to me the gift of superna- 



tural knowledge. 
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